CHAPTER I.

The Manors.

THE manor of Winterbourne was held by Aluin under Edward the Confessor. At the time of the Domesday Survey the Royal manor of Bitton, with its "members," Winterbourne and Wapley, was held by William the Conqueror, and appears to have been retained in the hands of the kings till the reign of Henry II. Smaller manors were arranged in groups for the entertainment of the king and his retinue when he made a progress through his estates, and, when he ceased to do so, an amount of produce proportioned to the extent and value of each estate was required to be sent to the king's court, the share of each being expressed in terms of the quantity supposed to be necessary for one night's lodging for the royal household. Sometimes an equivalent in money was required. Bitton, Winterbourne and Wapley paid a "ferm" for one night between them ("Analysis of Domesday Survey of Glos."--Rev. C. S. Taylor).
Winterbourne was held by Reginald de Cahoine (Pipe-Roll 2, Hen. II) and Ralph Fitzstephen held it in 1191 (Pipe-Roll 2, Ric. I). It was held by this family for a long time, other lords holding it of them. Philip de Albeniaco died seized of it in 1216, and Richard de Wales (or Walsh) held a portion in 1225, and Ralph de Wales in 1246; he left two daughters and co-heirs who married Geoffrey de Wrokeshall and Ralph de Hadele respectively. In 1303 "A moiety of the manor was held by Juliana de Wrokeshall of Sir Gilbert, son of Stephen, by service of one quarter of a knight's fee. On her death her inheritance descended to her four daughters," Joan who married John de Cerne, Rose who married Richard de Brokenberg (or Brokenborrow). Anastasia who married John de Haddon, and Margaret, who married Geoffrey de Mohun. In 1320 Sir John Giffard, who held a moiety of the manor, "unjustly disseized Robert de Hadele of a messuage and a carucate of land in Winterbourne"; he had summoned Hadele to his castle at Brimpsfield, "for what cause Robert knew not, but in dread of disobedience came, and the said John detained him and imprisoned him until against his will he made a quit-claim of the said tenement to the said John" (Inq. at Tettbury, in 1324). In that year Giffard, who had taken part in the conspiracy against Edward II, was attainted and executed, and his castle of Brimpsfield was razed to the ground.

THE BRADESTON FAMILY.

In 1328 the manor was held of Henry Fitzstephen by Thomas de Bradeston. One William de Bradeston was abbot of St. Augustine's monastery, Bristol, and was compelled to resign in 1243 after a visitation by Walter de Cantelupe, bishop of Worcester. Thomas was son of Henry de Bradeston, who married Isabel. He held the manor of Bradeston (now called Breadstone, a tything of the parish of Berkeley) of the Lord of Berkeley. The Bradestone coat of arms appears among those of the Berkeleys in the east windows of the cathedrals of Gloucester and Bristol. Thomas was knighted in 1330, and was granted, under certain conditions, the custody of the castle and barton of Gloucester "for his better maintenance in the knightly rank lately conferred on him." (Pat. Roll, 18 Sept., 1330). He was summoned to Parliament from 1347-60 by writs directed to "Thome de Bradeston," whereby he is held to have become Lord Bradeston. He married (1) Isabel, after whose death he founded in 1344 the chapel of St. Michael, Bradeston (also called "Bradston Colledge "). He also founded a chantry in Winterbourne Church (see "Chantry Chapel of St. Michael, Winterbourne "). He married (2) Agnes--who died in 1369.
He was commissioned, with Thomas Lord Berkeley and the sheriff to choose 200 archers in the county (French Roll 19, Edward III), and he had a similar commission with Maurice de Berkeley in the following year. Some of these archers were probably drawn from Winterbourne. In the Calais Roll he appears in the king's division at the Battle of Crecy (1346). He evidently lived chiefly at Bradeston, only visiting his manor of Winterbourne occasionally. At an Inquisition held on the death of one Edmund le Blount in 1374, in proof that one Edmund, son and heir of Hugo le Blount, is of full age, four witnesses certify that they were dining with Thomas de Bradeston at Winterbourne on a specified day in 1353, when news of the birth of the said Edmund was brought to his uncle, John de Filton, who was one of the guests. Thomas is said to have been associated with the murder of Edward II. Before his death he had enfeoffed Robert Mordac, rector of Winterbourne, and two others with the manor of Bradeston (Cal. of Inq. 34, Ed. III). He died August 24th, 1360, and his I.P.M. was taken at Bradeston on September 21st. He held the manor of Winterbourne jointly with his wife Agnes, in tail male, with contingent remainders to Robert (his son), and John (his grandson).

Sir Robert, son and heir of Thomas, by Isabel his first wife, died c. 1355-7 during his father's lifetime. In his journey to the holy land he was taken prisoner by the citizens of Pisa in 1346; the king procured his deliverance by committing twelve merchants of Pisa, who were then in London, to the Tower till they secured his freedom (Smyth's Lives of the Berkeleys). He married Isabella, daughter of Sir Ralph Bassett, of Drayton. This lady was married six times, Sir Robert being her second husband. She died in 1393, and is said to have been buried in Colmworth church, Beds. Robert left two sons, Sir Thomas, born 1352, died 1373, and John, born c. 1353-4. Sir Thomas married Ela, daughter of Sir John de St. Lo, by whom he had a child, Elizabeth, born 1373, who married Sir Walter atte Pole. Ela held the manor with reversion to Thomas, son of Sir Edmund, who was son of John. Sir Edmund, born before 1374. married Blanch --, and died before 1395, in which year Blanch was the wife of Sir Andrew Hage.

On January 30th, 1393, "grant by special grace (was made) to Blanche Bradeston and her heirs of free warren in all the demesne lands of the manor of Winterbourne, co. Glos., and also of a weekly market in the town of Winterbourne, which is united to the said manor, and of two yearly fairs there, one on the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul, and the other on the feast of St. Luke the evangelist" (Cal. of Charter Rolls). On the Close Roll of 19 Richard II, Blanche is referred to by the name of her first husband. The chief butler of the port of Bristol is ordered to deliver "one tun of wine a year to Blanche Bradeston during her life, and the arrears since I March 8 Richard II, on which date the king granted her for life one tun of wine a year there, so that she should pay the merchant so much as the king should pay him." Thomas, son of Edmund and Blanche is mentioned in 1405 as making a presentation to the living of Winterbourne. There are few subsequent references to members of the family. In 1506 William Browne, warden of the chantry of St. Michael, appeals to the Archbishop in reference to his ill-treatment by Anthony Bradeston (see "Chantry of St. Michael "); in 1540 one Anthony Bradeston figures in the long dispute about the presentation of John Rastall to the Wardenship of the chantry. Anthony, in his will, dated 28 June, 1549, is described as lord of the manor of Winterbourne, and desires to be buried "in the chancel of St. Michael, in the parish church of Winterbourne," appointing his son Henry as his residuary legatee and executor. In 1561 one John Bradeston was excommunicated for non-appearance in a suit of "William Blinde, sequestrator of the fruits of Frampton Cotterell v. John Bradeston, payment of tythes" (records of Bristol Consistory Court). In 1594, Elizabeth Bradeston conveyed to William Veale, and Nicholas Crundall, clerk, "the manor" and the advowson of the church. In 1601 the manor was conveyed to James Buck; the document contains the names of Nicholas Veale, and others, and of several members of the Bradeston family. In 1609 Edward Bradeston was pardoned "for privacy committed upon the French, on his compensating the merchants" (Cal. of State papers). The Winterbourne registers record the burials of Catherine Bradeston in 1620, of Mary in 1626, and of Robert in 1640.

THE BUCK FAMILY.

There is a record of "Grant of Armes to J. Bucke, Esq., of Winterbourne, in Glos., by William Roberts, Ulster King of Arms of all Ireland" (Harl. 4108. (2)). He died March 13th, 1612-3. The large monument in the manor chapel was erected to his memory by his son Matthew. There is some doubt as to who was the intermediate lord. The third was Thomas Buck, who married Elizabeth, daughter of Philip Langley. He took the side of the king in the Civil War, and was ruined by the heavy fines imposed by Parliament. His burial is recorded in the Winterbourne register on April 20th, 1658, at the age of 47; there is a brass to his memory in the manor chapel. His widow's death is recorded in 1660. He must have disposed of the manor of Hambrook some years before his death, as Alderman Hugh Browne, in his will dated October 31st, 1653, left it to his son Hugh. He refers to messuages, tenements and lands in Winterbourne which he was holding on lease from Thomas Buck, who was lord of that manor at the time of his death. Alderman Browne desires to be buried in St. John's churchyard "next to my parents, in the daytime, and not with that nocturnal obscurity as of late hath been used, but according to the custom of this city." He directs that £2 4s. 9d. be paid yearly "to poor persons residing in the church house at Hambrook" (see "Friesland ").

	Hugh Browne, his son, must have purchased the manor of Winterbourne after the death of Thomas Buck; he is described as of Winterbourne Court. He married Ann, widow of Charles Williams, sometime sheriff of Bristol. Hugh Browne died in 1691, and Ann in 1725, aged 82; they were both buried in the manor chapel of Winterbourne. Elizabeth, only daughter of Alderman Browne, married John Creswick, of Langford Court, Somerset; they had a daughter, Elizabeth, who married (1) Richard Hippisley, and (2) Cadwallader Jones, of Camerley, Somerset. On the death of Ann Browne, all the property in Winterbourne passed to John, son of Cadwallader, who had already inherited Langford Court, the property of his grandfather, John Creswick. John Jones lived at Langford, his brother, Bluett Jones, of Iron Acton, managing his Winterbourne property for him. He was succeeded by his son Edward, who married Mary Musgrove; he died before 1756, and she held the manor for her life. It then passed to their only child Elizabeth, who married (1) John Sherwood, who is described as occupying Winterbourne Court in 1769, and (2), the Rev. Thomas Sedgwick Whalley. Mr. and Mrs. Whalley lived at Langford. Much of the property attached to the united manors of Winterbourne and Hambrook had already been sold, and they disposed of the greater part of the remainder. In 1792 they conveyed the lordship to Edmund Probyn, and in the same year they conveyed the Winterbourne Court estate to Thomas Smyth. Edmund Probyn had purchased the house now known as Victoria Lodge. He died in 1802, and his wife, Frances, in 1799; they were both buried in the Winterbourne church.

BRICE, WADHAM AND TANNER FAMILIES.

The manor was next purchased by Edward Brice and Joseph Mason Cox as joint owners; Edward Brice later became sole owner, and he also held the manors of Filton, Almondsbury and Patchway. He and his brother Samuel were partners in the well-known Sugar Refinery in Old Market Street. In 1819 he conveyed the manor to John Wadham, who was connected with the manufacture of Crown and Green Window Plate, and also with the Phoenix Flint Glass House, without Temple Gate. He married Sarah Strickland, by whom he had a son, Thomas, and two daughters. He settled in Frenchay in 1818, in the house which he named the "Manor House," which he left a few years later in order that his son might occupy it. He returned to Bristol, where he died in 1843. Thomas succeeded to the manor; he died in 1849, and was buried at Frenchay. He married Elizabeth Cooke, who is described after his death as lady of the manor, and later her trustees are described as lords of the manor. It was later purchased by William Tanner, Attorney-at-Law, who at the time occupied Winterbourne House. There was very little land attached to the manor, but he inherited a large property from Mrs. Rooke, who died in 1864; he also purchased a considerable amount himself. On his death in 1887 his son, William George Tanner, Barrister-at-Law, succeeded. He married the second daughter of the late Mr. R. L. G. Vassall, who after his death conveyed the manor chapel to the Winterbourne church.

THE MANOR OF HAMBROOK.

THE Domesday Survey records that ''Algar held Hanbroc of King Edward (the Confessor) and could go where he pleased," and that "Geoffrey (bishop of Coutances, in Normandy) held Hanbroc in the reign of William the Conqueror, and that Osulf (evidently a Saxon) held it under him." Geoffrey came over with the Conqueror, and was rewarded for his services by the grant of a large number of manors in Gloucestershire and Somerset, which he held for only a short time. There are very few references to the manor, which became united with that of Winterbourne at an early period. Sir Robert de Assheton is described as holding lands (in Hambrook) of Sir Edmund Bradeston, "as of his manor of Winterbourne," before 1395, leaving Margaret, wife of John Weston, and John Teisaunt as the next heirs. Thomas Moreton died holding the manor, and was succeeded by his son and heir, Sir Robert Moreton, who died in 1523. Alderman Hugh Browne, whose will is dated 1653, held the manor, independently of Winterbourne, for a short period. A Court continued to be held at Hambrook for a long time, evidently for the convenience of tenants under the manor of Winterbourne, who lived in the southern portion of the parish.

THE MANOR OF STURDEN.

THE name is variously given as Stondon, Sturdon, Stourdon, Stockden, and Sturton. The manor included portions of the tithings of Winterbourne and Hambrook, as well as the manor of Ridgway (or Rudgeway) which lay partly in Mangotsfield and partly in Stapleton (Fishponds). There is a reference to it in 1257: in which year William ffakerham, who held it, is said to have left two daughters his heirs. Amabilla, one of them, married Sir John Tregoz, "which Amabilla, holding this hamlet of Sturdon by 15s. 0d. per annum, paid to the Sheriff at Michaelmas, left a daughter Joan, wife of Richard de la Riviere, her heir (Esc. 25, Ed. I, 1297), which Joan left Richard, her son and heir." In 1328 (Cal. pat. rolls. York. Feb. 20), John de Clyvedon presided over a Commission. "on complaint of John de Acton that Richard de la Riviere, William Dybour, of Wynterbourne, John de Prossley, of Hambroke, John Wade, of Wynterbourne (and many others whose names are given) broke his houses at Acton and Elkeston, co. Glos., and took away 32 oxen and 6 mares, felled his trees, reaped his corn, fished his fishponds, and carried away fish, corn and trees, with other goods, thence and from Eyecotes." The result of the Commission's enquiry is not recorded. Thomas, son of Richard, succeeded to the manor, which in 1404 was alienated to Sir Thomas Brooke, and later to Nicholas Stanshaw, whose wife Margaret held it in dower, leaving it to Robert, her son and heir.

THE SMYTHS OF ASHTON,

It was later purchased by a member of the Poyntz family, which was connected with Iron Acton, and about the reign of 

	Elizabeth it passed into the hands of the Smyth family (it is suggested through a marriage with Mary, daughter of Sir Anthony Poyntz), with whom it remained for about 300 years.

	Sir John Smith, of Ashton court, third and last baronet of the first creation, died in 1741, leaving his three sisters co-heirs. Jarrit Smith, who in 1732 married Florence, widow of John Pigott, and one of the three sisters, was apportioned Ashton Court in payment of moneys advanced by him to Sir John, and he also purchased much of the 	property of his wife's two sisters.	He was created baronet in 1763, and died in 1783, leaving two sons, John Hugh Smyth, who succeeded to the title and the Ashton estates, and Thomas Smyth, who inherited the Gloucestershire estates. Thomas married Jane Whitchurch, of Heath House, Stapleton, where they lived. He died in 1800, leaving his property to his wife, his daughter Florence, wife of John Upton, of Ingmire Hall, Westmoreland, and his second son, John. His elder son, Hugh, succeeded to the title and the Ashton estates on the death of his uncle, Sir John Hugh. Mrs. Smyth, widow of Thomas, died in 1816, leaving Heath House to John, who, on the death of his brother, Hugh, succeeded to the title and estates.

John lived at Heath House, which he preferred to Ashton Court; he died in 1849, when the title became extinct for the second time. The estates passed to his eldest sister, Florence Upton, who resumed her maiden name, and was known as Mrs. Smyth. She died in 1852 at Ashton Court, when her property passed to her only surviving grandson, John Henry Greville Upton. He assumed the name of Smyth, and was created baronet in 1859. On his death in 1901 the Gloucestershire property passed to his only sister, Florence Anne, widow of Clement Upton-Cottrell-Dormer, who made it over to her son, Captain Charles Walter Cottrell-Dormer (see a paper contributed by Mr. Lewis Upton Way, published in the B. & G. A.S.T. Vol. XXXI).

Various properties within the parish of Winterbourne which belonged to the manor of Sturden were disposed of at different times. The manor, together with the Sturden Court Farm, has recently been conveyed to the lords of Westerleigh. The control over Whiteshill Common has been transferred to the Winterbourne Parish Council.


