CHURCH of S. JOHN BAPTIST, FRENCHAY.	January 1908.

Clergy	Rev. W. BROOKE, M.A.; Rector;
	Rev. R. W. VICKERS, M.A. (giving occasional assistance).
Churchwardens: Messrs. H. W. WARD and H. T. COLES.
Sidesmen: Messrs. A. P. AYLIFFE, R. KING, J. LANGLEY and W. RYE. Organist: Mr. H. I. JEFFERIS.
Parish Clerk and Sexton: Mr. ALBERT FORD.
THE RECTOR is always to be found at Home at 10 a.m. and 6.80 p.m.; in the Church on Friday at 5.30 P.m. or after any service.
Printers: F. R. HEMMINGS, LAWRENCE HILL, BRISTOL.

Church Notices.
The regular hours of services will be found on the outer cover, and here it will only be necessary to give notice of any alterations or special days. In this month the 6th and 25th are Holy Days, appointed to be observed, the former being the Festival of the Epiphany of Our Lord, and the latter of the Conversion of S. Paul; neither of these days has a Vigil; the Holy Communion will be celebrated at 8 a.m., and Matins and Evensong said as usual. There will be no late celebration on Sunday the 19th; the services will be taken by the Revs. F. Talbot Parker and E. C, Mackie, of S. Aidan's, East Bristol, and all the collections that day will be for that parish, which is much in need of help. There will probably be no daily services from the 13th to 24th, but notice will be given on the Sundays.

The Parents' League.
In a great many of the parishes of England and Wales there is being started this winter an organisation called the "Parents' League." A few words about this new body are now offered in order to help the readers of this Magazine clearly to understand its nature and objects. To begin with, the League is open to all, of whatever political party or whatever religious faith, who accept its leading principle. In order to join it no one need be either a liberal or a conservative in politics, or a member of the Church of England, or a Roman Catholic, or a Nonconformist, or even the parent of a child in an elementary school. All that is necessary to make any man or woman eligible as a member or associate of the League is that he or she should accept its foundation principle, which is as follows: That the character of the religious teaching to be given to a child in an elementary school, of whatever kind, should be decided not by the State and not by any Local Authority, not even by the managers of the school, who in the case of Church and other Voluntary schools have raised, and often themselves largely provided, the funds for building those schools and keeping them in order, but by the parent or guardian of the child.
It is plain that nothing could be fairer than this. There is no right more sacred, no duty more certain, than that of the parent to see that his child is brought up in the religion in which he himself believes. If, therefore, Parliament obliges the parent to send his children to school, Parliament is bound to see to it that in that school, whether it has been provided by a County or a Borough Council or by voluntary subscribers, the children who are obliged by law to go there shall receive the religious teaching their parents desire.
The perfect justice of this principle is generally admitted. It was acknowledged, when he was in Opposition, by the present Prime Minister, Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman. It has been acknowledged since he came into office by Mr. Birrell, the Minister of Education for the first year of the life of the present Government. It has been acknowledged quite recently by a member of the Government, Dr. Macnamara, in strong terms. But Dr. Macnamara says that though perfectly just the principle of parents' rights is impracticable. To this the answer of the Bishop of Liverpool is complete and conclusive, that "if it is just the English nation must make it practicable." As the Duke of Devonshire once said, the business of statesmen is to overcome difficulties, Moreover, the difficulties in the way of making the principle of parents' rights prevail in all elementary schools have been very greatly exaggerated. That principle is in force in Germany, which is certainly one of the best educated countries, and in Switzerland, which is not only one of the best educated, but one of the freest and most popularly governed countries in the world; and there is no reason whatever why what has been done there should not be done here.
It is to bring this about that the Parents' League has been started, and it is most important that there should be a strong branch of the League in every parish. If that or anything like it can be brought about the League will become a great power in the land, and Ministers of the Crown and Members of Parliament, of whatever party, will recognise that it is the will of the people that the principles of parents' rights should prevail in our schools, and that the law and its administration must be brought into harmony with that principle.
If that can once be done, all the bitter disputes over the Education Question will come to an end. The Parents' League, therefore, it will be seen, is not formed for the purpose of winning a victory for any political party, or in order to enable any one body of Christians to obtain an advantage over any other, but on the contrary, for the purpose of making justice prevail in the schools of every town and village of England, and of making peace where for a long time past there have been discord and strife.
Of course it must be clearly understood that the right of the parent to decide as to the religious teaching his child is to receive includes the right to be assured that the religious teaching shall be given by a teacher who is fitted by knowledge and training for that sacred work, and who himself is a believer in the religion which he teaches. It is not asked by those who urge the principle of parents' rights that a man or woman should hold any particular faith as a condition of entering or being promoted in the teaching profession. But it is asked, most justly and reasonably, that parents should have security as to the qualifications of teachers to whom will be given the high duty of teaching religion to their children. Any other plan than this would mean, what no reasonable person could possibly ask, that the interests of the children should not be regarded as the first object of the school.
It is earnestly hoped, therefore, for the sake of justice, peace, and the best welfare of the children on whom the future of England will depend, that everyone who reads these lines will feel it his or her duty to join and give all possible support, and to win all possible support from neighbours of whatever religious faith or political opinions, to the local branch of the Parents' League.
A meeting will be held at Frenchay school on Monday, January 27th, at 7.30 p.m., to form a branch for this parish.

The Confirmation.
Our Bishop visited us on December 3rd to give Confirmation to our young people who had been preparing for it. The names of those confirmed are :- Stanley Ayliffe, Eli Carpenter, Edward Carpenter, Herbert Clifford, Walter Clifford, Arthur Criddle, Alfred Flux, Edgar Guy, William Pullin, John Rawlins, Ethel Ayliffe, Elizabeth Chamberlain, Lilian Criddle, Annie England, Ada Hillman, Florence King, Dorothy Maggs, Ethel Miles, Millicent Pratley, Emily Smith, Dora Thompson, Mabel Upton, Rose Webster. There were also candidates from Winterbourne Down, Frampton Cotterell, and Bitton, accompanied by their clergy: and there was a large general congregation, who appeared to join reverently in the service, with sincere prayers for God's blessing on our young friends, and with earnest attention to the Bishop's words. In the evening our party had tea together in the schoolroom, and enjoyed some lantern pictures of scripture subjects, and of views in New Zealand. Classes in preparation for Holy Communion were held afterwards, and on Christmas Day they made their first Communion.
Notes.
Our Missionary Boxes were found to contain a total of £11 13s 4d, rather more than last year; at a meeting of box holders on the Day of Intercession it was resolved to devote three-quarters of the money (not otherwise allotted) to Foreign Missions, viz.: Central Africa, and one quarter to Home Missions, viz.: The Additional Curates' Society. Including collections in church and at meetings, but excluding subscriptions of parishioners, we sent last year about £36 for Foreign Missions, and £16 for Home Missions. Let us hope that this year we shall do better than that; it will be a notable year in the history of the Church of England and its sister and daughter Churches all over the world. In June will be held the great Pan-Anglican Congress, of which everyone is now talking; read the yellow leaflet enclosed with this Magazine, and you will see what it means. In this parish we hope to have sermons and lectures from time to time explaining the various subjects to be discussed, and to stir up interest in many ways. To help in the great united thank-offering we have so far arranged; (1) a Sunday in May for special collections in church; (2) Missionary Boxes to be filled for the purpose before June; (3) the Guild of S. John Baptist will organise working parties and a Sale of Work, and will invite all women communicants to join. The total amount raised in the parish is to be offered in Bristol Cathedral at a special service for the Diocese, and the Bishop will present the united offerings of the Diocese at the great Thanksgiving Service at S. Paul's on June 24th. We shall hear a great deal more about this Congress as the months go on, and it ought to be a great help to the work of the Church both at home and abroad.
Christmas Day was marked by hearty services and appropriate decorations; the number of communicants was very large, viz.: at 7 a.m., 107; at 8, 63; at noon, 15; total 185. The collections (for the New Year's dinner) contained 329 coins and amounted to £6 12s. The choir was weakened by the illness of some members and the unavoidable absence of others, but rendered the services (under Mr. Jefferis' care) with good effect.
The Temperance Society will have a "Social" on January 6th, and the parents of Band of Hope members will be invited to the annual Tea and Entertainment on January 8th.
The annual meeting of the Cricket Club was held on December 16th, when a successful season was reported, and a presentation was made to Mr. Wadlow in recognition of his many years' work as honorary secretary.
The Jumble Sale on December 7th realised £5 2s 6d, which will be used for certain things needed for the school and parish.
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Church Notes.
Days to be observed in February are the 2nd, being the Feast of "the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, commonly called the Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin," which this year falls on a Sunday; the Vigil is a fast-day; also the 24th, the Feast of S. Matthias, the Apostle and Martyr; as this falls on a Monday, the vigil and fast is observed on the Saturday. With Septuagesima (so called as being about the seventieth day before Easter)we enter the porch of Lent, about which we shall have to write next month.

On February 9th the Church Collections will be for the Bristol Church Extension Fund; a great deal has been done during the last nine years in providing for the spiritual needs of the ever growing city and its suburbs; sites have been secured, Churches and Mission Buildings erected, and much parochial and missionary work organized; but much more remains to be done, and about £10,000 is needed to meet urgent claims, and to utilize sites already secured. Some of our friends have given generously in the past, and we ought all to be glad to do what we can to help forward this branch of Church work.

The Diocesan Church Army Mission Van will pay a visit to Frenchay in February and will doubtless receive a hospitable welcome. The first Mission Service will be held in the School on Sunday the 9th, at 7.30 p.m.
Although we give a good deal of time and care to selecting the hymns for each Sunday, so that they should be appropriate to the service of the day, it is very probable that there are many favourite or helpful hymns which our friends would like to sing more frequently. We should be very glad to receive hints as to any hymns desired, before the 20th of each month, and notes may be put in the Church letter-box or sent to the Rectory; only let us all remember (1) that a hymn is sung first and foremost for the glory of God; (2) that what we like is not necessarily what is most helpful to the greater number of our very varied fellow-worshippers; (3) that a hymn must have some reference to the Sunday or Church season at which it is to be sung.

Church Record.
The total of the collections in Church for 1907 was £212 17s 5d, shewing a slight increase on 1906, but not up to our record year of 1903, when it exceeded £223.

Among the festivities of the Christmas season, one of the pleasantest is always the Dinner for old parishioners on New Year's Day, and this time was no exception to the rule. Of 57 invited 36 sat down to dinner at 3 o'clock, and 20 dinners were sent to those unable to come. After a hearty meal, an entertainment was provided by the kindness of many friends, and each guest received a nice present; many were the expressions of gratitude for the kindness of all who had contributed, in gifts and in exertions, to the success of the occasion.

The children of the Catechism and the Sunday Schools did not muster in such large numbers as usual at their tea-parties on the last two days of the old year; 42 came on the Monday, and after tea and a few lantern-pictures were mystified and amused by the clever conjuring of Prof Herwinn; 55 children under ten years of age came on the Tuesday, and were made merry by the lantern-pictures exhibited. The Prizes were given away in Church on the first Sunday of the year, some parents and friends being also present: as the attendance had again and again been interfered with by sickness, very great allowances were made in giving the prizes, both for lessons and for attendance, so as to give a fair chance to all the children. The following gained book-prizes: Boys--Stanley Ayliffe, Tom Ford, Charles Flux, Charles Langley, Fred Hibbard, William Mawler, Percy Thompson, Reginald Ford, Leslie Ayliffe, Stanley Ford, Edward Ford, Arthur Thompson, Joe Thompson. Girls--Florence King, May Mann, Edith M. Clarke, Bessie Chamberlain, Nancy Waller, Gertrude Chamberlain, Gladys Ayliffe, Jenny Rickefts, Chrissie Hibbard, Mary Langley, Alice Chamberlain, Selina Hibbard, Annie Chamberlain, Mabel Flux, Lily Carpenter, Hannah Carpenter. Thirty-nine children also received framed illuminated texts as rewards for regular attendance; this is of course a much
lower number than usual. The Rector's prizes for good analyses written by children of the Catechism were awarded to William Mawler [Mauler ?], Florence King, Charles Langley, and Percival Wallace.

The members of the Church Choir received many generous contributions and abundant hospitality during their carol-singing visits, and desire to express their grateful thanks for such a recognition of their efforts and of their persevering work for the service of the Church.

The Temperance Society's "Social" on Jan. 6th attracted a very large concourse, and a merry evening was spent. In fact, there were more people than the room could conveniently hold, and on future occasions the Committee will probably feel bound to make some arrangement by which our own people should get more pleasure and attention, and the number of visitors from other parishes should be limited.

The annual tea-party given to Parents of the Band of Hope members took place on Jan 8th; there were 33 Parents present, besides the "captains" and other helpers; songs, dialogues and recitations were given by the members, and Mr. Tudor Trevor, Diocesan C.E.T.S. Secretary, spoke some cheering and helpful words; all agreed that a very pleasant evening was spent.
Notices.
The next meeting of the Church of England Temperance Society will be on Monday, February 3rd, at 7.30 p.m. An address will be given by the Rev. B. T. White-Jones, of Bedminster Parish Church, and all friends will be welcome.
Working-parties in preparation for a Sale of Work on behalf of the Pan-Anglican Thank-offering are arranged as follows: Friday, Jan. 31st, at 7.30, at the Rectory; Tuesday, Feb. 4th, at 3, at Miss Ward's; Friday, Feb. 14th, at 7.30, at Mrs. Vickers'; and after that on alternate Tuesdays and Fridays: all women communicants are invited to come and help; we hope that all have already received a notice of the dates, and that a large number will come as often as they can, and give a helping hand, however small, in this great scheme.

The Parents' League.
The meeting on January 27th, was attended by a good number of parents and friends, the Rector being in the chair. A lucid explanation of the needs of religious education, and of the present difficulties and how they may be overcome, was given by the Rev. J. R. W. Thomas, Principal of the Diocesan Training College; it was evident that the best way under the present circumstances was that Parents should choose what form of religious education they desired their children to receive, and that the Authority should permit and encourage such instruction being given by competent teachers under the control of the various religious bodies. On the motion of Mr. Ward, seconded by Mr. Ayliffe, it was resolved to form a branch of the Parents' League for Frenchay, and almost all of those present signed their names as members or associates: many more are expected to join; any persons over 21 who agree with this principle are asked to give in their names. Mr. Wadlow is Hon. Secretary.

Baptism.		"The washing of regeneration."
November 26. Rose Webster.
November 26. Lily Clothier.
January 1. Frederick Albert Carpenter.
January 5. Ivy Bernice Vivian Power.

Marriage.	"Heirs together of the grace of life."
December 22. Albert Edward Huish and Florence Mary Hathway.

Burials.		"Waiting for the coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ."
November 8. Reginald Jenkins, aged 5 days.
November 23. Edward Watts, aged 73 years.
November 26. Mary Amelia Robe, aged 64 years.
December 7. Walter Frank Davis, aged 3 years.
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Church Notices.
During Lent there will be a daily Celebration of the Holy Communion at 8 a.m., except on Wednesdays and Fridays, when it will be at 7.30: on these two days there will be a Reading at the 11 o'clock Matins; on the other days Matins will be said at 7.30 before the Celebration. Evensong daily at 6, except Tuesdays, when there will be a Special Service at 7.30, with a series of addresses by the Rev. E. A. Ferguson, Vicar of S. Thomas, Eastville; subject, "The attractive power of the Cross." Sunday Services as usual, with the addition of a 7 a.m. Celebration on March 8th, 22nd and 29th. Service at Hambrook Mission Room every Thursday at 7.30 p.m.
On March 29th Sermons will be preached on behalf of the Homes of S. Barnabas for Aged and Invalid Clergy, by the Rev. S. J. Clements, Organizing Secretary. We may mention that the collections on January 19th for S. Aidan's, East Bristol, amounted to £5 9s 2d; and on February 9th, for the Bristol Church Extension Fund, to £3 17s; neither of these is quite up to our usual mark.
Services on Ash Wednesday: Holy Communion at 7 and 8; Children 9. 15; Morning Service at it; Evening 7.3o, with Address. Collection for the Clergy Orphan Schools. March 11th, Wednesday in Ember Week, is the day of Intercession for Home Missions.

Lent.
During this holy season our Lord Jesus Christ speaks to us year by Year through His Holy Church. He bids us, as it were, come apart for these forty days from the cares and pleasures of the world, that we may give more time to Him, and learn to know Him, and therefore love Him, better; and also that we may know ourselves better by looking into our hearts and examining our lives by the help of His Holy Spirit, and then set to work to uproot the sins which crucified Him, and hate them more and more as our love to Him grows stronger and more perfect. Lent, if it is to do us any real good, must have something practical in it. Let me then make a few suggestions which may, I hope, help us to be practical, so that when Easter comes we may have the knowledge of "something attempted, something done" to bring us nearer God.
1. Has anyone fallen off from Church or Communion ? Come back; try once more! 2. Is anyone Confirmed yet not a Communicant? Obey Christ's loving command, "Do this in remembrance of Me." 3. Has anyone neglected to pray ? Begin again, morning and evening; and add the Ash Wednesday Collect. 4. Let everyone for Jesus' sake try to do one kind unselfish action each day. 5. Let us try to find out our chief fault--our "besetting sin;" fight manfully against it, and examine ourselves (say every Friday evening) to see how we are getting on in the fight. 6. Lastly, let us earnestly pray that God's Blessing may rest upon our Parish and upon our own efforts to learn and do our duty. (Taken from a friend's Lent Letter some years ago.)
On our list of services for Lent, etc., you will see a convenient way of making a rule for yourself; let us help you if you need help in making it. We are inviting our friends, whom we have prepared for confirmation, to communicate on the first Sunday in Lent.

The Pan-Anglican Congress.
During March there will be a series of four Lectures given at the School on Monday evenings at 7.30; (1) March 9th, by the Rector, on the last 250 years of English Church History; this will be illustrated by large cartoons, recently published; (2) March 16th, by the Rev. J. E. Ellison, on Missions in South America, with lantern pictures; (3) March 23rd, by the Rev. G. R. Wood, on the objects of the Pan-Anglican Conference; (4) March 30th, by the Rector, on Church Life in Greater Britain, especially as he has seen it in Canada and New Zealand.
If you wish to know all about the Thank-offering, read the pink paper inserted in this Magazine, and make up your mind to help. Ask for a collecting box, envelope, or card, if you have none yet: there is also a box at the Church door. The Working-parties have so far been numerously attended, and it is hoped to have a good Sale of Work in May or June; any contributions to it will be welcome; cannot some of our friends send us some specimens of their handiwork, in carving, painting, wood or iron-work, or anything saleable?

The Church Army Van Mission.
The Bristol Diocesan Van, under the charge of Captain Rumens and Brother Lea, has been with us since February 8th, and has received a warm welcome. Mission Services (often with Lantern pictures) have been held nightly in the School, as well as special services for children and outdoor service on Sunday afternoon. All have been very well attended, and the words and visits of out' friends have met with an encouraging response. On the 22nd the Van moved on to Hambrook Mission Room, and a similar "campaign" was carried on for eight days, after which there was to be an interval for needed rest, and then a move to Winterbourne.

Notes.
The Frenchay and Hambrook Coal Club is a very practical charity; during the year ended September 30th, 1907, the sum of £84 9s 6d was paid in by depositors, and this obtained coal to the value of 3102 9s 6d; here is a clear gain of £18, made possible by the bonus fund (contributed by private subscribers and the Parochial Charities), by the discount given by the merchant on a large account promptly paid, and by Savings' Bank interest. It is an object lesson in the value of co-operation, guided and aided by voluntary workers, whose labours and gifts ought to have our sincerest thanks. The bonus was raised to 4s on each card for this year (we cannot promise that it will be as large another year), and was credited to 90 depositors.
We had a good C.E.T.S. meeting on February 3rd, and a splendid address from the Rev. B. T. White-Jones; among the items of the programme we must specially note a clever performance on hand-bells by Mr Bambridge.
There is no need to call attention to the Children's Concert on March 2nd and 3rd; the performers advertise it themselves. We trust that the result will be up to our usual mark.

Wanted.
A piece of Land in Frenchay, about 60 feet by 40, on which to build a Parish Hall; who will give, let, or sell us such a piece ? We have some money and promises towards the building, but cannot find a site. 

Baptisms.	"Children of GOD."
Febraury 15, Cyril George Baber.
February 15, Henry George Thomas Baker.

Burials.		"They are in peace."
February 3rd, Charles Edwin Parker, aged 11 months.
February 13th, Mary Angell, aged 81 years.
February 5th, Ann Rawlins, aged 81 years.
February 6th, Joseph Taylor, aged 74 years.
February 9th, Clara Elizabeth Hewitt aged 57 years.

CHURCH of S. JOHN BAPTIST, FRENCHAY.	April 1908.

Holy Week and Oood Friday.
	On the Tuesday evenings in Lent, our thoughts have been directed to the Cross, so "wondrous" in its manifold meanings to us and to the world; thus, when we come once more to the annual commemoration of the central facts of our religion, we should be able to enter more fully than before into the unfathomable depths of the Passion and Death of Our Blessed Lord. Let us try to keep the great week as quiet and as free from worldly engagements as we can; "still week" our Saxon forefathers used to call it--expressing the hush of reverence which seems to come over the Church Services at that time. Good Friday should be to us as though someone we loved were dying or dead in our midst; because many people make it a day of enjoyment, there is all the more reason that we should shew that to us it is a sad and solemn anniversary; do not make plans for amusing yourself that day, but resolve to spend some of the hours in Church, and some in kind acts and visits to the sick; if friends come to visit you, bring them with you to Church. Our Services are arranged as far as possible to suit all our people; there will be a special paper issued for the week, which will tell of the hours fixed, but probably they will be somewhat as follows: each day in Holy Week, Holy Comnmnion at 8, Morning Prayer with Reading at 11, Evening Prayer at 6, except on Tuesday when it will be at 7.30. On Good Friday, Morning Prayer at 10.30, the Three Hours' Devotion from 12 to 3, a short service at 5, and Evening Prayer at 7.30; at this the Sermon will be preached by the Rev. C. P. Wilson, Vicar of Fishponds, and it will be followed by a short service of preparation for Easter Communion. The collections on Good Friday will be given to the Jerusalem Mission.

Easter.
	"Ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy ;" Our Lord's words to His friends find a fresh fulfilment year by year as we live through the scenes of His Death and Resurrection, and strive to respond by our own penitence and faith; may true Easter joy be ours, finding its completion in a devout Communion, prepared for by sincere repentance, and followed by hearty thanksgiving.
	On such a day, when there are many Communicants, we often have some time to wait in Church; why not try to occupy part of it in giving thanks for all God's mercies; think of "all the blessings of this life" from your birth up to now; think of the happiness of religion which is yours, your Baptism, Confirmation and frequent Communions; thank God for all that He has yet in store for you, things passing our understanding; in some such way as this try to cultivate the spirit of joy.
	On Easter Day the celebrations will be at 6, 7, 8 (choral) and 12 (plain); also at 8 on the following days. Classes in preparation will be held at the Rectory on Monday at 8 p.m. for Young Women; Wednesday at 8 p.m. for Young Men; also the public preparation on Good Friday evening. Those desiring "the benefit of Absolution, together with ghostly counsel and advice" as the Prayer Book says, will find the Rector in Church on Wednesday at 12, Thursday at 5, Good Friday 5.30, or after any Service during the week. The Rev. L. Calway will assist on Easter Day, and preach in the morning.

Church Record.
	There has been a satisfactory attendance at the daily celebration during Lent, and Mr. Ferguson's impressive addresses on Tuesday evenings have been listened to with great attention; the last one will be on April 7th.
	So many of our friends found profit and enjoyment from the visit of the Church Army Mission Van to Frenchay and Hambrook, that we wish we could have kept it and its occupants longer with us; they had however other engagements to fulfil. Capt. Rumens has agreed to pay another and a longer visit to Hambrook in the Van, beginning on June 1st; we cannot say how long he will remain with us, but we hope for a month at least: the Rector will be glad to receive donations towards the expenses of the Van, in addition to such kind hospitality as is certain to be again offered.
	By the kindness of a friend, a good clock has been placed in the Choir Vestry, to keep us up to time; perhaps more people will hear than see it.
	We have had some interesting meetings about the Pan-Anglican Congress, and we hope that all Church-people are beginning to understand what it is about; if we are not able to take any part in the discussions in London, we shall at all events read about them with interest, now that we have got hold of the idea. Perhaps we in England are rather behind our brethren in other lands, but then we have so many things to occupy our attention; however, "better late than never "--and the same holds good about the Thank-offering; please get your boxes full soon, ask everyone who comes to your house to contribute, and save up anything you can. Our women have been diligent and enthusiastic in attending the working-party, and we hear that the Sale is fixed for Tuesday, May 12th in Miss Ward's garden.
	Our Sunday for Church Collections will probably be May 24th, and the Diocesan Thanksgiving Service, when our offerings will be presented in the Cathedlal is fixed, we believe, for June 11th. Fuller particulars next month.

The Children's Concert	given by the members of the Band of Hope on March 2nd and 3rd was as great a success as usual, both in the size of the audiences and the quality of the performances. The musical fairy-tale play "The Sleeping Beauty" was very well rendered by our young actors, the dresses being especially attractive; for these we have to thank the taste and labour of kind friends. The little ones' "Nursery Rhymes Play" was full of life and fun; in fact we may venture to say that all the songs, recitations and dialogues went extremely well. The net proceeds will go towards providing prizes for the best members of the Band of Hope, and extra amusements and pleasures of all the members on their summer excursion,

The Parents' League.
	Please read the paper enclosed in this Magazine, and think if it does not propose a fair and just way out of the so-called religious difficulty in elementary schools. What we aim at is, fair play all round; we do not ask for any rights for ourselves which we are not ready to give to others; and surely the wisdom of Parliament is equal to making arrangements by which this could be done.

Burials.		"They are in peace."
February 29th. Eliza Mary Wadham, aged 84 years.
February 29th. Elizabeth Kirk, aged 68 years.
March 3rd. Emily Upton, aged 50 years.
March 21st. CharlesCarpenter, aged 78 years.
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Church Notices.
	We are now passing through "the great forty days," in which our Lord was being manifested to His faithful followers after His resurrection, and was giving them instructions concerning "the Kingdom of God" (see Acts i, 3); it seems therefore appropriate that our thoughts should be directed to that kingdom and its work and prospects, and how we can aim at making it what our Lord intended it to be. It is proposed that some of the Sunday morning sermons should deal with some aspects of this subject, in view of the great Church gatherings of next month, and of our contribution towards the great Thank-offering. The collections on Sunday, May 24th will be set apart for that object, and the contents of boxes, with the proceeds of the sale, will then be offered; any later contributions may be sent to Mr. Ward (who is Hon. Treasurer for our Rural Deanery) in time for presentation at the Cathedral service on June 11th, some particulars of which will be found below.
	On the 28th comes the great festival of the Ascension of our Lord into heaven, preceded by the three Rogation Days, which are set apart as days of prayer with fasting; we earnestly desire to see this great festival more devoutly observed by Christian people, by attendance at the Holy Communion if possible; there will be celebrations at 6 and at 8; Children's service at 9; Morning Prayer and Sermon at 11; Evensong and Sermon at 8. On each of the Rogation Days there will be Morning Prayer and Litany at 11, instead of the usual hours.
	There may be some irregularity in the daily services during one or two weeks; notice will be given on the preceding Sunday, and posted in the porch.

Church Record.
	The special services of Holy Week were well attended, and many of our people seemed to feel the impression of the season, and to be helped by it; in all these respects the services of Good Friday were particularly noticeable. The Rector gave the addresses at the Three-Hours' service, as it was four years since he had done so himself; at Evensong the Rev. C. P. Wilson gave us a quiet helpful sermon on "Reconciliation," that is being friends with God. Those who had entered into the spirit of Good Friday were able to rejoice on Easter Day, and indeed it seemed truly a day of spiritual joy; the number of communicants was 183, about the same as last year, and included quite a number who came to the Altar for the first time here, or after long neglect; (let us who have made a good beginning persevere in regular attendance); still the watchful pastoral eye missed many who should have been present; if we add those who could not come on Sunday, but received during the Octave, and the sick communions, the total is 192. The Rector had the assistance of the Rev. L. Calway, who preached at matins. The choral services were bright and joyful, the result of long and careful preparation, and we must congratulate the organist and choir. The services were continued on the following Sunday. The Rector again thanks the Church-wardens and congregation for their generous Easter offering £20 17s 4d.
	The Easter Vestry passed off as harmoniously as usual; our valued Churchwardens were re-appointed, and they in turn nominated the same sidesmen as before, but it was considered desirable that next Easter and each following year two of the four should retire, so as to enlist the services of other Churchmen in helping forward Church work; another proposal was to increase the number of sides-men, and to have a "rota" (as it is called) on duty each Sunday or each month. Mr. A. Ford was re-appointed Parish Clerk and Sexton, with the care of the Churchyard. The Churchwardens' accounts shewed a balance in hand of £5 16s 9d, after paying all Church expenses, and it was reported that more than £69 had been collected for other objects. Before the meeting separated the following resolution was unanimously passed: "That this Vestry is of opinion that equal facilities for religious education should be provided in all schools for all denominations."
	The evening of Easter Monday witnessed an equally harmonious gathering, of quite a different character, at the school; 60 or 70 young people, with a sprinkling of elders to share their enjoyment, assembled at a "Social" promoted by the Temperance Society, and passed a merry time, with dance and song, from eight o'clock until midnight. The Rector and Mrs. Brooke, with their house party, were present, the younger members contributing many items to the musical programme, which was of a high character. We have especially to thank the Messrs. G. and H. Dunn, Miss Dolman, Miss Pernham, the Misses E. and V. Good, for songs; Mr. Wadlow for a reading Miss M. Mawler [ Mauler ? ] for a recitation,an d Mrs. Sharpe for accompaniments and dance music. The provision of refreshments was undertaken by Miss Good and the Committee, and gave great satisfaction. The only thing that we want is a Parish Hall, with a floor better adapted for dancing than a school-room can possibly be; when is any one going to find us a piece of ground to build on? (however, perhaps we ought to be thankful that we are still allowed to use the school-room for our innocent recreation; if certain people had their way, we should be turned out of our own buildings entirely!). Under the circumstances it was charming to see the grace and ease of our young dancers, and the great improvement due to the classes held during the winter: the whole tone of our amusements seems much higher than it used to be years ago.

G.F.S. [Girls' Friendly Society]
	The annual Festival of the Associates and Members of our local (Stapleton R.D.) branch of the Girls' Friendly Society will be held on Wednesday, May 20th, beginning with a special service at Frenchay Church at 3 p.m.; the preacher will be the Rev. J.P. Maud, Vicar of Redcliffe, and the collection will be for the sick members' fund. Tea and the usual proceedings at Cleve Wood (the pretty grounds of Mrs. Gale Coles) to follow.
	The Candidates will have their festival on the following Saturday; there will be a service for them at Frenchay Church at 3 p.m., at which the Rev. C. P. Wilson, Vicar of Fish-ponds will give an address.

Pan-Anglican Congress.
	It has been arranged to hold a miniature P.A.C. in Bristol, for the benefit of those unable to attend the great gatherings in London, on June 10th and 11th. Meetings will be held on the afternoon of Wednesday and also on Thursday, which will be addressed by some of the delegates from the Colonies, the United States, and the Mission Field, dealing with some of the important subjects of the Congress. On Thursday, at 11.30 our Diocesan Thanksgiving Service will be held in the Cathedral, and the Thankoffering of each parish in the diocese will be presented; there will also be a great public meeting on Wednesday evening. We trust that a good contingent of our church people will endeavour to attend the meetings and service. Fuller particulars next month.

	Our Sale of Work for the Thankoffering will be held at Miss Ward's, on Tuesday, May 12th, from 3 to 8. Admission free.

Burials.		"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."
April 5. Celia Newman, aged 76 years.
April 18. Elizabeth Hutton, aged 76 years.
April 24. Elizabeth Frances Scott (of Clifton), aged 85 years.

CHURCH of S. JOHN BAPTIST, FRENCHAY.	June 1908.

Church Notices.
	On Whit Sunday there will be celebrations of the Holy Communion at 7, 8, and mid-day, and we hope all that communicated on Easter Day will endeavour to attend on this great Festival; we are bound to thank God for His unspeakable gift of the Holy Spirit, Whose coming we commemorate with joy. Our offerings will be given to promote the cause of religious education, in helping the work of the National Society, the Parent and Defender of our Church Schools, whose work is more necessary now than ever; the sermon on Whit Sunday morning will be preached by the Rev. J. R. W. Thomas, Principal of the Diocesan Training College.
	On S. Barnabas' Day, June 11th, a great Diocesan Thanksgiving Service will be held at 11.30 in Bristol Cathedral, when the contribution of each parish to the Pan-Anglican Thankoffering will be presented. The preacher will be the Right Rev. Dr. Oluwole, the native Bishop in Western Equatorial Africa.
	S. John Baptist's Day is the anniversary of our own Patron Saint, and will be marked by special services; Holy Communion at 7 and 8, Morning Prayer with reading at 11, and choral Evensong and Sermon at 7.30, followed by the Office of the Guild of S. John Baptist. On the following Sunday we hope that members of the Guild will make their corporate Communion; in the afternoon we shall have our usual Flower Service, to which all, both young and old, are invited to bring gifts of flowers, fruit, eggs, or anything suitable for sending to the Hospitals; the collection will be for the Children's Hospital.
	Other anniversary celebrations in this month are, that of the Universities' Mission to Central Africa on Thursday 4th, and of the English Church Union on Thursday 25th; members and associates are requested to attend the celebration at 8 a.m.
	During this month the Church Army Van will be stationed at Hambrook, and we are sure that many of our people will be glad to see Capt. Rumens again, and will give him a hearty welcome. He will arrange his own services and plans, and will make personal calls.

Summary of Churchwardens' Account, For Year ending Dec 31st, 1907.
RECEIPTS.
Balance from 1906	o			0 0 5
Offertories for Church Expenses		91 0 6
Mrs. Rooke's benefaction			26 0 0
Special gift for Organ			20 0 0
					£137 0 11
EXPENDITURE.
Salaries--Organist				40 0 0
	Sexton and Sextoness		15 0 0
	Choir Boys and Blower		7 0 5
Care of Churchyard			10 10 0
Music and Tuning				0 15 0
Fire Insurance				4 2 6
Employees' Insurance			0 10 0
Care of Clock				0 10 0
Sacramental Bread and Wine			2 8 4
Washing Surplices				3 13 10
Cleaning, Lighting, and Heating		20 2 5
Repairs and Paint				2 14 2
Cheque Book, Stamps, etc			0 10 6
Lamps					1 14 6
Archdeacon's Visitation Fees			0 12 6
Cleaning of Organ				20 0 0
Balance					5 16 9
£					137 0 11

Announcements.
	The miniature Pan-Anglican Congress for the Diocese of Bristol will be held on June 10th and 11th. Besides the Cathedral Service mentioned above, there will be meetings at the Victoria Rooms as follows : Wednesday, 3 p.m., subject, "The Church's Ministry," 8 p.m., "The Church and Human Society ;" Thursday, 3 p.m., "The Church in Christian and Non-Christian Lands ;" to the afternoon meetings admission is by ticket, one shilling each time; the evening meeting is free. Each parish is to send two lay delegates, who will have special free tickets for all engagements. For tickets (free) to admit to the Cathedral, apply to the Rector, and for other particulars see bills to be issued presently.
	Our annual Band of Hope Excursion to Weston-super-Mare will take place on Tuesday, June 16th; those who wish to ensure carriage accommodation must take their tickets before the day.

	The Cricket Club will play first-eleven matches at Frenchay as follows :- June 8.	11.30, v. Bath Nomads.
	June 10.	2.30, v. Woofton-Under-Edge.
	June 20.	2.30, v. Downend.

Past Events.
	We were favoured with fine weather for our Sale of Work on May 12th. Mr. and Miss Ward kindly placed their garden at our disposal, and there was a large attendance of parishioners; the articles made or contributed by the members of the working party found a ready sale, and there was a great demand for tea and other refreshments, which it was pleasant to have out of doors, if only for once in the summer. We understand that the proceeds of the sale amounted to £25, which is most satisfactory. The total amount of our parochial contribution to the Pan-Anglican Thankoffering, including this sale, contents of boxes, and the collections on May 24th, will we hope exceed £57.

	The Church has had a thorough spring cleaning.
	The amount of Lent Savings for Waifs and Strays was £4 5s 4d; Hambrook Sunday School gave their savings of 8/10 to the U.M.C.A.
	The annual festival service of our local branch of the Girls' Friendly Society was held on May 2oth, the preacher being the Rev. J.P. Maud, Vicar of St. Mary Redcliffe; fine weather enabled the members to spend a very pleasant time at Cleve Wood afterwards. The Candidates had their day on the 23rd, and the Rev. C. P. Wilson gave an address at their service.

Baptism.		"A member of Christ."
May 21, Henry Louis Maggs.

Burials.		"They rest from their labours."
May 5.	George Manvell, aged 54 years.
May 21.	Sidney Butler, aged 59 years.
May 27.	Sarah Good, aged 85 years.

CHURCH of S. JOHN BAPTIST, FRENCHAY.	July 1908.

Church Notices.
During July, the Church Services will be under the charge of the Rev. A. H. McLaughlin Vicar of Much Birch, near Hereford, who has exchanged duty for that month with the Rector. On Sundays there will be the regular celebration at 8 o'clock, but no other, except the plain midday celebration on the first Sunday; also on Holy days and Thursdays at 8; other week day services will be according to notice given each Sunday. The Catechism will have a holiday, but Morning Sunday School will go on as usual, and Capt. Rumens will hold a Children's Service in the Churchyard every Sunday afternoon. Applications for Baptisms, Churchings. etc., should be made either at the Rectory, or to the Sexton.
On July 12th, the collections will be for the Queen Victoria Clergy Fund and the Clergy Pensions Institution, two valuable societies which in this diocese work together; this seems to be at present the best method of assisting in the support of the Clergy, but Church people ought to look forward to a comprehensive scheme of "Church Finance" which would embrace the training of Clergy, their maintenance, and superannuation; in an ancient and complicated system such as has grown up in the Church of England, this will not be easily or quickly done, but it is being considered and planned, and we ought all to take a lively interest in it.
On July 5th, the prayers of communicants at the early celebration are asked on behalf of the work of the Girls' Friendly Society--associates and members should endeavour to be present.

Record of Events.
The great event of the past month in Church circles has been the Pan-Anglican Congress in London, of which the daily and weekly papers have given us much information, and you will probably find more in the inside pages of this Magazine. In this diocese we had meetings in Bristol on June 10th and 11th, with special speakers; though well attended, the meetings were rather disappointing, giving no opportunity for discussion or exchange of opinion; still we had the opportunity of listening to useful speeches. The great Service in the Cathedral on St. Barnabas day was very inspiriting and crowded, many people being unable to gain admission; 210 clergy attended, and presented the thank-offerings of their respective parishes, the total amounting to over £6,237 (more has since come in); of this the Frenchay contribution was £60 1s 8d, including £25 1s 7d raised by the Guild's Sale of Work on May 12th. This is our special effort for the advancement of Christ's Kingdom at this time; our ordinary efforts must not become slack because of this, and our missionary boxes should again be filled up in readiness for S. Andrew's Day.
On Whitsunday there were 133 communicants, and the collections for the National Society amounted to £4 1s 8d.
The Church Army Mission Services at Hambrook have been well attended, and Capt. Rumens took advantage of the fine weather to have Sunday evening services out of doors, meeting with an encouraging response. These will be continued during July.
The statistical record of Church work for 1907 (which was a broken year as far as Frenchay is concerned) shews that the voluntary contributions for Church work from our parish, as far as they are known to us, amounted to over £407; we shall have a better record to shew next year probably.
The Band of Hope and their friends paid their annual visit to Weston-super-Mare on Tuesday, June 16th: at first the weather was damp and dull, but it soon cleared up and a very good time was spent. A party of 47 children and 41 adults left Stapleton Road at 9. 15 a.m., the majority travelling to the station in waggons kindly lent by Mr. Rymer and Mr. Withers; on arriving at Weston each child had a big bun to eat, and then family parties dispersed themselves over the beach in search of sand and air; the water was at this time too far off to be paddled in, but in the evening the tide came in grandly, and made a pretty sight. The members assembled for tea at Mr. Huntley's Beach Restaurant at 4 p.m., and showed that the salt air had given them keen appetites; friends who had not been with us before told us that they were impressed by the children's excellent behaviour; of course this is only what we expect of Frenchay Band of Hope members! After tea, there was much riding of donkeys on the beach, but no one ventured in the boats, as the waves appeared to be too rough! There was a large company of paddlers, headed by the C.A. Captain, who helped us all through the day. The train did not start on the homeward journey till after 9 p.m., so that it was late before the party eventually reached home, some of them not getting into bed till after midnight; still everyone said they had had a jolly day.
The School was visited by Canon Parker, the Diocesan Inspector of Religious Knowledge, on June 30th.
The County Education Authority have told us that we have too many or too highly-qualified Teachers on our School Staff, and have given notice to Miss Wigglesworth to leave at the end of July, greatly to the regret of Managers, Teachers, and children. The Managers have appointed Miss B. Whale, from Oldland School, as Supplementary Teacher in her place, to begin work in September.

Wanted.
A piece of Land in Frenchay, about 60 feet by 40, on which to build a Parish Hall: who will give, let or sell us such a piece? We have some money and promises towards the building, but cannot find a site. [Repeated from the March Magazine.]
The Church requires some new white silk book-markers, two long ones for the Bible, and a smaller one for the Altar-book; also our green chalice-veil and burse are very shabby, and we should like to see them replaced. The red book-markers have also been in use a long time, and do not correspond with the other red colours. Any offers of such gifts will be gratefully received; please make the offer before doing the work, that the right pattern and shade may be procured.

Future Events.
With the generous help of our many kind friends, the senior members of the Choir are meditating a grand Excursion to London on July 11th; should funds allow, it is proposed to have a drive round London in the morning, and to visit the Exhibition in the afternoon. We are inviting the Sidesmen and others to join.
It is proposed to hold the School-treat during the first week of the holidays, on Wednesday, August 5th, when the usual amusements will be in full swing on the Common; we mention this a long time beforehand, as many of our old boys and girls like to be at home on that occasion, and we are always glad to see them.
The Flower Show at Hambrook Grove will take place on August 19th; let us hope for finer weather than we had last year.

Marriages.
June 8. Arthur Palmer and Agnes Elizabeth Taylor.
June 20. Edward Herbert Abbott and Ada Louise Mann.

CHURCH of S. JOHN BAPTIST, FRENCHAY.	August 1908.

Church Notices.
Daily Services will be held in regular order during the month, unless notice of alteration is given on the Sunday. On the 23rd, the Collections will be for the maintenance of our Hambrook Mission Room, which has recently been the centre of our Church Army work; our ordinary funds are not sufficient to meet the expenses of this, so we ask all our Church people to give us a helping hand in this little bit of Home Mission work. The evening service of that day is of the Feast of S. Bartholomew, which falls on the 24th.
The children of the Day School, Catechism, and Sunday Schools will meet at the Church on Wednesday, August 5th, at 2.30 p.m. for a short service, after which a procession, headed by the Winterbourne Down Band, will be made round the Village, returning to the School for tea. The usual music and amusements will take place on the Common, and we will hope for a fine day.

Church Record.
The following is the Report of the Rev. Canon Parker, the Bishop's Inspector of Religious Knowledge, on his visit to Frenchay School on June 30th. "Babies are now taken separately with much advantage. The Religious Teaching is effectively given by Clergy and Teachers; written work and repetition were good. The children reached a very fair average in their answers, and were attentive and well-behaved."
The Flower Service on June 28th was well attended, and amongst the numerous offerings were 33 baskets containing 172 eggs, and also 32 pots of growing flowers, besides bunches of cut flowers, from garden and field. Very warm thanks were expressed by the authorities of the Bristol Royal Infirmary and the Children's Hospital, to whom, after providing for our own sick people, these offerings were sent.
Thanks to the generosity of our friends, the senior members of the Church Choir (who were accompanied by the Sidesmen, Sexton, and senior Servers) had a most enjoyable excursion to London on July 11th; the Rector unfortunately was not able to go with them, but one who was there has kindly supplied the following account of the day's proceedings.

Choir Excursion.
On July 11th the Choir, excluding the junior boys, and accompanied by some friends invited by the Rector, had there annual excursion, the place chosen being London. When it was first proposed to take this trip many thought the expense would be prohibitive, but thanks to the generosity of the congregation, and a liberal donation from an outsider, we quite think when accounts are posted up to be able to present a clean sheet.
The party numbered 20, and availed themselves of special facilities offered by Messrs. Cook, which proved highly satisfactory, and enabled the excursionists to have the maximum of pleasure with a minimum of fatigue. After a pleasant railway journey we arrived at Uxbridge Road about noon and were duly met by Messrs. Cook's Conductor, with a well-horsed charabanc, which conveyed us to Slater's Restaurant, in Oxford Street, where a most substantial dinner was provided. After partaking of this welcome meal we re-entered our carriage, accompanied again by our voluble conductor (styled "talking machine" by our witty driver) and had three hours' drive over the great "Emporium of the Universe."
It would be impossible to enumerate all the wonderful buildings and places shown and explained to us by our "guide, philosopher and friend," but suffice it to say we gazed on St. Paul's, the Old Lady of Threadneedle Street, the Royal Exchange, Whiteley's, the huge Birkbeck Bank, etc., and later entered the Houses of Parliament, the Roman Catholic Cathedral at Westminster, and the famous Abbey. At the Cathedral we heard some Gregorian music perfectly rendered, and at the Abbey a fine anthem effectively sung by the well-trained choir, and accompanied on the grand electric-pneumatic four-decker organ, providing us with a treat we shall long remember.
Our next move was to the Franco-British Exhibition at Shepherd's Bush, the endless "sights" en route affording continual pleasure. On arrival tea was partaken of in the tourists' room under most enjoyable conditions. To attempt a description of the "White City" in our limited space would be impossible. When we say that the attendance on this day exceeded a million, and that one of the queues was a mile long, little surprise will be felt at Londoners themselves declaring the Exhibition eclipses everything of the kind seen in London before. Without mentioning the numerous exhibits and various side shows, the buildings themselves being so wonderfully and artistically constructed are well worthy a visit, and when illuminated at night the effect is such as to exceed one's wildest imagination. We never before witnessed such a vast assemblage of humanity, but there was no hustling, no over-crowding, as often is the case nearer home, and our impressions of the great city, with its vast multitudes, its wonderful activity, and its more wonderful history, and of the great show now being held in its midst, with its huge collection of foreign and home-produced exhibits, attracting as it does visitors from all parts of the world, forced us into a quiet contemplative mood as we made our way homeward to our little village at Frenchay, which we reached at not an unreasonable hour, seeing we did not leave Paddington till 1.30 night.
The trip was so successful, so instructive, and so profitable, that one must be excused for entertaining the hope that another on somewhat similar lines may be within the reach of the party some time not in the very remote future.
H. I. J.

CHURCH of S. JOHN BAPTIST, FRENCHAY.	September 1908.

Church Notices.
On Sunday, September 6th, the members of the Frenchay Branch of the Rational Sick and Burial Association will hold a Church Parade, and attend the Evening Service at Frenchay Church. The sermon will be preached by the Rev. R. W. Vickers, M.A., and the collection will be for the Hambrook Village Hospital; boxes for contributions will also be carried in the procession, which will be accompanied by Greenway's Military Band.
A Meeting will be held in the Vestry immediately after Morning Service on Sunday, Sept. 13th, to elect two representatives to the Ruri-decanal Conference. All adult male lay members of the Church of England who reside or own or occupy property in the ecclesiastical parish are qualified to vote; those elected must be communicants. As this is (as matters at present stand) the layman's one opportunity of taking part in the representative self-government of the Church, outside his own parish, it is hoped that as many as possible will attend. The lay representatives on the R.D. Conference elect the lay members of the Diocesan Conference, a body which, though at present it has but little power, may at any time be called on to come to an important decision, or take action of great consequence to the welfare of the Church. Let us therefore, as far as we are concerned, take an interest in this matter, and send our representatives backed up by the unanimous opinion of their fellow churchmen.
The collections on September 27th, will be given to the Church of England Society for providing Homes for Waifs and Strays; the Rev. G. E. Davis will preach in the morning and also address the Catechism.
Wednesday evening service at Hambrook Mission Room begins on September 2nd, at 7 p.m.
Classes in preparation for Confirmation will begin next month. We do not expect to have so many as last year, but shall be glad to hear of any candidates, especially of those rather above the usual age, as we should be able to give them more individual attention. Our candidates would go to meet the Bishop at one of the town Churches in the early part of December, as there is no suitable local Confirmation.

A Gift.
For some time we have had in our Church Porch a notice to any (and at holiday seasons there are many) who come in "just to have at look at the Church," and it has proved very useful: as it has become worn and shabby, a friend has given us a new notice in a neat oak frame, varnished, supplied by that valuable but not enough known Society, the Free and Open Church Association. The wording is as follows: "To VISITORS--This Church is open daily for private devotion, quiet rest, or suitable reading, and inspection of the building and its memorials. The Clergy and Churchwardens would remind Visitors that, with due regard to the first of these objects, it is important to abstain from audible conversation and anything inconsistent with due reverence for the House of God No charge is made, nor any fee allowed, but offerings placed in the Alms Boxes for the objects thereon signified, will be thankfully and carefully used. The Clergy and Wardens desire for all Visitors both pleasure and profit from their visit, and their prayers for the work of GOD and for the people of this place."

Hambrook Mission Room.
During June and July, Church Army Services were held on Sunday and Wednesday evenings, the former being often in the open-air. A great many people were glad to have Captain Rumens among them again, and he wishes to thank all who have been kind to him, and to say how much he enjoyed his visit. We trust that he is benefited in health by this time of comparative leisure in the country, and by the kindly care which has been shewn to him. We ought not to forget that on one Sunday evening he held a Flower Service, and a large number of gifts were brought, which were sent to the C.A. Headquarters in London, and gratefully acknowledged. We hope that Captain Rumens will be able to come for another visit at some future time.

The School Treat.
This annual festivity, enjoyed by parishioners of older years quite as much as by the children, came off in fine weather, fortunately not too hot, on August 5th. The children, to the number of 154, assembled at the Church at 2.30 for a short service, and then, headed by the Winterbourne Down Brass Band, marched round the village carrying banners and flags. When the school was reached, they sat down for tea on the lawn in front, and were waited upon by their teachers and friends. After grace and cheers, presents were given to all the Infants, and the others went for a free ride on Mr. Pruett's steam roundabout, now glorified into "Golden Gallopers," which with the accompanying side shows, had been set up on the Common. Races and games followed, and all appeared to enjoy themselves immensely. Later, the band (under the direction of Mr. A. Fowler) played dance-music, and a large number of people danced on the smooth dry grass, which was like a polished floor, owing to the long drought. At 9 o'clock we had a novelty in the shape of a display of fireworks, which appeared to give great pleasure. We thank all who by their gifts or work made it possible for us to have such a happy day.

Football Club.
At a general meeting held on August 14th, it was decided that the subscription for playing members should be 2/- for the season: this may be paid in weekly instalments, and must be paid before the end of October, if the member wishes to play in Club Matches. The following are the elected Officers: captain, A. Thomas; Vice-Captain, J. Whiteley; Hon. Secretary, E. Haskins; Committee, Messrs. G. Smith, A. J. Rawlins, S. Ricketts, C. King, A. Baker, W. Gay. The Club is entered for the Bristol and District League (2nd division) and for the Minor Cup; a good list of fixtures has been arranged.

Parish Notes.
The members of the Choir who were too young to take part in the great expedition to London, recorded in our last number, had a lovely day for their trip to Ilfracombe on August 17th. The mothers thought that the poor Rector would have his hands full, but "they were not bad at all," as they said when they came home, using the word as applied to that part of its which sometimes suffers at sea. Indeed, the water was so smooth as to be disappointing to the young adventurous spirits who expected to see some of the "white-crested billows" and "waves mountains high" which they read of in books; they do not feel like the hardy mariners they hoped to be! The sun was very hot, and the steamer was rather full (especially as far as Weston), but we had a very pleasant voyage both ways, a short time and a good tea on land, and plenty to talk about when we got home. As regards funds for these two trips, we are glad to say that thanks to generous donations, we managed to make both ends meet.

The Hambrook Flower Show on August 19th, was again a success, both as regards entries and in the matter of attendance; the weather also was favourable and everybody hopes that all these things may occur again next year. We shall miss the kind friends who allowed the use of their grounds, but now that public spirit is aroused, we shall surely be anxious to continue such a successful fixture.

Question for Frenchay--which are the more beautiful objects, telephone posts or trees?

Baptism.		"A member of Christ."
July 21st. Rita Veronica Kingston.

Marriage.	"Heirs together of the grace of life."
August 10th. William Henry Jennings and Helen Kate King.


CHURCH of S. JOHN BAPTIST, FRENCHAY.	October 1908.

Church Notices.
Our united parochial Day of Thanksgiving falls on the first Sunday in October, which will be observed with special Services. "Let us come before His Presence with thanksgiving," and let us make a point of attending the chief act of thanksgiving, the Holy Communion. There will be celebrations at 7 o'clock, at 8, (at which we shall have the assistance of the Choir), and after Morning Prayer. The children will have their thanksgiving at 3 p.m. At the Evening Service, the anthem will be Stainer's "Ye shall dwell in the land," and the canticles will be sung to Ebdou's beautiful music. The collections on that day will be divided between the Church of England Temperance Society and the Hambrook Mission Room; for this latter, help is needed on account of the expenses of the Church Army Mission this year, and because we had a wet Sunday on August 23rd, when our alms were last asked for it. The preacher at 11 a.m. will be the Rev. L. Calway, of All Saints', Clifton.
Classes in preparation for Confirmation will begin after the second Sunday in October; the regular hours are--for young women, Tuesday 4 p.m., or Thursday 7 p.m.; for young men Saturday, 7.30 p.m.; these classes are held at the Rectory. Special times are arranged for elder people, and for those whom these hours do not suit.

Notes.
There was a large congregation on Sunday evening, September 7th, when the members of the Rational Sick and Burial Association attended Church; the Downend Band accompanied the members on their march from White's Hill, and collecting boxes for the Village Hospital were carried; at the Church the members were met by the Clergy and Choir, and a hearty congregational service followed; our friend Mr. Vickers preached an appropriate sermon "as unto wise men," and the Band afterwards played "The silver trumpets." The collection, including the contents of the boxes, amounted to £4 17s., out of which it was decided to make a grant to the District Nurse Fund, the main sum being for the Village Hospital.
At a meeting of church members held on September 13th, Messrs. H. T. Coles and H. W. Ward were elected as parochial representatives on the Ruri-decanal Conference, the purpose of which was explained in our last number.
A Jumble Sale, chiefly of clothes, will be held in the Parish towards the end of October, in aid of the Universities' Mission to Central Africa; contributions are invited. Full particulars of place and date will be duly published.

C.E.T.S.
A Committee Meeting was held at the Rectory, on September 15th, when the balance sheet of the Branch for the past year (see below) was passed, and plans were made for the ensuing season. Miss B. Whale was elected Honorary Secretary, in place of Mr. A. J. Rye, whose business engagements compelled him to resign, after nearly six years' useful work. It was decided to call upon all adult members to pay their subscription, or some part of it, at the beginning of the season, if they wished to enjoy members' privileges as to Socials and Excursions. The annual subscription is 1/-, but Junior members are admitted at 6d. There are some young people who used to attend the Band of Hope, and are (we trust) still staunch to their Temperance principles, but have not yet signed the adult declaration; these and all others are invited to come and join us in our honourable and arduous campaign.
The first meeting will be held on Monday, October 5th, at 7.30 p.m., and we are pleased to say that the Rev. N. S. de Jersey, Chaplain of the Seamen's Institute, Bristol, has promised to give us an address. There will be a programme of music etc, and an interval for refreshments; coffee provided gratis.
C.E.T.S. Balance Sheet year ending Sept. 1908.
Receipts.
Balance in hand			3 4 0
Interest 1906-1907			0 3 8
Church Collection			3 1 1
Donations 			0 15 0
Subscriptions (Adults'),		1 13 0
,,	(Children s)		2 4 0
Profits of Socials			2 3 2
,,	Entertainments		2 19 8
Magazines, Cards and Badges	0 7 10
Excursion to Weston-super-Mare	3 13 0
	£20 4 5
Payments.
Diocesan affiliation fee		0 10 6
Extra ditto			0 10 6
To Prison Gate Mission		3 1 1
Expenses ot Meetings		0 19 7
Magazines, Cards, etc		0 14 11
Expenses of Parents' Tea		0 12 10
Excursion to Weston-super-Mare	7 8 10
Balance in hand			6 6 2
£20 4 5
E. Good,	Hon. Treasurer.

Impressions of Venice.	(FROM A PARISHONER ABROAD).
It is almost impossible to give to those who have not seen her, any idea of the intense charm of the Queen of the Adriatic. Whether on the Grand Canal, the chief street, so to speak, of the City with its glorious marble palaces decorated with balconies and windows which suggest the patterns of Venetian Lacework, or in the little side canals, where at every turn some little bright picture, perhaps of an Oleander tree stuck in a little courtyard at the water's edge, all is charm. The merry little steamers pass up and down every ten minutes, and one wonders how the long graceful gliding gondolas manage to get out of the way.
On Tuesday last, September 8th, might be seen a living reproduction of a picture of Gentile Bellini's, called "The Miracle of the Cross." It represents a procession passing over the bridge of a canal, and first come men dressed in quaint old liveries with open-work lace stockings over under-stockings carrying enormous candlesticks with flaring candles; next come Clergy, Canons, Bishops and then the Cardinal Patriarch of Venice, all the former in glittering golden vestments, and the Patriarch in one embroidered in many colours, with jewelled mitre. So far a reproduction of the olden time. But then came all the different guilds of the City--the men heading each guild with an enormous flag, but clad alas! in every day garments. The women and-girls looked better, for theirs were banners, and they wore white tulle veils. The Church out of which they came, and to which they returned, S. Maria della Salute, stands at the top of about fifty immensely wide marble steps crowded with people making holiday.
The Venetians are exceedingly handsome, the women go bareheaded, with hair beautifully arranged, and all looked so very clean, especially the happy merry children. A very different but most picturesque sight is the fruit and vegetable market. In large flat-bottomed boats come the lovely products of Palestrina. They arrange them with such taste in round baskets, and beyond the round of the basket they pile the fruit in a cone shape finishing off the point with green, and lightly confining it with slight willow bands. Imagine the effect of rows on rows of these baskets of tomatoes, peaches, apples, pomegranates, green grapes, white grapes, and enormous green as well as smaller melons, the glow of colour is most wonderful.
For the comic side of Venice one must go to the Lido, an island reached by the steamer in twenty minutes. There one alights, crosses the island by electric tram in a few minutes, and arrives at the bathing establishment. Many and various are the costumes in which families sport in the sea. Some take a hut at 5/- a day, in which there are two tiny rooms, a few chairs, and a bed to rest on of a trestle description, and spend all day running in and out of the water. They come out and lie down in the blazing sun and their skins get quite black; a family party sit round a table, and work or write letters in their bathing dresses, and then go off again into the water; some even hire a stove and cook their meals al frosco.
But this is enough for the present.

Baptisms.	"Children of God."
September 6th. Edward James Stone.
September 6th. Ivy May Palmer.
September 12th. Florence Virginia Thompson.
September 12th. Iris Mabel Edwards.
September 12th. Dorothy Edwards.
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Church Notices.
During Advent, there will be an additional celebration of the Holy Communion every Tuesday at 8 a.m. and an Advent Service, with Address, every Wednesday at 7.30 p.m.; the Hambrook Service will not be held during this season. The first Wednesday will be observed as a Day of Intercession for Foreign Missions, services being held at 11 and 7.30; those who hold Missionary Boxes are requested to bring or send them to the Vestry after evening service that day, when a short meeting of Box-holders will be held to decide how the contents of the Boxes shall be allotted.
The monthly Service for Communicants will be held on Friday, December 11th at 3 p.m.; it consists of Prayers, Hymns, an Address, and space for Meditation and silent prayer; all communicants are invited.
The collections at week-day celebrations will be on the 3rd, for Central Africa; 10th, and 17th, for Hambrook Mission Room; 24th, 31st, and Holy-days, for the Catechism and Sunday Schools; no collection on Tuesdays. On Christmas Day our offerings will be, as usual, for providing the New Year's Dinner for aged parishioners; to make arrangements for this, a short meeting will be held in the Vestry after Morning Service on December 20th; there is no late celebration that day.
On the Sunday before Christmas, after Evensong, there will be a general service of preparation for Christmas Communion, at which the presence and the prayers of all intending communicants are invited. On Christmas Eve, there will be Evensong, with Hymns and short address at 6 p.m.; on Christmas Day, the Holy Communion at 7, at 8 (choral) and at noon; Morning Prayer and Sermon at 11; Evensong and Carols at 4.

"Ember Pennies"
The Church of England is in the greatest difficulty to-day from want of Clergy. There are more men than ever wanting to be ordained to-day, but unable to provide the money necessary for their training. If every Communicant would give one penny on each of the twelve Ember Days in the year, this problem would practically be settled; for a shilling from each communicant of the Church of England would mean £120,000 a year.
I propose to have sent to each of our Communicants whose name is known to me, on or before December 13th, a small envelope with a request that they will place in it threepence during the Ember week, and bring it to the Church at any service on December 20th; this plan has already been successfully begun in the neighbouring parish of Almondsbury, and it is from the letter of the Vicar of that parish that I take the sentences at the beginning of this paragraph. The Ember Days are the Wednesday, Friday and Saturday after the First Sunday in Lent, Whit Sunday, September 11th, and December 13th; they are fast days, and should be marked by some self-denial; what we save by our self-denial should be offered to God for His service, and for the training and support of those for whom we especially pray on those days.

Past and Future Events.
Mr. Organ's lectures on "The Horse" have been so much appreciated, that he consented to continue them during the whole of November.
The Temperance Society had another good meeting, and an earnest address from Mr. J. T. Osborne, on November 2nd. The next meeting is on Monday, December 7th, at 7.30 p.m.; when the Rev. C. P. Wilson, Vicar of Fishponds, is coming to speak to us. The Christmas Social Evening for junior members will be held on Boxing Day.
The Club Room for young men has again been opened on Frenchay Hill, and is well used every night for reading and games; members pay 3d per week subscription, and can join on application to J. J. Mayell, Hon. Sec. Some illustrated papers and magazines would be gratefully received, and the Rector, who is Hon. Treasurer, would be glad of some subscriptions towards the expenses.
The Cricket Club announce a first-class Concert for December 1st; for particulars see bills.
The Football Club had a very pleasant Social and Dance on November 16th, which was well patronised. We understand that the team has begun another successful season, and we wish them all perseverance and continued victories.
The subject of the proposed Parish Hall and Institute has been much in discussion during the past month, and plans and estimates are being prepared. We may now make it known that an excellent site, at the corner of the Downend Road (opposite the Friends' Meeting House) has been most kindly offered by Mr. Tuckett, who has also promised a generous donation to the Building Fund. As soon as plans are decided upon, a public meeting will be held to consider the ways and means of raising the necessary funds; it is evident that we shall all of us have to work very hard, and every man and woman, boy and girl, in the Parish will (we hope) give their help in getting a thing so useful both to ourselves, and to those that come after us.
We have received opinions both of approval and of disapproval of the "Suggestion" mentioned in our last number, as to pictures in the Church. It is evident that if at any time such pictures are placed, they must be really first-rate works of art, large, and well-framed; they should form a series illustrating the Life of Our Lord and some of His wonderful acts. But, as we said, it requires a good deal of thinking about, and nothing must be done in a hurry.

Baptisms.	"Children of God."
October 31. Cecil Worthy George Gay.
November 15. Jack Edwin Mapstone.

Marriage.	"Whom God hath joined together."
November 21. James Gowen and Ellen Maby.

Burials.		"At home with the Lord."
October 31. Margery Hill, aged 59 years.
November 3. Sarah Hutton, aged 85 years.
November 4. James Packer, aged 76 years.


