Frenchay Parish Magazine. January 1918

Notes for 1918.
Our Parochial War Savings Association is now a little more than a year old, and it is humiliating to confess that, despite the exultation with which its birth was hailed and the influential support promised, the number of subscribers has been very meagre, indeed but 22, of whom--to their honour--13 are school children. In fact, amongst the principal holders of Certificates is a young speculator who invested his first sixpence at the mature age of three. The total amount subscribed so far is £110, and the number of certificates issued 116. Mr. Wadlow, the Secretary, will be glad to enrol new members at the School House at any time.

Marriage.	"Jesus was called to the marriage."
December 18th. At Coldaston, William Thomas Candy, of Hambrook, and Edith Marguerite Crew, of The Manor, Coldaston.

Free-will Offering Fund. (From October 21st to December 16th)
[A list of amounts follows.]
A Committee Meeting was held at Cedar Hall on 30th October, when the following grants were made:-
Diocesan Board of Finance £30; Society for the Propagation of the Gospel £5; Additional Curates' Society £5; Church Army £5; Universities Mission to Central Africa £5; Church of Englaun Temperance Society £5; Queen Victoria Clergy Fund £5; Hostel of St. Luke £5; Clergy Orphans £3 3s.
Following this the Annual Meeting of Subscribers was held, at which there was a small attendance. The places of the three members retiring in rotation were filled, the Committee for the year 1918 consisting of:- TheRector, Churchwardens, and Secretary and Treasurer (Miss Good) ex officio, Miss Crouch, Mrs. Flux, Mrs. Tanner, Mrs. Randall Vickers, Mr. Ricketts, Mr. Selkirk, Mr. Wadlow.

Church Collections.
November 4	£2 5 2,		November 11	£1 17 10,
November 18	£2 2 6,		November 25	£1 12 6.

Roll of Honour.
It is with great regret and with sincere sympathy with: his parents that we have to record the death of Corporal Albert William Jones, Royal Welsh Fusiliers, who, after previously serving in France and Egypt, was killed in action in Palestine on November 6th.

Prisoners of War.
The subscribers to the local fund for sending parcels of food to prisoners of war will be interested to learn that we have received a number of letters through Miss Good, who is organising the work, expressing their very deep gratitude for what is being done for them. There seems to be every reason for supposing that all the parcels arrive safely. Miss Good will be very glad to receive any additional subscriptions towards this useful and necessary work.

Frenchay, 1849 to 19-.	(Continued.)
The School treats were greatly enjoyed in those days; everyone, from oldest to youngest, was on the Common; the cottages were locked up, the key being held by grandmother, or to be found in mother's capacious pocket. The cakes were made by Sarah Webb and Elizabeth Waight, and later by Sarah Sperrins, and baked in their large ovens. All the morning was occupied in cutting up the cakes. Country children then seldom had cakes, and they certainly seemed able to eat an astonishing amount. The tea was made in a large boiler in the School, with milk and sugar mixed; this was before urns were introduced; bread and butter came in later years. There was a band, which all enjoyed, as there were no roundabouts to interfere with it, and plenty of dancing and races of all kinds; the prizes were small, sometimes only a packet of sweets or a handful of gooseberries, but they afforded great delight, and those who had to arrange and start them got tired before the competitors. There was always tea for "the gentry" at Mrs. Rooke's; indeed, she was the ruling spirit of everything in Frenchay. When we first came she was able to walk about the house with the help of sticks, arid was wheeled to Church in a chair, but soon she was quite unable to walk, and suffered terribly, though she never complained. I wish I could give you some idea of her countenance, always so placid and with such a sweet smile, and she had beautiful snow-white hair. Before our Church was built she used to walk to Winterbourne twice every Sunday, once with the Children, whom she always taught and took, to the morning service, and also for the afternoon service. The continual exertion was too much for her, and she was crippled some time before she passed away. Some have asked why she was ''Mrs. Rooke" when her husband's name was Worrall. About the time of his death a nephew left her his property with the proviso that she was to take the name of Rooke. Through her kindness there was always a splendid bonfire on the Common on November 5th;a large tar barrel was suspended amid the faggots, and burnt brightly for some hours; there were also plenty of crackers and squibs. One year the young Wadhams, Halls, and Tucketts and others tied crackers to the knockers of the doors (many houses had knockers then) and set fire to them. The violent knocking brought people to their doors, where they were greeted by crackers almost in their faces. The lads thought it very good fun, but when their parents had to pay for the repainting of the doors it was viewed in a different light, and the joke was not repeated.
The mummers at Christmas were a great institution, the seven Champions with St. George being much the grandest, all beautifully dressed, a mixture of armour, ribbons, velvet, and artificial flowers, with high head-gear, like that of the old French Guards. There was a great clashing of wooden swords, and after challenging and much talking they danced a reel and "shuffle dance" to the accompaniment of a flute and tin whistle. One year a rival and very inferior set arrived, but a few blows from the swords of our old friends obliged them to decamp. In later years the dresses were very poor, consisting only of the addition of paper flowers and streamers, and after a time it all came to an end.
All through the winter we had a watchman, whose duties were arranged by Mr. Francis Tuckett. He was provided with a greatcoat, thick stick, lantern, and rattle, and called out the hours and the state of the weather. I cannot say that we often heard him, being too sound asleep, though he took care to be specially loud before Mr. Tuckett's house, that he should be aware that he was doing his duty. He had to slip a piece of paper each night under Mrs. Rooke's front door, as her house was not very visible from the road;indeed, any house standing back received similar attention. Even with all this care, one winter some houses were entered, and for a time we had two watchmen. Our Church was entered, but the burglars were disappointed in not finding the Church plate, which was always kept at Mrs. Rooke's. They did, however, some mischief. and we were all very indignant at our Church being desecrated.
			G.C.J.Robinson		(To be Continued.)
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Lent.
February 13th is Ash Wednesday, the First Day of Lent, that solemn season during which the Church calls upon her faithful children by special self-restraint and prayer to wean themselves from and fortify themselves against the deadly attractions of this sinful world, a world which hated Christ heretofore and still hateth Christ's. Once again she directs our gaze to the figure of Our Lord in the awful solitude of the wilderness. He by Whom all things were made, He the spotless Son of God, devoted forty days to unbroken abstinence and undisturbed communion with The Father. The Church here meets us with no subtle arguments, no perplexing doctrines; she only states the plain fact, which at this season we commemorate and cries: "Behold your great ensample! Are you really striving to be like Him? You have sworn to be Christ's faithful soldier and servant; can you then refuse to tread in the footsteps of your Leader?" All of us, alas! have to bemoan lives very, very widely estranged from God, and our sins are indeed more in number than the hairs of our heads, yet have we each one of us some especial iniquity which ever besets us as the heaviest and strongest of the fetters wherewith Satan chains us back from God. Could we but once shake off this we might indeed hope to free ourselves link by link from our other bonds. Shall we not then at this time, as the first step in loosening ourselves from the thrall of Death specially devote our efforts to the casting from us of our besetting sin?

Let Us not be Weary in Well-doing.
	With the deepest grief and shame must it be recorded that the number of communicants on Christmas Day again shewed a most sad falling off, being 27 less than the year before. For the reduced attendance at God's Altar Sunday by Sunday we have ruefully and doubtingly tried to account by the fact that so large a proportion of the parishioners is engaged in war work in one form or another, but on the general holiday this excuse could only apply to those tending the sick. Can we wonder that the war still goes on and that a righteous victory is still withheld? Despite the many, more than a tenth of our population, who have gone forth to fight for God, King, country, and home, all our services were at first well maintained and largely attended, but since the National Mission, the congregation, whilst not adopting any of the special changes then proposed and tried, has failed to return to its old regular habits. On many occasions it has been impossible to hold a week-day Celebration for lack of even two to communicate with the priest, and--perhaps saddest of all--at the special Friday evening Intercession for those striving in or suffering through the war the attendance has dwindled to half-a-dozen or less. Earnestly as we may plead for our dear ones in private let us never forget the special promise made to united prayer. What work can possibly equal in dignity Intercession, which is to share in the continuous work of Christ Himself in Heaven? Each has his part to do; to Joshua and his warriors it is given to go forth and fight, to Moses and his .supporters to stand apart and pray. Whilst the earthly task of each must itself be made a prayer, of some--denied an active part in life--must prayer itself be made the earthly task. "I exhort therefore that first of all Intercessions be made for all men." "Moreover, as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you."

Church Collections.
December 2,		£3 0 0		December 9,		£2 2 7
December 16,		£1 17 0		December 23,		£1 10 0
December 30,		£1 18 0

	A post-card has been received by Mrs. Parker Skidmore from her husband stating that he is a prisoner of war in Germany. It will be remembered that he was recently awarded the Military Medal. We shall hope to hear shortly that he is well and unwounded.

Christmas Parcels for our Lads at the Front.
	The delightful task of distributing the Christmas Parcel Fund was this year one of some perplexity. The necessity of very early postage, especially to the more distant fronts, the tardiness of subscribers, despite many appeals, in sending their contributions, and the many changes of address owing to great shiftings of troops, made it difficult to. determine the value of each parcel and the destination of many. Every man at the fronts, however--to the number of 61--received in good time an equal present of cigarettes, chocolate, writing-paper, and carbolic soap, and from most of them highly grateful letters have already been received. Later subscriptions enable us to supplement this gift with a shilling postal-order in the New Year.
	Though, as usual, our Fund was equally distributed amongst all our lads at the front without distinction, some of our parishioners who are not members of our congregation did not contribute to it this year, but raised a separate subscription to send parcels to their own particular friends, with the result that some of our brave representatives received two parcels each, and others only one.

Christmas Gifts for Soldiers at the Fronts, 1917.
SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.
Per Mrs. Burges	£6 2 0
Per Miss Good		£7 3 9
Deficit		o	£0 1 3
Total			£13 7 0

EXPENDED PER MRS. BURGES.
Cigarettes		£2 17 6
Chocolate		£2 1 10½
Writing-pads		£1 17 6
Soap			£0 14 6
Postal Orders		£2 8 8
Parcel Post		£2 19 1
Stamps, String, &c	£0 7 10½
Total			£13 7 0

Red Cross Working Party.
	In the year 1916-October-1917, 250 garments were made by the above. All these were forwarded to the County Headquarters at Cheltenham, save the parcel of pyjamas sent to Cleve Hill Hospital. The subscriptions amounted to £5 5s., the expenses to £10 7s 11d, leaving a balance due to the Treasurer of £5 2s 11d. This has been reduced by the proceeds of a Whist Drive, most kindly organised by Miss Good. At present there is a deficit on the Fund of £2 15s 11d. It is hoped to insert the audited balance sheet in next month's issue.
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Old Folks' New Year's Gift.

As our Annual Old Folks' Dinner has been suspended for the last two years and the collection in Church on Christmas Day given to some fund for the relief of sufferers through the war, it was decided this year, in consideration of the great number of war charities which have been supported by this Parish, once again to make an appeal on behalf of our own elderly friends for a sum sufficient to give a small New Year's gift to each. This resulted in £4 10s being raised, which provided a packet of tea for each of 75 people over 60 years of age; every man, and there were 34 of them, receiving a present of tobacco besides, whilst to 41 women cocoa was given instead. It took so long to procure these goods, especially the tea, that there seemed some likelihood of the New Year's bounty converting itself into a next-Christmas present, but they were secured at last, and the delay proved only to have increased their welcome.

Marriage.	"Jesus was called……to the marriage."
February 4.--William Herbert Lovell, Lance-Corporal, A.O.C., on leave from active service, and Frances Mary Ford, of Frenchay.

Church Collections,
Jan 6	3 5 0		Jan 13		2 1 0
Jan 20	1 15 6		Jan 27		2 8 8

Prisoners of War.
In the August Magazine a report was given as to the number of parcels which had been sent from the Hambrook Post Office to prisoners of war (or interned merchant seamen) and a request made for help to continue the work. Miss Good most sincerely thanks the kind friends who have so generously responded either by regular subscriptions or donations. On January 14th, just a week after his arrival in England, a man who has been interned since the commencement of the war (who is now exchanged, being over 45 years of age) and to whom we have been sending parcels came to Hambrook and told a few subscribers some of his experiences, which, during the first few months, it is impossible to describe. He assured us the parcels arrived safely, and that the men could not have lived without them, it being practically all the food they got. This assurance makes us doubly anxious to do more rather than less. Before leaving he insisted upon giving a most generous donation to the fund. Now that one of our own men (Parker Skidmore, who won the Military Medal a few months ago) is a prisoner, we must make provision for his parcels. Additional subscriptions are being promised by his relatives and by residents in Hambrook, many of whom are most willing to contribute.

The message of Mr. Hoover, Food Controller to the American people, who are rigorously rationing themselves in order to send food to us and to our Allies, will be read with interest:-
"Go back to the simple life, be contented with simple food, simple pleasures, simple clothes. Work hard, pray hard, play hard. Work, eat, recreate and sleep. Do it all courageously. We have a victory to win."

The organiser of the Lord Roberts' Memorial Fund Christmas Day Collection in the Lawford's Gate district hopes to be able to forward some £120 to the Treasurer.

The contribution from Frenchay amounted to £11 0s 8½d, and that from Hambrook to £5 11s 2½d. Total, £16 11s 11d. He desires in the name of all those disabled soldiers who will benefit by the scheme to warmly thank all collectors and donors who have so generously given their time and money. Any outstanding contributions may be sent to Mr. Ward.

On the evening of Shrove Tuesday all entertainment was given by the School children in the Village Hall. The younger children, who had been most carefully trained by Miss Crouch, gave songs, recitations, dances, and musical plays, while solos, unison songs, and recitations were given by the older children. The performance reflected great credit on all concerned, and was much enjoyed by a very crowded and appreciative audience. The proceeds, amounting to about £4, were given to the funds of the Red Cross Working Party.

We are much indebted to Mr Wadlow for a beautifully engrossed list, which is now hung up in the Church porch, of those of our parishioners who have given their lives in the service of their King and country.

The boys in our Choir were taken On Saturday, February 16th, to the performance of King Cole at the Prince's Theatre. They thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon.

Frenchay, 1849 to 19--.	(Continued from January.)
The Sunday Schools were very well attended, boys and girls coming till they were quite grown up. Miss Greenstreet had a large class of the older girls, about 17 or 18 years of age (grandmothers of some of the children now at School). I was allowed to sit in her class till I had one of my own, which was, of course, the lowest in the School. One of my children was Mr. F. Greenstreet's little boy, Ernest, a lovely child, about 5 years	old, and a pattern of good behaviour. Miss Fanny Greenstreet, and, after her, Miss Sarah Watson had a wonderfully good influence in the Boys' School, and after ten years with the girls I was moved there, to take a class belonging to my sister, who had married, and I taught boys and then young men for about 40 years.
There were so many large families here that there were constant parties during the winter, and Mrs. Rooke lent her "Fly by Night" as it was called. It was rather like a wooden box on wheels, of course without springs, and drawn by a man, and, if there was snow, pushed by anther one. The watchman came in usefully on these occasions. The carriage made the round of the houses, taking up one set of children after another. Those who went first had to return first, that all might have an equal share of the party. To be the last to leave was considered the greatest honour, as the later we went to bed the happier we were. From 5 to 10 were the usual hours, dancing and games the chief amusements, but one year we had a Christmas tree at Mr and Mrs Francis Tuckett's, with presents for everyone. I have mine still, a book of pictures by Miss Tuckett.

Frenchay Parish Magazine. April 1918.

Daffodil Day.
With the approval of the Duchess of Beaufort, the Chairman of the County Association of Voluntary Organisations, it is proposed to hold a "Red Cross Daffodil Day" throughout Gloucestershire in Easter Week. The Hon. Organising Secretary writes: "The funds of many of our Working Parties and Depots are getting low, and it is essential, if we are to meet the demands that are likely to be made upon us, that we make a united effort to raise funds to carry on our work efficiently. "Saturday, April 6th, is the day chosen for a collection in Frenchay, for which the Chief Constable has granted permission. Our Red Cross Working Party is greatly in need of means of purchasing more material, and it is hoped that the Collectors will find ready purchasers of their daffodil emblems, and that the penny asked for each may in many cases prove a silver one in the bestowing.

Church Collections.
February 3		2 7 8		February 10		1 17 9
February 17		2 6 2		February 24		2 4 4

Frenchay Red Cross Working Party
Balance Sheet, 1916 - October 1917
By Subscriptions		5 5 0
Due to Treasurer		5 2 11
Total				£10 7 11

By Purchase of Materials	10 3 0
By Postage of Parcels		0 2 5
By Subscription to Parent Soc.	0 2 6
Total				£10 7 11
		Kindly audited by Mr. Tanner.

Free-will Offerings.
DECEMBER 23 TO FEBRUARY 17 INCLUSIVE.
[A list of amounts follows.]

Frenchay, 1849 to 19--.
(Continued from March.)
In course of time we had a very good string band, of which old Mr. Norgrove, his son Walter, and grandson, W. Croome (quite a small boy), William Lloyd, and George Pritchard were the first members. They played on the Common in the summer evenings, and gave much pleasure to all who heard them, which generally consisted of the greater part of the village. The evenings were certainly warmer than they are now and the winters colder with more frost and snow. One year a large party of the young Tucketts, Hatfords, Hails, and Wadhams skated more than once to Bristol and back. Those were also the days when the villagers walked to Bristol, shopped and returned laden with parcels, but they were never late on the road, which was lonely; no houses between here and quite into Stapleton, and in the Duchess's Wood (alas! now gone) highwaymen were supposed to lurk; indeed, Mr. Bruce was stopped one day when driving home, but he used his whip with such good effect that the men made off. It was before our time that the "Highwaymen's House" in the lower part of Frenchay was inhabited by them, though we were always rather in awe of it.
"Mary, the fisherwoman, used to walk from Bristol twice a week, if not more, with a basket of fish on her head and another on her arm, and never were we better served or had fresher fish. If oysters were in season, or more fish ordered than Mary could carry her husband came with her, but he was a surly man, and generally made his wife carry the heaviest baskets. We were always glad when her ,fish were chosen first, though I fear her husband filled up her baskets from his, and he never carried any on his head. Hannah Hendy, in the beaver hat with black satin ribbons and tied under her chin, always worn by the Bristol orange women, brought out a basket of oranges on her head and one on each arm. I have a sketch of her, taken by Miss Tuckett, and kindly given me by her sister, Mrs. Eliot Howard. Patty Angell came with baskets of cakes, buns, and "Warm bracks," which one never hears of now, a kind of rather flat currant cake, which we all thought. very delicious. These three-women never failed from year to year, whatever the weather was, and always brought excellent things. Patty very often walked in pattens, if the weather was bad; the loads they carried must have been very heavy, but they never seemed to mind them.
We were all proud of the Turnpike, though it occupied such a small space of ground that it is now difficult to realise it ever stood there. It was on the Bath road at the bottom of the hill on the right hand side before you get to the stile leading by the moors; it was kept by old John Wallis; he was very fond of his pipe, and when he sat smoking in the small room and there was also a fire it certainly was a warm abode, and there was a little difficulty, when we went to see him, in preventing a fit of coughing. Poor old man! I think he found it dull at times, and was glad when anyone stopped to have a chat with him. His wife Sally was very fond of snuff; she used to take his meals to him, for he was only on duty during the day. I believe it was supposed that the next turnpike to ours took the money at night, but some said that the bar across the road was left so that it could be easily pushed aside. He had plenty to occupy him at the time of the Bath races. Mr. and Mrs. Hobson, who lived at Stoke Park, always had a house full of guests for the occasion, and drove through Frenchay to Lansdown, which caused quite an excitement, as Mr. Hobson drove his four-in-hand, and Mrs. Hobson followed in her barouche with postillions in blue, and outriders in red. Mr. Savile drove his coach and four, and sometimes there was one from Clifton, and there were also many carriages from the neighbourhood, and vehicles of all kinds down to the humble donkey cart. Old John must have had enough to do to make the right charges. A carriage with one horse was 1.5d, but when it came to a coach and four it required some calculation, and the large board with directions had to be studied. Mrs. Helpes, daughter of old George Mauler (great-grand-mother of those now living here) told me her mother could remember when the road below the turnpike dipped down to the river. I think the bridge was built about 1800. She also remembered when a small shop and a cottage stood on the side of the Rectory, and the house next to it, which latter were built early in 1800, I believe.
				G. C. J. Robinson.
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On Rogation Days our Great Elijah seems to say to each of us "Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee." They are fasts, and for centuries have been appointed as occasions of fervent prayer and humiliation, to appease God's wrath and deprecate His displeasure, so that He may avert those judgements which our sins as a Nation have deserved; that He may be pleased to bless the fruits of the earth; and spare us the scourges of His wrath, pestilence, and war.
	With very great sorrow we have to report a yet further falling off in communicants on Easter Day; this year they numbered little over 100. The other services were well attended, and were reverent and earnest. The Church was very beautifully decorated owing to many kind gifts of flowers and their skilful arrangement by several gifted helpers. On Easter Monday it was, as usual, visited by a large number of holiday makers, of whom all behaved most reverently in God's House, and many contributed to our alms-box.
	At the Easter Vestry, held at 9.30 a.m. on April 1st, Messrs. Ward and Elliott were re-appointed Churchwardens, and they named Messrs. G. Mann, A. Ford, T. Hughes (senior), and W. Ricketts as Sidesmen.

	The Rector gave an epitome of the Church Services during 1917. It showed that there had been 216 celebrations, at which 1819 acts of communion had been made, besides 23 occasions on which no celebration could be held through lack of a sufficient number of intending recipients. There had been 145 sermons preached; the baptisms numbered 11, all of infants; there had been four marriages, and 14 burials. On March 8th the Bishop of Bristol held a Confirmation in Frenchay Church at which 9 girls and 5 boys from this parish received the Laying on of Hands. This was the eighth Confirmation, and the fourth in our own Church, in five and a half years at which the Rector had presented candidates. He called attention to the fact that 1917 had seen the dedication of the beautiful crucifix erected in the Churchyard by Mrs. Randall Vickers to the memory of those who have laid down their lives for us in the War, and thanked God for the good influence he was sure it had, alike on parishioners and passers-by.
	Mr. Ward gave a detailed report of the Churchwardens' Fund, particulars of which will be found elsewhere.
	On behalf of the parishioners and congregation Mr. Elliott presented the Rector with the Easter Offering, amounting to £16, and he expressed his heartfelt gratitude for their most generous and most welcome gift.

Burial.		"I am the Resurrection and The Life."
13th April, 1918. William Davis, of Quarry Barton, died April 6th, aged 49.

	On April 13th William Davis, of Quarry Barton, was buried in our Churchyard. He died most suddenly at the age of 49 after only three days of serious illness, but his health had long been shattered through wounds received in the Boer War. R.I.P.
	This was our first burial this year. Only once since the Church was built, namely in 1864, have the first three months of any year passed without a funeral, whilst our last burial of a parishioner was more than six months ago. This is at the rate of less than 2 per 1,000 per annum.
	The Red Cross collection on April 6th realised l £4 2s 6d, and consisted of 612 coins, weighing more than 12 pounds, kindly collected on a very wet day by Mrs. Gibbs, Mrs. Sharpe, Mrs. Rawlins, and Misses E. Good, Hayman, G. Hodgson, L. Pye, and E. Pederick.

The Collections in Church amounted to--
	1917.		1916.
	£110.0.0	£122.16.3	A decrease of £12.16.3d.
The Collections on Sundays amounted to £93.
The Collections on week-days amounted to £17.
The expenditure amounted to--
	1917.		1916.
	£150.15.7	£135.14.11	An increase of £14.0.8
We are asked to make a fuller statement of the Church receipts and expenditure, and this is our excuse for some details which we should otherwise have hesitated to publish.
	The Sunday collections averaged 36s a week, and the week-day ones 6s 6d, making a total of £2 2s 6d per week. The weekly expenditure averaged £2 18s, which is made up as follows:--

Lighting, Heating, Cleaning Church and Churchyard	£52 13 6
Organist and Choir					£38 10 11
Insurance						£10 7 1
Repairs							£12 16 6
Hambrook Mission Room		£8 5 0
Magazine and Clubs			£3 19 4
Sick and Needy			£6 9 0
Altar					£1 19 0
Various (Sunday Schools &c.)		£10 8 9
Parish Hall				£5 6 6
		Total			£150 15 7

	It will be seen therefore that the Sunday collections are only sufficient to pay for the care of the Church and Churchyard, the Organist and the Choir, the week-day collections for the insurance and for the upkeep of the Parish Hall, while the late Mrs. Rooke's bequest covers the expenditure on the Sick and Needy, the Mission Room, the Sunday Schools, &c.
	Other expenditure, amounting to about £15, has been met out of the balance from 1916.
	The Bishop of Bristol has made an urgent appeal for £5,000 to meet the special needs of the Diocese arising out of the war, and we are unable to contribute. All contributions to the Diocese, to Missionary Work, and to Church Societies are met by the Free-will Offerings of 40 members of the congregation.
	The remedy is a simple one.
	If every Church member will set aside the sum he or she can afford to give weekly in the Collection and in addition just one penny a week to the Free-will Offering and will see that it is forthcoming whether attendance at Church is possible or not, our difficulties will be lessened. Like most other things, in these times, our religion must cost us more. Unlike some other things, it is well worth the price. You are asked to provide the means for carrying on the work of the Church for the good of souls and for the greater glory of God.

Church Collections.	March 3, £1.18.6	March 10, £2.7.0
March 17, £2.4.8	March 24, £2.10.2	March 29, £1.0.0

Free-will Offering Fund, 1917.
Balance from 1916,		£20.6.4½.
Weekly Contributions,		£69.12.8
Interest on deposit,		£0.17.0
Total,			£90.16.0½
Dr.
Diocesan Board of Finance	£30.0.0
S.P.G				£6.5.0
A.C.S				£5,0,0
Church Army			£5.0.0
Q.V.C.F.			£5.0.0
C.E.T.S.			£5.0.0
U.M.C.A.			£5.0.0
Hostel of St. Luke		£5.0.0
Clergy Orphans' Corporation	£3.3.0
Stamps	o			£0.2.7½
Balance on deposit		£21.5.5
	Total			£90.16.0½

	The number of contributors is now reduced to 40. If there are members of the congregation who desire to support Diocesan needs, Home or Foreign Mission, or the Church Societies, the Hon. Secy., Miss Good, will be glad to forward envelopes for their weekly contributions.

Food Production Department.
	Mr. J. Coombes, Organiser for the Gloucestershire area, will give an illustrated lecture on the cultivation of the potato, with special reference to spraying, at the Frenchay Parish Hall on Tuesday, May 14th 	at 8 p.m., when any questions on the subject will be welcomed. In view of the vital importance of the production of food during the current year it is hoped that all who grow potatoes will make a point of attending. Admission free.
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Baptisms.	"He took them up in His arms and blessed them."
April 28.	Mervyn Metcalfe, son of John Thomas and Margaret Kate Spence, of Frenchay; born 10th February, 1918.
May 15.	Jack Frederick, son of Thomas Henry and Sarah Elizabeth Curtis, of Frenchay; born 7th March, I918.

Burials.	"Ye know not when the time is."
May 1.	Joe Cleeveley, of Hambrook; died 27th April, 1918, aged 23.
May 5.	Elzabeth Heaven, of Frenchay; died 30th April, 1918, aged 80.

Collections in Church.
April 7		2 12 2		April 14	2 7 6
Aoril 21	1 16 8		April 28	2 9 0

Free-will Offerings.
APRIL 7TH TO 28TH INCLUSIVE.
[A list of amounts follows]

Roll of Honour.
It is with very great sorrow that we have to record the following casualties:
Major James Hugh Coles, son of Mr and Mrs Hugh Coles, of Elm Croft, was killed in action on April 25th when in command of his battalion. He joined the Lancashire Fusiliers in 1905, and was transferred to the East Yorkshire Regiment in 1908. He was wounded in I914.
Second Lieut Walter William Gibbs, son of Mr and Mrs Gibbs, of Hambrook, was killed on April 22nd. He was Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, was for two years a member of the Bolivian Boundary Commission, was engaged for three years on survey work in the Mozembique Company's territory, and obtained permission to return from Portuguese East Africa in August, 1917, when he was gazetted Second Lieut., R.E., Survey Section. He married Miss Dorothy Morton, of Nailsea, shortly before going to France.
Sergt Charles H Langley, R.F.A., son of Mr and Mrs J Langley, who has fallen in action. was mentioned in despatches, and received the Military Medal in 1917.
Gunner Herbert George Clifford, R.F.A., son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Clifford, fell in action on March 21st. He was wounded in 1917.
Bombardier Alfred Ernest Flux, son of Mr. and Mrs. Flux, is reported missing.

Potato Cultivation.
A very interesting lecture on potato cultivation, with special reference to spraying, was given by Mr. J. Coombes, of the Food Production Department, in the Parish Hall on May 14th, the Rector presiding. Mr. Coombes, at the close of the lecture, answered a number of questions, and he has kindly promised to come again in June for the purpose of giving a demonstration on spraying at the allotments.

A lecture and demonstration on fruit and vegetable preserving, drying, bottling, pulping, &c., in connection with the Food Production Department will be given at the Council Schools, Hambrook, on Monday, July 8th, at 2.30 pm. It is hoped that there will be a large attendance.

Scholarships.
An examination for scholarships, tenable at the Secondary Schools in Bristol, and open to children attending public elementary Schools, will be held in connection with the Gloucester County Education Committee and the Higher Education Committee, Bristol area, in June. Full particulars will be posted in the Schools.

Frenchay, 1840 to 19--.	(Continued from April.)

The Common was much used for games. Our rector, Mr. Carter, was fond of quoits, and he and others frequently enjoyed a game; bat trap and ball was another favourite amusement of the young people; the girls also had a cricket club, and sometimes an energetic matron would join them; there was also a good deal of archery. The men had a cricket club at the time, quite the best in the neighbourhood. I was asked lately whether I remembered that the men played in top hats and shirt sleeves. I can remember the former and certainly do the latter, and that it was not considered good form to speak to any lady in such undress, particularly if the sleeves were turned up (flannels came in later). The Grace family played cricket on the Common at a very early age, and Mrs. Grace, who had herself been a good cricketer, always used to watch the games, and often gave good advice.

It was through her family (the Pococks) that her sons inherited their love of cricket, and afterwards when they took part in the matches she was never absent, and latterly came in her pony carriage, in which she would sit for hours taking a keen interest in the game.

For evening amusement the school was in great request for penny readings, recitations, and concerts; the latter were often very good. The platform could hardly hold all the performers, and the room was quite full, the glees and part-songs being a great attraction. Our then Rector, Mr. Aubrey Moore, took an interest in the concerts, and sometimes sang in them, but this was some years later. "Spelling Bees" occupied the young people for more than one winter; indeed there was always something going on, and interest for everyone.

We younger ones viewed the Post Office in Frenchay with mixed feelings. The walk to Hambrook was a pleasant one, and we always had companions; also one or other of us generally had a penny or two to spend on buns or delicious barley sugar, which latter was a great favourites with us all. But we were rather proud of the "Royal Mail'', though it was only an omnibus, in the boot of which the bag of letters was safely locked. Richard Deane drove it for many years, and he was succeeded by our old friend Frank the postillion, who had now assumed his own name of George Gilby. He also carefully locked up the bag, but in later years when it was tossed into a break, or even sometimes into an open cart, we did not feel that our letters were treated with due respect, and were glad when there was a real mail cart to carry them. More than once in severe winters Richard Deane and another man would sling the bags of letters over their shoulders and carry them into Bristol, when snow prevented their going in any other way; it must have been a dreary walk from Winterbourne to Bristol and back so laden.
"We get to-day's papers to-morrow," an Irishman once said, and that would have been our case had not Mr. Francis Tuckett brought out the Bristol paper when he returned from business in the afternoon. He always came to my father with it, and the three friends (for Mr. Carter joined them) would always meet here almost daily for years, and, what may seem still more strange in these days, none of them smoked; Mr. Carter sometimes took snuff. They read the news together, and talked over the most interesting topics, the Exhibition in Hyde Park in 1851, the French Revolution at the end of the same year, when Louis Napoleon seized the Government of France and declared Paris in a state of siege, which caused great excitement throughout England, being so unexpected. Later the Crimean War, 1854-5, and the Indian Mutiny were discussed by them, and always in a friendly spirit, though the representatives of the Church, the Army, and the Society of Friends must often have differed. When my father was laid to rest on Christmas Eve, 1858, both his friends were with him to the end, for Mr. Carter read the service and Mr. Tuckett followed him to the grave. He afterwards planted the fir trees to his memory, which have so much added to the beauty of the Churchyard. He had brought them from abroad, and then they were in small pots.


Frenchay Parish Magazine. July 1918.

Baptisms.	"Of such is the Kingdom Of God."
June 2,		Lilian Christine, daughter of Lewis and Lilian Maggs, of Frenchay; born 20th March, 1918.
June 2,		Lilian Emma Joyce, daughter of Frank JosephPurchase and Ellen Marion Conway, of Frenchay; born 18th July, 1917.
June 6,		Sidney Ernest, son of Arthur Edward and Mary Elizabeth Baker, of Frenchay; born 5th April, 1918.
Burials.	"The Peace of God which passeth all understanding."
May 26,	Mary Mayell, of Frenchay; died 21st May, 1918, aged 32.
May 31,	Randall William Vickers, of Frenchay, Priest; died 28th May, 1918, aged 8o.
Free-will Offerings.
MAY 5TH TO 26TH INCLUSIVE.
[A list of amounts follows]
Our Parish has sustained a great loss in the death of the Rev. Randall William Vickers, who passed away on May 28, his 80th birthday. Educated at Harrow and Exeter College, Oxford, he was ordained priest in 1865, and was successively Vicar of Pishill-with-Assendon, Oxon., and Naburn, Yorks. He resigned the latter living in 1904, when he came to live in Frenchay.
At morning prayer on Sunday, June 2nd, the Rector at the close of a sermon on Christian love (I St. John iv. 7) said:
"Surely I should do as little justice to your thoughts as to mine to-day if I closed these remarks without a grateful tribute to the memory of him who, at four score years, was on Friday last approoriately laid to rest at the foot of our Churchyard Calvary (the gift of his widow) one who singularly portrayed this Christ-like characteristic. Randall William Vickers, Priest, we shall ever recollect as gentle, courteous, and considerate towards all men: most happily combining genial manner with dignified bearing. Long shall we recall his venerable presence in God's House, thankfully remembering his thoughtful and scholarly sermons from this pulpit, his reverent and solemn ministrations at yonder altar. In the world, ever calm and moderate amid the heat and clamour of religious and political controversy; truly a Christian gentleman, with heart and mind kept by the Spirit in the knowledge and love of God and of His Son. Humbly, O Lord, we bless Thy Holy Name for Thy servant departed this life in Thy faith and fear, beseeching. Thee to give us grace so to follow his good example that with him we may be partakers of Thy Heavenly Kingdom."
Roll of Honour.
It is with great sorrow and with sincere sympathy with his relatives that we have to record the death of Bombardier Alfred Ernest Flux, R.F.A., who was at first reported as missing, but subsequently as having been killed on March 21st. He joined on the outbreak of the war, and had served in France all his time.
The following is an extract from a letter written to his home by one of our Frenchay men, who was in one of the hospitals recently bombed by the Germans: "What a rotten shame old Fritz's dropping bombs on the hospital down here; the poor boys had just come in, Oh! that night was the worst I have ever been in; I have been in ten hours' shelling, but it was nothing like the two hours bombing, for nurse and doctors were hit out, and we were helping the best be could."			O.K.
The Demonstration on Vegetable and Fruit Preserving will be held at the Council School, Hambrook, on Monday, July 8th, at 2.30 p.m. All house-holders should make a point of attending.

Frenchay, 1849 to 19--.	(Continued from June.)
Mr. Tuckett died in Italy in 1868, and Mr. Carter passed away here in 1875. They were all loved by the village, and greatly missed. Quakers were much more strict in their ideas then than they are now, and Mr. Tuckett could not do anything for the inside of the Church, but he always kept the Church clock in order, and woe betide it if it did not keep the right time, which he brought every week from Bristol. All the clocks in Frenchay were set by it. On Sundays the Church bell rang for a minute or two at 8 a.m., whether there was service or not, and again at 10.30, whether to warn the congregation to get ready for Church I do not know, but we were all sorry when the custom ceased, though the Sexton must have been glad, as it added much to his work.

Mr Tuckett used to give us thrilling accounts of the Bristol riots, and of how nearly his warehouses of leather was burnt down, and Mrs Rooke had a relic of the fire, a beer bottle, which was squeezed almost together, but not the least broken. One of our Frenchay men, Horseman (a relative of the family still living·here) had gone with some friends to Bristol to see , what was going on, and unfortunately did not take shelter when the Dragoons were told to clear the streets, and he was cut down and killed. It made a great sensation at the time, as he had no intention of taking part in the riots. He and some other members of the Horseman family lived in cottages at the entrance of Cliff Court; they were all pulled down by Mr. Stubbs some years ago. We admired them, for they were the picture of neatness, with pretty gardens in front of them; the paths were inlaid with oyster shells, and a high wall in front had oyster shells in patterns embedded in mortar. Old John Horseman, grandfather, and young John, father of Philip, were masons, and very industrious. After their day's work, from 6 to 6, they used to work on the wall of what we called "the oyster shell cottages."

Our Iron Works (in the building now owned by Mr. Moore) were a great interest to all, and visitors to Frenchay were taken to see them. They belonged to Mr. Hobbs, who lived where the tea gardens now are; he was always proud of no alterations having taken place in the working or machinery for 100 years. The hammer was a large, long, oaken beam which could flatten iron or crack a nut with equal ease. There was also a large bellows and a grindstone; spades, shovels, and files were the chief implements made, and we were very proud of a small spade given us by Mr. Hobbs, who had it made expressly for us. His two sons helped him in his business; both alas! were lame. The elder, Mr. Henry, married and lived in the "Highwayman's House," and after his death his widow married Mr. Perry. She was much missed: when she left Frenchay, as she was very kind and good to all around her. Charles Bennett and John Scott were among the men I remember at the works, and they were always glad to let us see what they were making. The hammer was so loud that it was difficult to hear oneself speak, but as it was worked by water power it was sometimes dumb for days together, which must have been a relief to those who lived near, though some said that they missed the sound when it was not at work.

The Mill was occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Pearce, parents of our late Churchwarden; they were always cheery and kind and it was a great pleasure to go to see them. In those days there was much gleaning, and the corn was ground at the mill, and many made bread at home, and very delicious it was. I wonder what would have been thought of our war bread,. which we are thankful to get, but oh! so different from that of the good old days.

Our original Village Hospital owned its existence to Dr. Edward Crossman, who had long felt the comfort it would be to our village folk, many of whom dreaded going to the large ones in Bristol. On the site of our present Hospital stood three cottages, which were turned into a comfortable little Hospital in 1867. At first they were rented, and then bought by Dr. Crossman, who for 30 years was the Medical Director, and took the keenest interest in it. He was ably supported by Miss Callaghan, who was Hon. Secretary for many years, and who worked most energetically and successfully. By degrees the cottages were found hardly to come up to the requirements of the times, and when Dr. Crossman passed away in 1904 a meeting was held, and it was agreed that the rebuilding of the Hospital would be the most suitable form a memorial to him could take. No one has been more missed by the whole neighbourhood than he has been, and I cannot help quoting the words of the report for 1905: "The Hospital has suffered an irreparable loss in the death of Dr. Edward Crossman, who was the founder and for 30 years the Medical Director of the institution. The geniality of his presence and his untiring and unselfish devotion to the interests of those for whose benefit the Hospital exists will always live in the memory of all who had the privilege of being associated with him in this work." To the great grief of all who knew her Mrs. Crossman passed away in March, 1905; she was much pleased with the proposed memorial, but did not live to see it completed. It was opened free of debt by the late Duchess of Beaufort, and has been a great boon to many ever since. Dr. Frank Crossman has proved a worthy successor to his father, and Mrs. Elliott a most kind and hardworking Hon. Secretary. She has had much anxiety in consequence of increased prices and food difficulties arising out of the war, and the subscriptions unfortunately do not increase. I think I may say that a helping hand, or, more correctly, an open purse, would lessen the anxiety of those connected with the work of the Hospital which is doing so much for the comfort of the sick.

However small a willing gift, Would give the hospital a lift, And help to free from anxious care, Those who are always working there.
G.C.J.Robinson.

Frenchay Parish magazine. August 1st to October 1st, 1918.

Baptisms.	"Suffer the little children to come unto me."
June 26. Florence Isobel, daughter of John Arthur and Florence Eleanor Bower, of Fishponds, born 10th April, 1918.
June 30. Stanley Charles, son of Frederick Charles and Mabel Higgins, of Frenchay, born 13th May, 1918.
August 4. John Austin, son of Austin Daniel and Annie Luton, of Quarry Barton, born 1st June, 1918.
September l. Ada Lorraine, daughter of Henry James and Alice Maude Julia Milsom, of Hambrook, born 12th May, 1916.
September 1. Frederick Frank, son of Henry James and Alice Maude Julia Milsom, of Hambrook, born 15th May, 1918.

Marriage.	"What God hath joined together let not man put asunder."
August 5. Alfred John Starks, 25th Canadian Forestry Corps, and Celia Barton, of Hambrook.

Burial.		"So soon passeth it away, and we are gone."
September 21. James Kirk, of Frenchay, died 17th September, 1918, aged 82.

Free-will Offerings.
FROM JULY TO SEPT. 15 (INCLUSIVE).
"Whosoever is of a willing heart lel him bring it, an offering of the Lord."
	The Free-will Offerings for the above period amounted to £11 19s. 10d. Full details will be found posted in the Church porch.

Christmas Presents for our Lads at the Front.
	We once again appeal to all living in Frenchay and Hambrook for contributions for the purpose of sending a Christmas present to all the N.C.O.s and men who are now at the front. All who are willing to help are asked to do so at once, as it is necessary to post to men in the East early in October, in order that their presents may reach them by Christmas Day, and, until all donations are received, it is not known how much will be available for each one. It is hoped that all will contribute to a common fund, so that all our men may fare alike.
	Donations will be gratefully received by Mrs. Burges, the Rectory, and by Miss Good, Hambrook Post Office.

Collections in Church.	"Neither will I offer unto the Lord my God of that which doth cost me nothing."
June	2	3 10 0
,,	9	2 2 8
,,	16	2 6 9
,,	23	2 5 6
,,	30	2 15 0
July	7	1 6 3
,,	14	2 2 6
,,	21	1 16 9
	28	2 1 0
Aug.	4	3 12 6
,,	11	2 2 6
,,	18	2 14 6
,,	25	2 6 0
Sept.	1	2 9 0
,,	8	1 16 3
,,	15	2 5 0

Roll of Honour.
	The following names have to be added to Parochial Roll of Honour as published at the beginning of August, 1917:-
Artwood, Albert H., Cpl., M.T., A.S.C. East Africa.
Bawn, James, R.H.A. Salonika.
Bawn, William, 17th Hants.
Blackmore, Harvey, Devons.
Blackmore, Stanley, Som. Lt. Inf. France.
Blackmore, William, 4th Glos.
Brooks, Montague, R.A.F.
Clifford, Cecil, Dk of Corn. Lt. Inf,
Clifford, Percy, R.E. France.
Cox, Francis A., 14th Warwicks. France. (Killed July, 1918.)
Ford, Stanley, R.N.A.S.
Franks, Benjamin, R. Marines.
Heaven, Ernest, Gar. Artillery.
Hendy, James, Glo'sters.
Locke, Albert E., 12th Glos. Solonika. (Wounded.)
Maggs, Bertram, Wilts and Dorset Rifles. France.
Maggs, Charles, 3rd Somersets.
Merrett, Albert, R.E. France.
Newman, Gilbert, M.T., A.S.C.
Pederick, Ernest, R.H.A. France.

Pederick, Frederick, 51st Devons.
Player, Thomas, M.T., A.S.C. France.
Preater, Frederick, R.A.F. France.
Pullen, William, R.A.F. Egypt.
Ricketts, Arthur, Devons.
Rogers, Alfred, R A.F. France.
Smart, Graham, R.A.M.C.
Taylor, Fred, 4th Glos. France. (Wounded.)
Taylor, Samuel, Army Remounts.
Upton, Herbert, Coldstreams.
Wakeman, Harry, R.A.M.C. France.
Wilcox, Marcus Anth., Lieut., Devons.
Woodley, Charles, R.E. France.

The Parish Magazine.
	It is with great regret that the Editors decided that it was necessary to suspend for the present the monthly issue of the Parish Magazine. Owing to the high price of paper and the great increase in the cost of printing the expenses of a monthly issue amounted to about three times the receipts from the sale of the Magazines, and it is not possible to meet so large a deficit out of the Churchwardens' Fund.

	"The Sign," which formed part of the Magazine, is still distributed by the District Visitors.



