A Brief Outline History of
Stapleton Church of England School, Brinkworthy Road, Stapleton.

The Infants School.

The oldest school Log Book to survive commences in 1884 and refers only to the Infants classes, then treated as a separate department. Mrs Mary Lloyd was the Infants Teacher and commenced duties on 14th Jan 1884. The children were aged from three years old to six years, and kindergarten methods were by then in use. Discipline was strict and the use of the cane frequent.

The number of children in the Infants varied between 45 and 60, and Mrs Lloyd was aided by a school monitor from the upper department of the school. The monitors would have been chosen from among the brighter girls of about 13 to 14 years of age.

A report on Mrs Lloyd at the end of her second year was not good, ending with … “I cannot report that much ability is shown in the handling of the school.” The issuing of her teaching certificate was deferred, but the following year’s report showed a marked improvement and Mrs Lloyd received her certificate.

The annual reports continued satisfactory until suddenly, in July 1895, after complaints being made, Mrs Lloyd was directed by the Managers to abstain from using the cane on any child under five years of age.

In August she took sick leave and her doctor instructed that she must not return to work before the end of the year. Mrs Lloyd is not referred to again in the School Log Book and her place was at first taken by Miss Mercy Bell, then by Miss Amy Stevens.

The Log Book ends abruptly on the 11th of January 1897 and the remaining 188 pages, out of a total of 302, are blank.

The Upper School.

Research has not yet established when the Stapleton School on Brinkworthy Road first opened, but it is possible that it may have begun in 1884, the date of the Infants Log Book. The second Log Book, kept by the Head of the whole school, mentions that Miss Orchard was the first Head Teacher. She probably continued until 1902, when Benjamin Arthur Gage was appointed as Head Teacher of the school, then known as Stapleton CE School.

When the second Log Book commences, on 31st August 1903, Mr Gage is Head Teacher, aided by M Adams, M Turner, ABE Davies (Infants), Annie Nicholls (Pupil Teacher), Lily Pike (Pupil Teacher) and Miriam Tiley (Pupil Teacher).

The number of pupils on the registers was then 94 in the Upper Department and 32 in the Infants, but by January 1905 the total number had increased to 192. The accommodation consisted of one very large classroom and two small ones, described in later years as capable of accommodating 199 children in all. Plans drawn of the school are to be seen elsewhere in this book.

Children began school before the age of four or five years and left on their 14th birthday. There were two infants classes and seven classes in the upper school. It was usual for two or three classes to be grouped together and taught by the same teacher.

In 1905 and 1906, a photographer was called in, but only the regular attenders were photographed. It would be interesting to see one of these early pictures.

In 1911, when a need for free meals for some of the children was recognised, the caretaker, Mrs Solomon, offered to provide them at 3d a head. In October of that year, Mrs Cromer of Farm House, Stoke Park, was appointed caretaker at £1.13s.4d per month, and had to provide all her own cleansing materials and utensils.
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In January 1913, land was rented at the bottom of Brinkworthy Road from Mr Hutton, the school plumber, and a school vegetable garden was begun by the boys of the school, taught by Mr Gage, himself a keen gardener and bee keeper, and well known at the Bristol Flower show. At Christmas 1817, it was reported that 50 square poles were under cultivation and produce for that year included 25 cwt of potatoes, 40 dozen cabbages & cauliflower, 350 pounds of carrots & turnips, and 20 pounds of honey; grown by 24 of the older boys. The garden continued until the end of 1933.

This area is thought to be where the school garden was. Photo taken March 2002.
In 1934 the school was renamed Stapleton CE Junior Mixed and Infants and children over 11 years of age were transferred to Alexandra Park Senior School and Eastville Schools. Classes were reduced to one Infants class and two Junior classes, with a total of only 64 children on the registers.

A month before Mr Gage retired in October 1940, he recorded that the chimney of the school was knocked off by the cable of a broken-away Barrage balloon!

Mr Gage was succeeded by Mr James Hubert Barrett.

The third Log Book opens in August 1943 with Mr Barrett as Head Teacher of Class 1, Miss J Entwistle as teacher of Class 2 and Miss MA Watkins in charge of the Infants; all certificated teachers. There were by this time 92 children on the registers.

On 1st November 1944, the two teachers were absent, ill, and Mr Barrett reported … “that I was left with the whole school, 86 children present, and no assistant.”

In April 1945, Miss J Entwistle was granted two weeks absence on the occasion of her marriage and returned to duties as Mrs J O’Sullivan.

In January 1947, children began to be admitted from the new pre-fab housing estate at Begbrook and by January 13th there were 62 infants on the registers. To cater for this, an annexe was opened at the Memorial Hall, Stapleton (now the Masonic Lodge)  and on June 9th the Infant department was moved to the hall. By April 1948 there was also an annexe at Frenchay; use being made of one of the hospital buildings vacated by the Americans at the end of World War Two.

Then on June 1st 1948, 186 children were transferred to the new school at Begbrook and the Frenchay and Memorial Hall annexes were given up. Catchment areas were re-drawn and the two schools continued independently. This left just 44 children on the registers at Stapleton, taught by the Head, Mr JH Barrett, and the Infant teacher, Miss JM Adcock.

In March 1949, Stapleton became a controlled school. Numbers at the school rose only slowly. Mr Barrett retired at the end of 1953 and was succeeded by Mr Bruce EW Lewis.

By July 5th 1954, there were 59 children on the registers. It was at this point that the Stapleton School at Brinkworthy Road ceased to exist as a separate school and re-opened on September 1st 1954 as an annexe to Begbrook School.

See the history of Begbrook School for further information.

It was at some time in the 1980s that the school building was pulled down, only the Head Teacher’s School House remaining, now numbered No 5 Brinkworthy Road. The site was used as a car park until the present building at 6a was built in 1998, being constructed from much of the building material from the old school.


A Brief Outline History of
Begbrook School.
Compiled from the School Log Book 1948 to 1988.

With 186 children on the registers and the buildings not yet completed, Begrook School was opened in June 1948, at a time when housing estates at Frenchay & Stapleton were being expanded, chiefly with pre-fabricated houses, to meet urgent post-war needs. At the official opening on 9th March 1949, five new schools in Bristol were opened together.

Eight classes were provided at Begbrook, but the numbers of children increased alarmingly. By 1950 there were 336 children on the registers; 1951 - 375 children; 1952 - 437 children; 1953 - 464 children; 1954 - 504 children! By now there were 14 classes of children, 3 of which were in the old Stapleton School annexe and one in the Beechcroft Methodist Chapel annexe. This chapel is thought to have been situated somewhere up by the prefabs, but is said to have been burnt down during the late 1950s or 60s.

Numbers then began to fall, until in 1957 it was reported that “… with more houses available in other parts of the city, the numbers show a tendency to fall, since the pre-fabs are too small for many families, who move away and are replaced by elderly couples with no young children.”

It was felt that the annexes at the chapel and the old Stapleton school were too far away from the main building and remained isolated units. It was hoped that by the following year only one annexe would be required. From 1958, no further mention is made of the annexes and the numbers continued to fall. 1958 – 299 children on registers; 1959 – 248 children; 1960 – 21 children; 1961 – 167 children; 1962 – 143 children. By 1963 there was a proposal to close the school in July 1964. But the parents petitioned and protested all year, apparently successfully, because by July 1964 reports of the closure ceased and the school carried on.

By adding a Nursery class to the school, numbers improved slightly. And from 1971 to 1988 the numbers varied between 250 and 300; at which point, January 14th 1988, the school Log Book abruptly ends, in mid sentence.

Now, in February 2002, it is reported that the school is to be demolished in phases and rebuilt. The school would appear to be entering yet another phase of its life.

