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FTS-NLR01.  Transcript of Frederick Tuckett’s report of the proceedings
of the barque “Will Watch”

Port Nicholson
18th Sept. 1841

To Captain A. Wakefield Ret.

Sir,
I sent a letter addressed to the Secretary of the New Zealand Company on board a Brazilian brig (the “Rosas”) bound to Rio, on the 22nd June, in 36° W longitude and 17° S latitude – We had been as far as 37° W longitude – On the evening of the 7th July in longitude 12°. 20' W and latitude 32° S we exchanged signals with the “Julia & Mary”; as it was then almost calm, and concluding from her course she was bound for the Cape, I immediately prepared a letter to send on board, but a breeze shortly afterwards sprung up, and during the night we were separated.
August 1st. – Longitude 62°.30 E. we were in company with the “Runnymede”. Her Captain informed us he had recently spoken the “Lady Leigh” and the Hamlet, (both (as we understood him) bound to Port Nicholson.
For a few days previous, we had encountered a strong gale from the S.W., accompanied with thunder and lightning: during the worst of it, the Will Watch proved a good sea boat, and ran before the wind at an improved rate. For the most part the weather (for the winter season) has been very favourable and temperate: the barometer generally above 29.50, its extreme range being 29.25 to 30.35 – the lowest temperature 40 with S.W. winds – but W. and N.W. winds prevailed and within 40° to 45°. South the usual temperature was about 50.
Most of the people have conducted themselves with propriety: the exceptions were almost all co-existent with a continuation of bad weather, and were perhaps to be attributable in part to discouragement, as well as to constitutional irritability of temper – but in all cases of a deliberate refusal to comply with the regulations, the circumstances were recorded, and the delinquents informed that the cases would be referred to future adjudication in the manner explained in the written agreement with each.
The bulk of the bread provided for the people was of inferior quality and badly made – a considerable quantity was indubitably the refuse of a former voyage – broken in pieces, and subsequently worn smooth at the edges and stained with grease and dirt so as to be very distasteful, this bread was stamped B & S – other bread marked T was excellent. The beef was also of an inferior quality – Two of the water tanks proved to be only half full. 
It would be an improvement in the dietary, if instead of so much rice, which English labourers generally dislike, an increased quantity of flour was provided: the use of rice also entails an increased consumption of water. Emigrants should be provided with marine soap for washing during the passage, or with a change of bedding and more shirts etc. –
There has been no sickness of moment amongst our people, whilst the ship’s crew have almost all been in turn under Mr. Beck’s care.
The instruction of the Improvers has been attended to, ably & assiduously by Mr. Budge and Mr. Hughes, particularly in such branches of mathematics as are of the most practical value in surveying. With these, Messrs Wates, Moline and Boys were already pretty conversant, and have made good progress in acquiring further knowledge. Mr. Pelichet has equally improved the knowledge he possessed, and Mr. Griffiths is not inferior to any in application and desire of improvement. In Mr. Cumberland neither the ability on the one hand, nor the inclination on the other, have been as yet adequately developed.  
We made land on the morning of Thursday the 2nd September – at first three summits were only distinguishable, resembling tumuli – probably then more than 40 miles distant: As we approached the land we observed the remarkably white striated cliffs, which in a description of New Zealand, is stated at 40 miles south of Cape Farewell, with which our position, as found by observations, pretty nearly coincided – the wind was then N.E. and continued adverse: Sunday night the 4th inst we entered the Straits with a favourable breeze which fell after sun rise, and altho’ it freshened in the afternoon, we were with every exertion, unable to make the harbour by day light: in consequence the point which was really Baring Head, was supposed to be Sinclair Head, and we passed on into Palliser Bay, beat to and fro between Cape Palliser and Baring Head during the night, and early in the morning were becalmed near Cape Palliser. The following night the wind was very variable and squally – all night we crossed and recrossed the bay and after daylight persevered in seeking the presumed entrance – it was past 8 a.m. on Wednesday, when at last it was decided it was not the right bay – the wind fortunately favoured our speedy escape, from rather a perilous position, and the barque was soon round Baring Head and as soon becalmed. I then left in the boat with the despatches from the New Zealand Company which I delivered to Colonel Wakefield, their contents had been already anticipated by the arrival of the brig “Arrow” only 93 days from England.

                                                                                         Signed
                                                                                                    Frederick Tuckett.




The above transcript is from a photocopy, supplied by the National Archives, of the New Zealand
 Company/Original Correspondence CO 208/84, pages 73 to 76 held at the Public Record Office,
 Ruskin Avenue, Kew. Richmond. Surrey. TW9 4DU

FTS-NLR02.              Survey Report on the Massacre Bay Area. 
Dated Sept. 15th 1842
September 15 ~ 1842

Sir,
Accompanying my report of an examination of land in Massacre Bay is an enlarged plan of the coast taken from the published chart (not included with the copy provided by the New Zealand National Archives). The bearings of the different pahs (Pa’s) with Separation Point were taken by compass and came in pretty well — not so the distance either from Astrolobe to Separation Point, Rangeata (Rangihaeata) to Ourere (Aorere?) or Pakauwoa (Pakawau?) to Wanganui (possibly Wanganui Inlet) — but as my estimate was below that of any other individual accompanying me I cannot but consider that the published chart is very erroneous and that the distance across Massacre Bay from North to South is greater by one half than is there represented. I regret that I had no means of determining the point more accurately — but the Plan will at least aid in explanation of my report.
I would recommend that the land on the coast between Astrolobe Roads and Separation Point, by a breadth of 5 miles terminating at Tukkapou (Tarakohe?) or Tata should not be purchased; but just the valley of the Takaka — say 10 miles by 5 — which would include enough of the mountain to serve the supply of coal and stone. Then N.E. towards Ourere, firstly, 8 miles along coast by 4 miles inland, and then the remaining 6 miles to the Ourere by 3 —This subdivision, if admissible, to avoid being saddled with such an amount of unavailable land, as must result if the district were described in its entire length of 14 miles at half that distance inland.—The Ourere valley W.S.W. 8 miles into the interior by 4 — From the Ourere to Pakauwoa 8 miles by 4 which would include the mountain range on either side and the track to Wanganui; — Pakauwoa to Toupata 4 miles by 2; — and lastly at Wanganui make the entrance from the harbour the centre of a district of 10 miles on the coast N.E. or S.W. by 5 miles inland; but as the coals would constitute the sole value of this district of which the others contain abundance — perhaps it would be as well omitted.

                                                                 Acres         Acres of av-
                                                                  total          ailable land
Takaka district,  10 miles by 5 =   32,000 - - - - - 20,000
Rangeata to the Ourere  8 by 4 =   20,480 - - - - -10,000
                                                6 by 3 =   11,520
On the Ourere- - - - - - -8 by 4 =   20,480 - - - - - -7,680
Ourere to Pakouwoa - - 8 by 4 =   20,480 - - - - -10,000
Pakouwoa to Toupata- -4 by 2 =     5,120 - - - - -  5,120
At Wanganui- - - - - - -10 by 5 =   32,000 - - - - -  2,560
                                                               142.080           55,360   

Thus the appropriation on the part of the New Zealand Company of 142,080 acres would give to be subdivided amongst the proprietors of the Settlement of Nelson 55,360 acres adapted for culture exclusive of any quantity of land valuable only on account of coal which it might be deemed advisable to offer them.
As far as my present knowledge of the country enabled me to form an estimate I think we may rely on finding for the 150 acre sections of country land

In the Waimea district - - - - - - - - - - - 30,000 acres
In the Moutere      “                               20,000    “
In the Moutuaka   “                               20,000     “ 
On Massacre Bay “                               55,360     “  
                                                   125,360     “
Which leaves to be found elsewhere    39,640 acres
                                                            165,000     “

I would submit whether it would be prudent to supply this deficiency from sterile and almost inaccessible land, offering nothing attractive but coal until we have ascertained that there is no possibility of obtaining the required quantity, of better quality, less remote.
I have no doubt that cattle might be driven from hence to Lookers-on, on the South Coast, by the Waimai with little difficulty, and if that locality belongs to the New Zealand Company and is a grazing district, would it not be preferable to Wanganui as an appendage to the Settlement of Nelson?


I remain, Sir
Respectfully Yours
Frederick Tuckett
Chief Surveyor

Captain A. Wakefield Ret.
Agent for Settlement of Nelson



























Transcribed from copy provided by Archives New Zealand NZC 3/2 Letter No 132.


FTS-NLR03.     Transcript of a Letter dated 15th November 1842 from 
Frederick Tuckett to Captain A Wakefield
Agent for the Settlement of Nelson


                                                                                                           November 15 ~ 1842

Sir 
Mr Cotterell has applied to me for an advance of part of the balance which will be due to him on the correction of few errors in the survey to which I have called his attention.
He has delivered his Plan of the Survey, which I have examined and accepted.
The amount of the Balance which will be due to him is upwards of £140 pounds of which I would propose that the sum of £100 may be advanced to him.

                                                                                  I remain Sir yours etc etc  
                                                                                              Frederick Tuckett
                                                                                                   Chief Surveyor
Capt A Wakefield R. N.
Agent for Settlement of Nelson



Received from Capt Wakefield
£100 on account of the
Survey of Waimea South

                      J S Cotterell

11th Mo 14th 1842     



















Transcribed from copy provided by Nelson Provincial Museum. Bett UMS 112 Tuckett. F. 1842.


FTS-NLR04.        Transcript of a Petition from the Nelson Working Men 
         to Capt. Wakefield R. N. dated Jan. 14 1843. 

                                                                                                                  Janu’y 14 - 1843

Capt. Wakefield Esq. R. N.

We the working men of Nelson earnestly request you to take our case into your serious consideration you sir are well aware that we have been seduced from our father lands our homes and friends by the flatering pretensions of the New Zealand Company we have endured considerable hardships and exposed to the dangers and Perils of the deep and briny ocean both ourselves & our family’s where many parents have lost their children and Children have lost their parents is not this to us a most painful & unfortunate Enterprise merely to Gratify the Ambition & add to the wealth of the New Zealand Company. We now are cast upon a miserable & barren soil Inhabited for ages only by Canibals we did not come here under the dishonourable appellation of Convicts we came here not with characters branded with Infamy but with characters that would bear the strictest Scrutiny as honourable and Industrious men wishing only to live by our Industry and to procure a comfortable maintenance for ourselves and family’s Now the Company’s 16th Regulation guarantees to us Employment provided we cannot meet with it elsewhere it does not guarantee Subsistance but expresses the word Employment distinctly Now Sir we are not total strangers as to the somewhat unpleasant nature of the situation you hold placed as a days man between the working class and the pretended landowners poor unfortunate Victims they have fell a sacrifice (to) the tongue of flatery about Splendid Country as well as we have, they have contrived by what Means is not for us to say to raise the wind when they were in England in order to purchase a section or 2 of land to get the Splendid name of landowner and a cabin passage free to this place but alas for them as well as for us their hopes are Vanquished on beholding the Shore that their destined to land upon for Instead of finding Elysian fields & Groves adorned with every beauty of Nature, they have found unsightly & barren Hills & Mountains covered over with fern which has fed on the Soil for ages. Then instead of the bread fruit tree there is the flax tree in a swampy piece of Ground, this flax we the working men do not despise for if encouragement it got An Export it would raise and make a Splendid place of Nelson but such a thing as an Export is not thought at by any but the working men of this place at the present time these landowners on beholding this land and knowing that it wants a deal of working to cultivate it and they have not got it are obliged to turn to their original trade of shopkeeping etc etc and thus no Export is raised in the Colony and the Company as well as we the working men are Imposed upon by these pretended Capitalists who forsooth we are informed have been endeavouring to persuade you that you are fighting against their interests by giving us such high wages Heaven help them surely some of them must have been Clerks or Underwriters to the Poor Law commissioners before they came here & it would be a sad pity for you to injure them in the least but Sir we wish to Inform you that we are not Strangers to the System of Immigration or to the Conduct & practice of Governors of New as well as Old Established Colony’s and where ever the Governor of a Colony stood by and firmly supported the working Class that Colony has flourished Canada: to Wit: when first the Colony was Established the Landowners did nothing and the Governor had lost all hopes of bringing it to anything when the when the working men step’d forward to the Governor and arrangements being made between him and the working men to some he gave Land 12 months provision money when wanted to purchase new Clothing and Every Necessary that was wanted others more Land and more provision he in the towns raise public buildings and Employed all the Mechanics so that not a man which was an Industrious Man but what had a comfortable living the Governor was pleased the working men after a short time repaid the Governor back which pleased him more so. when the Colony was up and Standing on its own legs the Governor had a General Meeting and made a most excellent speech he say’d that in his own mind he was a happy man as any in existence for all around he was encompassed by friends, the working men told him they were equally happy and that the would loose their lives in his cause and now the Canada’s is well Known all over the world wanting if not getting their own Independence. Now Captain Wakefield If you do not Stretch forth your hand to the working class of Nelson you will never have a Colony and will not that be a painful burden on your breast to bear. It is well known fact that many of these pretended Capitalists are reduced already to all but Starving point and In order to get their flesh again they want you to permit them to feed upon our blood & vitals, shivers with them are something like Angels Visits few and far between in fact there is little or no money in the Colony except the Company’s and we at present are the only circulating medium: On you Sir as you are the (Visa: Versa:) success of the Colony depends if you refuse to stand by the working men of Nelson you sign its Death warrant & seal its doom as a Colony. Does any reasonable man think taking into consideration the present state of everything that 14/-  a week with 7th rations is sufficient for a family a man his wife and 2 children the man 9 or 10 miles from his Mud home keeping two tables then where is the clothes to come from and as to the shoes there is no end to the wear and tear of them from the nature of our work and the travelling from post to pillar and back again, before we left England we were told that if we could not get work no where else the Company would give us one guinea a week with rations, and this we consider our lawful rights & if this is refused our Confidence in the company will be so far abused we only want a right and a Legal thing and our Motto in endeavouring to gain this right shall be peace tranquillity & concord for where peace remains there harmony dwells for no man is so happy man as the working man for when his day’s work he comes home to his family and by his own fire side enjoy or should enjoy the fruits of Industry we do not want large fortunes or Extraordinary Incomes but to live Comfortably and decently but we have not been treated like working men for this time back we have had the Name of Rations but what was these rations when we received them meat most obnoxious to any person and sundry other things, but we hope you will examine these things minutely and all former grievances sink into oblivion
we remain yours in Peace Law and Order
The Working Men of Nelson
                                                                                                         
                                                                                                          we the bearers of
                                                                                                          this request wait
                                                                                                          your decided
                                                                                                          Answer 








Transcribed from copy provided by Archives New Zealand NZC 208/2 pages No 20-


FTS-NLR05.           Transcript of a Statement by Frederick Tuckett 
regarding the Wairau Affray

 
Sunday 18th June 1843.


At a Special Meeting of the Magistrates held at Barrett’s Hotel Wellington.
Present.
A. D. MacDonogh Esq. Acting Police Mag.
George Hunter Esq. Mayor.
Col: W. Wakefield N Z C – P.A.
Wm Spain Esq. Land Claims Commissioner.
Hon: Henry Petre.
Capt: W M Smith H P – R A.
G. S. Evans Esq. D.C.L.
R. D. Harrison Esq. Crown Prosecutor.
Henry St. Hill Esq. Sheriff.
Wm Fitzherbert Esq.
Wm Gayton Esq.
Chas Clifford Esq.
George White Esq.


Mr Frederick Tuckett called in and examined –

I am principal surveyor at Nelson – I left Nelson on the 27th May and got to the Wairoa (sic) on Saturday 3rd of June – I found Mr Cotterell one of the Surveyors at the Native Pah at the mouth of the Wairoa (sic), he informed me that Te Reperaha (Rauparaha) and Rangihaita (Rangihaeta) had been to his station and burned his house and forcibly removed his effects – I requested him to return to Nelson, giving him a note to Capt. Wakefield stating what had happened and that I should remain there until I heard from him – Eight days after I had despatched Mr Cotterell I started for Nelson in consequence of not having received any answer to my note to Capt. Wakefield and not having been able to make any arrangements with the natives for the survey to proceed.

Off Crozeil Harbour near Blind Bay on Tuesday last in the afternoon I saw a Brig and boarded her when I found it to be the Government Brig Victoria with Police Magistrate (Mr Thompson), Capt. Wakefield and some other parties from Nelson: They informed me, that a warrant had been issued against Te Rauperha (sic) and Rangihaiata (sic) in consequence of the deposition of Mr Cotterell. When I returned with the Brig we anchored in Cloudy Bay before day break on Thursday last and landed at the mouth of the River Wairoa (sic); Our party consisting of Thirty six men and some volunteers set out on Friday morning in boats intending to proceed up the river, but the winds preventing us, we landed and proceeded up the left bank of the River, taking one boat in case we wanted to cross the river – about three miles up the river, we had an interview with a party of natives and explained to them, the object of the expedition and that no violence was intended towards them; The Native Chief Puah (Puaha) undertook to convey to Rauperaha (sic) and Rangihaiata (sic) the object of the expedition informing us they were further up the river; He appeared perfectly satisfied with our explanation as far as they themselves were concerned and would recommend the others to surrender to the warrant. Further up the river we crossed over to a native encampment expecting to find the Chiefs we were in quest of, but leant from the natives there that the chiefs we were in quest of, were further up the river, we encamped at a spot called the great wood for the night and our boat was sent back for the Brig’s long boat the same evening the boat returned accompanied by the Brig’s boat and the Company’s boat and crew, this increased our number to Fifty all armed in various ways – The next morning we proceeded up the river in two boats, we landed on the right hand side of the river and proceeded in the direction of some fires, where we concluded the natives were encamped and where we found them – our communication was interrupted by a deep narrow gully and stream and we borrowed a Canoe to cross over – The Police Magistrate accompanied by Capt. Wakefield and one or two others crossed over first, when Mr Thompson producing his warrant directed the Constables to execute it on Rauparaha (sic) and Mr Brooks the interpreter was instructed to explain fully the nature of the warrant and the offence which he (Rauperaha) (sic) had committed and for which he must accompany the constable on board the Brig he was told that if the charge against him should not be proved that he would be at liberty and that he might take any of his people with him – as he appeared to waver the Police Magistrate enquired peremptorily whether he would go or not, to which he replied he would not. The Police Magistrate then pointed to the armed force on the other side and said if he would not go he should be obliged to compel him and on Rauperahas (sic) coolly refusing The Police Magistrate said there is the armed force and they shall fire on you all if you wont go – A party of Natives in the back ground about sixteen in number sprung on their feet and presented their arms – the discussion became vehement and to hurried to follow the interpreter – Rangihaiata (sic) whom we had not observed before stepped forward and by his gestures defied the authorities – In momentary expectation that violence would be offered to the Police Magistrate I proposed that we should establish a communication with our party – Capt. Wakefield asked Puah (sic) if he might use his canoe for that purpose he assented and Capt. Wakefield called upon me to assist him, in placing the canoe across the steam – having done so Capt. Wakefield said english men forward – five men upon this crossed over – whilst this took place I heard the report of a musket immediately upon this, there was a general volley from both parties – during this the canoe upset and I got on land on the opposite side from the natives, and joined our party, I remained with a few of them who continued to load and fire very steadily; thinking that Captain Wakefield had gone forward I called to the men to follow and support him – they would not cross over but continued firing from where they were shortly after I was informed that our party were retreating up the hill, which I saw upon coming out of the thicket – The Officers endeavored (sic) to form the men, when they had gained the advantage ground but in vain – The natives crossed the stream in pursuit of them after the second attempt to rally the men Captain Wakefield desired the men to lay down their arms and surrender themselves in order to stop the useless sacrifice of life. A Flag was held out towards the natives, as a proof of our submission but someone said, the natives wont understand it we lay down to avoid the bullets and as proof of our submission – but in consequence of the continued firing of some of our party who were too far in advance to hear the orders – the natives continued firing, about that time the chief constable fell wounded by my side – we then retreated further up the hill, when it became a regular dispersion, afterwards I made the best of my way to the coast, and overtook five of our men one of whom was wounded in the arm – on gaining the coast we proceeded to Whites Bay where I engaged a whale boat and boarded the Brig, the whole force of natives did not amount to more than eighty.
Mr MacDonogh proposed and Mr St. Hill seconded. 

That a Quorum of Magistrates taking with them a sufficient police force do proceed to Cloudy Bay in order to ascertain the fate of certain parties who have had an encounter with the natives.

Question put and agreed to Nem. Con. (Nemine Contradicente without opposition)






The above transcript is from a photocopy, supplied by the National Archives, of the New Zealand Company/Original Correspondence CO208/85, pages 173 to 177 held at the Public Record Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew. Richmond. Surrey. TW9 4DU


FTS-NLR06.      Transcript of a Deposition by John Wallis Barnicoat 
dated 25th June 1943 Re. The Wairau Affray

John Wallis Barnicoat of Nelson, Surveyor. Deposes.

I left Nelson on the 15th April last to go to the Wairau. There were three Surveying parties consisting altogether of about forty. We arrived there in about nine days and immediately commenced the Survey. After being there about a week Mr Cotterell one of the Surveying party informed me that the Natives had been pulling up his ranging rods and destroyed Mr Parkinson’s Sawmill. We consulted together and determined to send a whale boat to Nelson to Capt. Wakefield. A day or two after the whale boat started Mr Parkinson another of the Surveyors informed me the natives had pulled up my ranging rods and threatened to destroy my Cooking house. A week or two after this a party of natives arrived and tore up one of my stakes and Mr Cotterell who is now dead told me they had annoyed him very much. On Thursday the 1st of June, Rauparaha and Rangiaiata (Rangihaeta) with their party consisting of ninety eight natives, amongst whom were some women and children but a small proportion arrived at the Pah at the mouth of the River. On the Saturday following Rauparaha and Rangiaiata and about thirty natives in three canoes came up the river to my Station Rauparaha and Rangiaiata slept there that night and the next morning their men took our provisions tents and other things to the Canoes and Rauparaha informed me he should take us to the Pah where he had already brought Mr Cotterell and his men, and intended to bring all the White men in the Wairau and send them all off together. We all went with the natives and on our arrival at the great wood we stopped there that night and the whole of the following day and the next morning the whole party of the Maories went to the Pah the Maories were joined by two other Canoes increasing their number to a hundred and sixteen. Soon after they landed us the whole party went in search of Mr Tuckett the chief Surveyor and Mr Cotterell and the next morning the Canoes returned with the Company’s boat and Mr Parkinson’s I should have said that Mr Cotterell went on the previous Saturday to Nelson to inform Capt. Wakefield of what had happened. The wind prevented Mr Tucketts leaving for several days, but as soon as it moderated sufficiently he left in the Companys boat to go to Nelson. On the day after Mr Parkinson left so that there were no white men left at the Wairau but myself and another man. Mr Parkinson left on Monday June 12th. Immediately after Rauparaha and Rangiaiata and all their party went up the river telling me they were going to prepare their ground for gardens and should return in five days. On the following Thursday the Government brig anchored off the Wairau and the same evening Capt. Wakefield, Mr Thompson, Mr Howard, Mr Ferguson and several others landed at the Pah and staid there that night, and the next morning the rest of the party consisting of Capt. England, Mr Tuckett, Mr Patchett, Mr Richardson and several others landed the party altogether numbering about 40. About thirty of the men were there armed with muskets & cutlasses and walked up the bank of the river to where we expected to find Rauparaha and Rangiaiata. I was not sworn in a Special Constable nor did I see any other men sworn in as such from the time of their landing up to the time of the Conflict which I am about to relate took place. About half way up we met Puah and a party of natives to whom Mr Thompson explained the purpose for which we had come. Puah proposed that Rangiaiata Rauparaha and all the White people should go to Cloudy Bay in order to settle the business. I think he mentioned the name of Mr Spain but I am not quite certain. Puah then went up the river in his whale boat. Mr Cotterell also went up in his. The whole party afterwards started. On arriving at the big wood we found a party of natives on the other side of the river bank no chief of consequence was among them this was the spot Rauparaha and Rangiaiata informed me they intended to make their gardens. In the evening we were joined by the Company’s boat increasing our party to forty nine. After that all the Maories left and went up the river. The next morning before sun rise we proceeded up the river in Mr Cotterells and the Company’s boats, & about four miles up we all landed and walked to where we found Rauparaha and Rangiaiata and his party, they were about a mile inland from the Banks of the River and we were able to discover them by their shouting. They were posted by the Bank of a deep Creek surrounded by a thick bush, there was a canoe lying across the Creek in which Mr Thompson, Capt. Wakefield and other gentlemen crossed. Mr Thompson then stated to Rauparaha through the Interpreter John Brooks that he was the Queens Representative and came to execute a warrant against Rauparaha and Rangiaiata for burning a house of Mr Cotterells, he also told them the Government brig lay off the Wairau and they were to go there to answer for their offence. Mr Thompson on their refusing to come, explained to them that he did not come about the land question that was to be settled hereafter by Mr Spain. Rauparaha still persisted in refusing to come and Mr Thompson told him that he had an armed force & should make him. After repeated refusals from Rauparaha Mr Thompson at last called out to Capt. England who was on the other side of the Creek to bring the men across to him. Mr Howard then ordered half of them to advance and they went down the hill led by Mr Howard and I did not see them afterwards. Very shortly the firing commenced. I have no idea on which side the firing commenced It appeared to be simultaneous. The order was given to advance but I did not hear any order given to fire, there was a very regular fire kept up for about two minutes. When Mr Patchett and two or three others fell and the men began to give way, they again rallied and after firing a few more shots again gave way, the natives firing from a thick Manuka bush on us who were quite unprotected. After a succession of retreats we came to a brow of the hill where Capt. Wakefield entreated the men to make a stand, and he then tried to make the men fix bayonets and charge. The interpreter then called out in Maori leave off, enough, and Capt. Wakefield ordered the men to lay down their arms and lie on the ground themselves. I lay down with the rest for about half a minute and then three bullets came within a yard or two of where I was. On which I got up and retired. There were other signals for peace made by Mr Thompson and Capt. Wakefield and one or two Maories threw down their arms and advanced with their arms stretched out, as if in token of reconciliation, but as I found the firing continued as brisk as ever I continued to retreat. When I left the hill there were about fifteen white people there. I left it with Mr Tuckett and one man and walked towards the beach, about a mile on we overtook seven men and arrived at Whites Bay about one o’clock in the afternoon where we found a whale boat which brought us on board the Government brig.


                                                                                       (sd) J. W. Barnicoat
Taken and Sworn before us this twenty fifth 
day of June 1843 on board the Govt Brig.

(Signed)    Willm. Spain JP.
                  Henry St. Hill JP.
                  Chas. Clifford JP.
                  Geo. Saml. Evans JP. 


National Archives, Kew. New Zealand Company/Original Correspondence CO 208/85 pages 122 to 126


FTS-NLR07.  Transcript taken from Despatches of Col. W. Wakefield to Court 
                                of Directors New Zealand Company London.

Extract from Despatch No. 54. June 30th 1843

In consequence of the death of Capt. A. Wakefield has appointed Mr Tuckett to act as Agent for the Settlement (Nelson) until the pleasure of the Court be known. Mr Tuckett is intimately acquainted with the Company’s affairs, highly conscientious, intelligent and qualified to carry on the duties of Agent. The Agency and Principal Surveyorship should not be combined. The Principal Agent finds no one in the Colony disengaged who possesses the requisite qualifications to permanently succeed Capt. Wakefield, and has therefore left the office to be filled up by the Court. As to whether the Resident Agent at Nelson or New Plymouth is to succeed the Principal Agent.- Qualifications necessary for an Agent. Proposes visiting Nelson shortly.

Extract from Despatch No. 62. Sept. 10th 1843

In pursuance of his intention previously expressed, the Principal Agent proceeded to Nelson on the 26th July 1843 in the Government Brig which was conveying Major Richmond to the same port. Put into Port Underwood to investigate some complaints, during the progress of the investigations gave directions for having the graves at the Wairau fenced in, with the view to the erection of a monument at some future time. The Chiefs of Queen Charlotte Sound acknowledged their sale & desire the Principal Agent to take possession previous to their removals to Taranaki. Arrived at Nelson 1st August. Major Richmond having informed the local Magistracy that it was not the intention of the Government to apprehend Rauperaha (Rauparaha) without instructions from England, and read to the natives the proclamation restricting the exercise of acts of Ownership. Sailed for Wellington the following day. The subject of the Public Works & the German Immigrants principally demand attention. The former subject very embarrassing to the Company’s Servants. No incompatibility seemed to exist between the two engagements into which the Company had entered. Difference of opinion as to whether the expenditure of £40,000 prior to the end of the year 1844 was or was not likely to prove beneficial to the Settlement. This question discussed and reasons given why the Principal Agent has determined to proceed on the assumption that the Company is bound to expend the whole sum before the end of 1844. Steps taken to defeat the combination of labourers. - Treatment of the German Immigrants by the St. Paul, by Mr Beit. Arrangements made with Mr Beit in part satisfactory. Lease of a Colonial Accommodation Section, with power to purchase at the end of three years, and loan of three months rations from the Company Stores, speedily removed discontent. The Principal Agent’s opinion as to their Selections. General features of the Waimea Valley. The road running through it is twenty five miles long. Two embryo villages formed at convenient Stages. Numerous working men located in this district. Good roads nearly completed to the Motueka and Moutere. Massacre or Coal Bay now under Survey, abundant beds of coal and limestone to be found there. Easy communications expected to be found from the head of the Motueka Valley to immense grassy plains in the interior. The Maitai and Brook Street valleys. Present state of the Town. The road from the port to the Town the best in the Colony. The harbour and roadstead commodious and Secure. Climate of Nelson peculiar, not being subject to the high winds which elsewhere prevail. Its fitness for Indian invalides proved by example. The Principal Agent feels assured of its capabilities & enterprising community ensuring its eventual prosperity.

Extract from Despatch No. 65 Sept. 12th 1843

Finding during his late visit to Nelson that Mr Tuckett’s avocations as Chief Surveyor prevented him from paying attention to the general interests of the Settlement, and having received a request from Mr Tuckett to be relieved from the Agency, the Principal Agent had, on his return to Wellington, appointed Mr Fox to act as Agent until the arrival of the one appointed by the Court. Mr Fox bears a high character for integrity and firmness. Encloses copy of appointment of and instructions to Mr Fox.

The above transcript is from a photocopy, supplied by the National Archives, of the New Zealand Company/Original Correspondence CO 208/244 Index & Précis of Despatches, pages 29 & 31 to 33
 held at the Public Record Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew. Richmond Surrey. TW9 4DU

TS-NLR08.  Transcript of Report to Col. W. Wakefield Principal Agent 
                         Wellington from Frederick Tuckett Acting Agent Nelson

Nelson July 3rd 1843

Sir,
On leaving the Brig on the 26th I avoided entering Tory Channel, and keeping outside proceeded through the night as well as the following night arriving here at day break on Wednesday morning. The inhabitants already apprized of the irreparable loss which they had sustained, and the appalling circumstances of the case, were in a state of extreme agitation and fear. The Magistrates occupied in taking depositions, have yet hardly terminated their investigations. Arms and ammunitions had on the first intelligence of the extent of our loss been despatched to the Motueka and an armed party of 14 men sworn in as special constables and another of 5 men had been sent to the Survey Station at the Takakao by Mr Jollie with the approbation of the Magistrates and others. His letter to Mr Stephens and Duffy appear to me very judicious. Whilst I approve of the intent I cannot approve of the measure convinced that when the proceeding is known to the natives, it will be regarded by them as a demonstration of hostility on our part, and that the jealousy and animosity which it may excite, will greatly outweigh any advantage which could possibly accrue from the presence of an inefficient and inadequate force. Our surveyors at Massacre Bay have lived in uninterrupted harmony with the natives there and were in no way mixed up with the dispute which had occurred with the Coal and Lime Company long since defunct. We have the most satisfactory information of the tranquillity and good feeling of the Motueka natives on whom the intelligence produced no apparent effect other than an earnest proffer of aid from some of them to punish the murderers. I requested Mr Aldred to convey to them an assurance of our unchanged sentiments of confidence and goodwill towards them, our abhorrence of acts of retaliation and our obligation to leave to our lawful authorities the punishment of the guilty, my belief that the natives professing Christianity, residents of Port Underwood and its vicinity were with few exceptions clear of any participation in the recent conflict at the Wairau, and had attempted to prevent the atrocious murder which had been afterwards perpetrated, also that our boat had been claimed by Puke (Rangitera men) who intended to proceed with it to the Motueka and then restore it. A letter to the same effect will be despatched by Mr Aldred to the natives at the Titap.
The fears of the inhabitants not yet allayed I have been called on by a sub committee appointed to take measures for the protection of the Town, to grant the aid of a numerous body of the Company’s labourers to throw up some sort of defence within which in case of attack from the natives, they may retire for security, and also the cannonade and arms etc. I requested the gentlemen to obtain the approbation of the Magistrates to the plan proposed or the signatures of the majority of the educated inhabitants, assuring them I would then comply with their request, in deference to their judgement.
I propose sending a party of twenty men to the Motueka to be employed by contract in forming a road from the river Motueka to the west mouth of the River Moutere, the only port for that District accessible independent of the weather and tides. In this I shall act in conformity with the request of the settlers in the District, the intention of our late and lamented Resident Agent, and at the same time afford to our fellow colonists there by such an accession to their number the best security against any danger of interference or molestation on the part of the natives.
There are now X employed on the Public Works either at weekly wages or as contractors about 240 labourers of whom about 100 employed in districts remote from Town, are supplied with rations from the Company’s Stores. The suspension of the Contract surveys will I fear have the effect of materially increasing their numbers. Other men employed in the survey and as boats crew are about 30.X
The weekly issue of Rations is nearly as follows of - - - Meat 1300 . . . . Flour 1800 . . . . Tea 80 . . . . Sugar 145, the exact quantities and number of labourers I shall be prepared to lay before you on your arrival here. On application from Mr Joseph Merchant of this place I have instructed Mr Smith to receive into the Company’s Stores a large quantity of New Zealand and Irish Pork which has been purchased by verbal agreement subject to a reduction of one halfpenny per lb on the price of the New Zealand Pork as stated in Mr Joseph’s letter of which I now enclose a copy with a statement of account. As the entire quantity would have been sufficient for 6 months consumption at the present rate, and knowing that it was your wish to limit the issue of Rations from the Company’s store, I have prevailed on him to release us from the obligation of taking the 40 pieces of beef.
I found on my return here that Mr Jollie had been duly authorised to sign cheques on the Nelson Bank to meet the current expenditure, but as my authority was more recent and might (strictly construed) cancel the former, we were mutually of the opinion that under the circumstances, it would be safest for me to attach my signature, accordingly on the 30th ulto. I signed a cheque for £200 which Mr Jollie required for the morrow. The following morning Mr Macdonald the Manager of the Bank informed me that finding the cheque which I had signed was not for the amount afterwards thought requisite and preferring the previous arrangement which left this part of the business to Mr Jollie, he had received from him and paid one of a different amount adding that he was quite willing to cash cheques of each of us under our separate authorities. Not approving of this his expressed intention I thought it best to send him a copy of your letter of the 26th ulto which I had shown him on the 28th and to disallow the coexistence of two credentials. At the same time I am perfectly aware that it only involves a difference of opinion on a branch of business with which Mr Macdonald is much more conversant than myself and on which his judgement ought to be more correct.
It would be a satisfaction to me at the present moment and I submit would be very desirable (whoever may be placed here as the Acting Agent) if the assistance of an able accountant could be afforded us for a short time to whose examination the accounts of this settlement might be submitted for his approval, or the system of keeping them in future, altered if not satisfactory to him. It had been long since contemplated to take stock and verify the same by the Store Keepers accounts, it has however never been attempted chiefly because our late Store Keeper was always usefully and actively employed in other duties partly also perhaps because it was an affair for which he did not feel quite competent. I fear we must here all confess a like incompetence still if you cannot afford me the assistance I feel to be requisite, I will attempt the investigation rather than it should be entirely omitted.
On leaving the Brig Mr Bellairs proceeded at my request in the other boat with five men recently employed by Mr Parkinson in his survey at the Wairau, I desired them to keep company with my boat and informed them that if practicable I should keep without the land thro the Straits to the French Pass. Having a boat that pulled lighter they preceded us and went into Tory Channel and have not yet arrived I feel rather anxious on their account but hope their detention may be reasonably attributed to the continued prevalence of gloomy weather.
The first party of men who proceeded homeward overland have arrived they met with Hanham one of the three men of whose fate we could gain no intelligence the other two Barton and Stokes have not been yet heard of, but Hanham from the direction of footmarks which he observed is of the opinion that they left the Wairau for the Sound or the Pelorus.
The second and last overland party consisting of five men ought to have arrived yesterday. I made arrangements immediately on my arrival to send a party acquainted with the route to meet them lest having fallen in with the three missing men already alluded to and having shared their provisions they might undergo some privation. – considerable delay has occurred owing to the rivers being swollen by continued rains, and I doubt whether the five men have been able to cross the Wairau for the same reason in such case they would return to Port Underwood and obtain subsistence at one of the whaling stations. The rain which had been most copious during the past week still continues.
 I regret to have to inform you that the German Emigrants have arrived here in a state of extreme discontent owing to alledged (sic) acts of despotism on the part of Mr Beit and infringement of the proposed arrangements promised for their maintenance and comfort. The Captain, Officers and crew the two missionaries and surgeon are all unanimous in imputing the entire blame to Mr Beit. on the other hand the grounds of complaint which they represent to have existed even prior to the ships sailing were investigated by the British Consul at Bahia and evidently regarded by him as frivolous, the grievances complained of on behalf of the Emigrants by the Clergymen and Doctor are stated under three heads. viz:

1st.    The nonobservance of the regulations in regard to the quantity and variety 
         of food appointed to be supplied to the people.
2nd.  The insufficiency of the space between decks for their numbers in con- sequence of a large quantity of merchandise the property of Mr Beit having been stowed there contrary to the arrangement made by the Company’s Inspector of Emigrant ships and after his departure.
3rd.  Arbitrary conduct of the Superintendent Mr Beit in imposing fines and subjecting individuals by way of punishment for alledged (sic) offences to a protracted Diet of Bread and Water.

Each general charge illustrated by a recital of particular instances, forming as a whole a document which it would be ludicrous to peruse, but for its painful and pernicious effect in creating a deep rooted antipathy in their breasts towards their agent.
A body of the Emigrants have called on me to investigate their grievances and have declared that they will not continue under the auspices of Mr Beit.
I assured them of my readiness to receive any statement from them in writing which they might wish to make, to give it an impartial consideration and lay it before you on your arrival, but that I could only interest myself in any arrangements which might be desirable to promote their interests as colonists at this settlement thro’ their accredited organ and agent Mr Beit. Some offence had been unintentionally given to Mr Beit in consequence of our Emigration Agent entering on the usual investigation and taking charge of the emigrants on landing as incumbent on him in the case of British Emigrants. I have prevented any further misunderstanding by informing our Emigration Agent that the German emigrants are exclusively under the care of their Agent Mr Beit. I have invited Mr Beit in his capacity of Superintendent to furnish me with the necessary statement of arrangements made by him during the voyage, which he promises me, and the fortnight having expired since landing during which they have subsisted on Rations issued from our Stores, I have pressed Mr Beit to enter on arrangements for the future, and to explain to me his and their wishes and intentions especially as regards their future pursuits and location offering every facility in my power to afford them, and in particular an opportunity of immediately selecting a Rural Section for the choice No. 4 which has fallen to the Hamburg Company.
I regret however to inform you that Mr Beit seems exclusively occupied with Mercantile affairs.
Should any unforeseen circumstance prevent your departure for our settlement, will you instruct me whether I am right in concluding that the German emigrants have no claim for maintenance or employment out of the general fund of this settlement and no particular fund for their benefit arising out of the purchase of Lands made by the Hamburg Company.
I fear that many of our Townsmen are widening the breach between the Superintendent and the emigrants, allowing themselves to become prejudiced partizans of the latter, and that unless Mr Beit promptly exerts himself in a forgiving and conciliatory spirit to regain his former influence with his countrymen, the majority of those who have the means, and who are consequently desirable settlers, will by arrangement with the Captain of the St. Paul proceed elsewhere. Hoping you will excuse any informality in this hurried communication. 

                                                                          I remain Sir, respectfully
                                                                             Your etc.

                                                                          (signed) Frederick Tuckett
Col. W. Wakefield
Principal Agent
of the New Zealand Company












The above transcript is from a photocopy, supplied by the National Archives, of the New Zealand Company/Original Correspondence CO 208/86 pages 149 to 156 held at the Public Record Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew. Richmond. Surrey. TW9 4DU


FTS-NLR09.  Transcript of a Memorial (not dated) from the Sub Committee 
of the Landholders & Land Agents of Nelson to 
Frederick Tuckett Acting Resident Agent at Nelson 
for the New Zealand Company.  c. July 1843.

To Frederick Tuckett Esquire
Acting resident agent at Nelson
of the New Zealand Company.

We The Sub Committee appointed at a preliminary meeting of Landholders and Land Agents for the purpose of preparing and presenting a memorial relative to the employment of Labourers in this Settlement beg respectfully to state that considering the great and apparently increasing disproportion between Labour and capital in this settlement and the smallness of the fund now applicable to public works and apprehensive that the majority of those who at present derive their support from that source would when the fund is exhausted be left in a state of utter destitution it appears imperatively necessary that steps be immediately taken to obviate this calamity.
According to the present mode of employing the redundant population it does not appear that with very few exceptions they are making any progress towards independence It is true that a limited number have taken small portions of land and have been employed on the public works on the condition that they were to occupy and cultivate such pieces of Ground but we believe that in most cases the condition has not been fulfilled it being alleged and in most cases with truth that the rate of wages allowed by the company is but barely sufficient for present maintenance and that the nature of their employment precludes them even in the longest days from devoting any considerable portion of their own time to such purposes
The necessity for immediate and radical change in this present system of employment must therefore be perfectly obvious Humanity as well as policy dictates that these men be put in such a position as will enable them permanently to maintain themselves and thereby avert the crime and misery consequent on an overwhelming pauper population
After the most mature deliberation and attentive consideration of all the circumstances and having received the assistance and advice of many whose opinion from their general intelligence and judgment and stake in the colony is entitled to great weight we would respectfully submit for your consideration and approval the following outline
That as far as consistent with the absolute wants of the settlers the present public works be suspended – That in lieu of the maintenance derived therefrom the labourers be enabled to locate and cultivate such pieces of Ground as will be sufficient for the support of themselves and families by means of an advance on reasonable credit of money and rations or one of them and also the requisite seeds and implements for such a period as will enable them with Industry and strict economy to provide for their future support
We have reason to believe that the late able and invaluable resident agent of the New Zealand Company in this settlement had in anxious contemplation a plan of which the object was similar to the one now brought forward, we are not fully aware of the precise method by which he meant to carry out his views
We place every reliance on your judgment and discretion and in case our suggestion meet with your approval confidently leave the working out of its details in your hands.

Philip Valle.      N A Wrightman
Alfred Nets        J W Barnicoat
Gerald Sinclair  W R M Wilkinson
J Otterson           Js F Wilson
J Greaves                                        

Transcribed from copy provided by Archives New Zealand NZC 208/2 pages No 37-


FTS-NLR10.  Transcript of a petition from the Landowners & Residents 
   of Nelson to the Agent of the New Zealand Company,
 presumably William Fox, not dated, c Sept. 1843.

                                                          To the Agent of the New Zealand Company Nelson.

Sir.
We the undersigned Landowners and Residents in the Colony beg to call your attention to the present plan of employing labour by the Company’s Agent which is unsatisfactory to the owners of Land as well as to the Labourers themselves for the following reasons.~
That it is a wasteful expenditure of the fund contributed for Public works and the general improvement of the Colony the work done being very inadequate to the money expended: That it is a demoralising system, as it makes no distinction between the idle and the diligent, the good and the bad workman, all being paid the same wages whatever may have been the amount of work done by each; That the wages thus given are not sufficient to give the Labourer any chance of improving his condition or rendering himself independent of the Company’s assistance, and that the employers of labour are not in sufficient number to give the labourers constant Employment elsewhere.~
It appears therefore very desirable that some plan should be devised, by means of which the public works of the Colony may be more efficiently carried out; and by which the labourer who is really desirous of improving his condition and getting rid of his dependence on the Company’s work may be enabled to do so, and the following plan is proposed for that purpose.~
That part of the several public works now executing or proposed in the districts about Nelson be set apart and liberally valued, and six Months work be offered to all who may be disposed to avail themselves of it in place of any further claim on the Company for work or maintenance, on the following conditions~
That the value of the whole six months labour be divided into twelve parts, to be paid at the end of every four weeks, provided the quantity of work done shall entitle them to it, leaving them otherwise full liberty to do the work at whatever time and in whatever quantity they please; the remainder of their time being given to the cultivation of Land; but if on the monthly inspection it is found that the opportunity thus given is neglected and the land left uncultivated or insufficiently cultivated, then the contract shall be considered broken, and the labourer not entitled to any further Monthly payments, whatever may have been the amount of work actually done; so as to prevent any man taking advantage of this plan to earn large wages, without any intention or wish to render himself independent of the Company~ and the Company’s Agent on his part engaging to assist the bona fide cultivator with the necessary tools seeds and rations at the lowest possible cost~

A McDonald
J D Greenwood
M Cautley
J Greaves
W L Shepherd
M T Cooke
Philip Valle
W R M Wilkinson


Transcribed from copy provided by Archives New Zealand NZC 208/2 pages  No 53-


FTS-NLR11. Transcript of letter dated October 6th 1843 from Frederick Tuckett
         Presumably to William Fox New Zealand Company Nelson

                                                                                Survey Office Nelson October 6 1843
Sir
I have just received Reports for the months of August and September of the progress of the Survey in the Takaka District executed by Mr Duffy 1st asst Surveyor of Nelson Survey. In the last four weeks it appears that he has only employed his party on the Survey for one day & three quarters, 1 day ¾ ~~ that in the week ending the 16th September continued rain & the flooded state of the river was the obstacles. In the week ending the 23rd the same circumstances prevented their returning to the survey and their crossing the River (although possessing two boats, one a small punt)
In the week ending September 30th the ground being still flooded nothing was done ~~ Hence it appears that the Survey has already been extended beyond the limits of available and desirable land, and that what has latterly been surveyed is ineligible and such as in my letter dated July 19th I particularly directed should not be included in the survey. I have always considered the Ourere district as more liable to inundation during heavy rains than the Takaka, and this is indubitably a fact. The former district is now being surveyed by a contractor Mr Budge, his assistant Mr Watts now here informs me that they have not been prevented from proceeding daily with the Survey, either by rain or floods, rain has been frequent there but not to stop them from work and floods have not occurred to create any impediment.
On the 23rd June Mr Duffy writes me as follows “Next week I expect to complete my staking up to 180 sections”. In the reports for August & September he writes to inform me the No. of Sections completed. His Plan shows 185. Making every allowance for many interruptions from rumours of hostile movements on the part of the natives, and frequent occurrences of heavy rain, I cannot consider that the progress of the Survey has been commensurate with the means and opportunities at his disposal especially during the past four months.
On the 11th July Mr Duffy writes to me “the following men left the Survey yesterday morning owing to my orders to proceed with the Survey, vis Brydon, Spittle, Gilbert, Hughes & Aldaway, you will perceive I have only one man left on the Survey~”
At the same time Mr Musgrave, 2nd asst. Surveyor and Mr Arnold an Improver, also left the District tendering to me their resignations of their employment under the N Z Comp’y, notwithstanding its pecuniary value and circumstances to them, because of Mr Duffy’s “violent and uncontrolled temper coupled with intemperate language” rendering their situations insupportable. Their proposed resignation of office I was glad to accept on other grounds, and did not think it necessary to institute an inquiry into the case, altho had it been done and their statement sustained in justice to them as well as well as to his Employer, the 1st asst. surveyor Mr Duffy must then have been dismissed, as an impediment to the progress of the Survey. Capt. Wakefield our late agent instructed me to inform the asst. Surveyors that their engagements with the N Z Comp’y would terminate absolutely in September ult. This I communicated to them in April and in July and more recently reminded them of the same, I have directed that the men employed in the several surveys should be discharged and all instruments, tools and materials, the property of then N Z Company under the care of the Surveyors should be delivered to me at the office at Nelson, with the Plans of the several Surveys.
Mr Stephens sen. 1st asst. Surveyor has acknowledged the termination of his engagement with the Company agreeably to the communication made to him. He has sent in the Theodolite which he used, and writes to me to say that in a few days he will bring the Plans etc etc.
It was the judgement and intention of the late Resident Agent to have dismissed the Surveyors in April, they were however at my request retained on pay until September on their own account, not in the interest of the Survey. The Principal Agent Col. Wakefield has considered and confirmed the decision of the late Resident Agent on this subject.
I beg further to state that I consider the Survey of the Takaka as already stopped, and do not recognise, nor am I responsible for the proceedings of any Party who may proceed with the Survey there, subsequent to the 30th of September. Mr Duffy has the care of two boats the property of the N Z Company.

                                   I remain Sir very respectfully yours etc etc
                                             Frederick Tuckett, Chief Surveyor.

Transcribed from copy provided by Archives New Zealand NZC 208/2 pages No 68-


FTS-NLR12.        Transcript of a letter dated 6th October 1843 from 
                       Frederick Tuckett to William Fox, Resident Agent Nelson.

                                                                                          Survey Office October 6 – 1843

Sir,
I have already troubled you with two rather lengthy communications and have yet omitted a subject to which I ought to advert, re the proposed construction of Bridge over the Wairau and Waimau Rivers. Col Wakefield had authorised me to order a Pile driver at Sidney and to commence the construction of the Bridges in the event of the Land sale being resumed by the Company etc.
These Bridges would cost at least £500 each, and the whole outing would be sacrificed if the foundations failed. It would be necessary if I am responsible in reputation for the durability of the erection, that I should be able for 2 or 3 months to pay almost exclusive attention to this construction, or to employ some competent and confidential persons. Mr Barnicoat & Mr Budge are the only persons in the Settlement to whom I would confide this care, and they as well as I are at present occupied in conducting or executing Surveys.
When I am sufficiently disengaged from other affairs I can enter with confidence on the construction of the Bridges, but at present I am inclined to recommend the substitution of a floating floored raft, which might be made at a cost of Ropes, nails & pine for pro rata £50.0.0. I have invited Mr Best to send in a proposition: with Plan & estimate for such a Ferry and if it is adopted for the object and can be adapted to the rivers, and the expense is within my expectations, I should recommend its being adopted. At any rate try one raft ferry and if it answers a second, and a third at the Motueka when the erection of a Bridge would be more hazardous and expensive.



                                                             I remain Sir respectfully yours etc
                                                                         Frederick Tuckett
Wm Fox Esq                                                                    Chief Surveyor
     Resident Agent
         Nelson
















Transcribed from copy provided by Archives New Zealand NZC 208/2 pages No 69-


FTS-NLR13.         Transcript of a letter dated 28th October 1843 from 
     Frederick Tuckett to William Fox Resident Agent Nelson


                                                                               Survey Office Nelson October 28 – 43


Wm Fox Esq.
Resident Agent Nelson


Sir 
I enclose a note addressed to me by Mr Budge requesting that the sum of £100 one hundred Pounds may be paid to his acct. with the Union Bank of Australia, on account of his contract Survey, No 4 District Aorere. I beg to certify that I have examined his survey and that he is entitled to receive the amount specified If he required immediate payment he would be entitled to payment on his contract up to the present time of about £500 . . of which he has already received £100, paid to his acct. at Union Bank of Australia, and previous from the Company’s store for the supply of himself and men, the value of which I cannot state, but actually not amounting to £100.
He will I anticipate if not prevented by the natives from extending the survey along the West shore of Massacre Bay obtain at least 100 Rural Sections of eligible land, or 15000 acres of Lands which at his contract price of 1/6 per acre will amount to £1125.0.0 and the survey will probably be completed in January ~~ 44.
There are four natives at Ta Matea (a Pah about 4 miles beyond the Aorere on the shore) named Engaru Rangitoto Ratimera Koroma, who forbid the progress of the survey until they have received utu for the lands. The fact is that no native at the Pa was considered to be of such rank as to be entitled to a present similar to that which was made to the reputed chiefs of the first rank.
Whether their rank is equal with those who were thus propitiated I cannot state but I am convinced that at least one of their number would have received a present had I not erroneously reported that Ireno (or Tamati Rerema) a chief who usually resides at the Aorere was also the chief of Ta Matea. I have since learnt that he has no pretensions there and I am satisfied that my previous impression was inaccurate, having now discovered that they at Ta Matea are church missionaries (so styled) whereas he and his people at the Aorere are Wesleyan.
In an interview with these men at Ta Matea I intimated to them my intention to proceed with the survey, advised them not interfere with the surveyors, and to confer with the Governor or Land Commissioners if they considered themselves entitled to payment for the Land. If you see no objection I should like to prevail on Mr Reag to advise them to the same effect, which I think he would not refuse especially as I shall be able to secure as native Reserves all the lands previously valuable and attractive to the natives, there being no resident natives in any other District in which Rural Sections have been as yet surveyed, and to effect this it is necessary that the Land should be surveyed, this point I endeavoured to represent clearly to them, but they were little accessible to any consideration but that of monetary gratifications & emoluments. Erama, of Te Purra Purra (a brother of  Paramata & Emaure) is also dissatisfied and contentious, insisting to be paid for lands at the Aorere which Mr Budge has already surveyed~ I gave to Ireno a Bag of Flour and sugar & ½ ditto to the Pupare, the principal surviving chief at Tata and the Takaka, and the other half bag of each to the three emigrant families residing at the Motupippi engaged in burning lime and working coal, B Lovell his brother Lovell and ~~ Webster, finding that they had been without flour for a considerable period.

                                                                 I remain respectfully yours etc
                                                                                        Fred’k Tuckett

Transcribed from copy provided by Archives New Zealand NZC 208/2 pages No 80-


FTS-NLR14.      Transcript of a letter dated 29th October 1843 from 
                       Frederick Tuckett to William Fox Resident Agent Nelson.


                                                                                      Survey Office, October 29th ~~ 43
Wm Fox Esq
Resident Agent, Nelson.

Sir
I have attentively considered the correspondence of the Messrs Cookes respecting the comparative value of Section 110 Waimea East and that of Sections No 18 and 14, and their criticism on the apparent discrepancy in my valuation of these, as also that of the late Resident Agent in respect of another Section.
They doubtless assume that the scale of Price from No 1 to No 1100 in authenetical ratio. Such after the first fifty or hundred choices might naturally have been calculated on ~ I cannot however act on it as a rule having been compelled by the nature of the country to include in the Survey of Sub sub Sections lands of a very inferior quality, which circumstances greatly lowers the value of at least 300 Sections. I may have said that choice No 8/9 ought to be worth £120, but I have no recollection of having expressed such an opinion, nor have I any memoranda of my conversation with Mr Cooke, or valuation of the Sections in question but I assume that it is correctly stated by them. Had I valued the Colonial Reserve order of choice No 64 I would have given £250 as the up set Price at that time. Altho this business has usually been referred to me, I have no recollection of having been consulted in that case, I was probably absent at that time ~ but I would observe that I feel sure they would not have failed then to have pressed on the Agents consideration their claim as early resident Proprietors to every advantage that could be extended towards them without prejudice to the interests of others, and that the late Capt Wakefield RN would have felt disposed to act towards them with the utmost liberality. ~ doubtless he conceded to them as first Settlers a bonus in this arrangement in aid of cultivation of at least £50. To use such reduced price as a standard of value appears to me to be an abuse of the liberality already extended.
It is necessary to remark that two or three successive exchanges effected in this mode would place them in possession of an early choice without cost of any payment in compensation for the actual difference in value.
Further I would remark that it appears to me questionable how far I am at liberty to sanction the exchange of any two sections on an estimate founded mainly on the order of choice, irrespective of the present imagined relative value which such Sections bear such being now private property, whatever reflection on the judgement or principle of the Party who then made choice of them and who now values them, such discrepancy might involve. That such discrepancy must arise and that and that invariably with the progress of Public Works and Private enterprise is obvious that they do not exist inconsequence of erroneous judgement on my part. I have not the vanity to imagine, nor am I ashamed to own that it is almost impossible that a judgement formed or so extended a field of observation as that of 1100 Sections should in every instance bear the equal test of a subsequent valuation founded on a special examination of any two Sections.
If to accommodate resident Proprietors and to accelerate the progress of cultivation you continue to permit them to exchange the Sections which were chosen for them for others chosen for the Company Reserves and the Colonial Reserves then I would submit that in respect of the former which is Private Property, I am bound to ascertain the present relative value but that in respect of the latter which will be offered for sale here and which purchasers have therefore an opportunity of inspecting I may regard this relative value as in the order of choice.
Such exchanges are objectionable in principle and if greatly facilitated are calculated to induce great capriciousness of estimations and action amongst the Proprietary, yet in present circumstances I would grant them to any party enjoining to enclose and cultivate the Section this may assist but not otherwise.

                                                                  I remain Sir yours respectfully etc 
                                                                                            Frederick Tuckett 
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FTS-NLR15.  Transcript of a Second Letter dated 29th October 1843 from 
      Frederick Tuckett to William Fox Resident Agent Nelson

                                                                                                     Nelson October 29 ~~ 43

Sir 
In reply to yours of yesterday inclosing a Tender from a Party of men at present employed on the Public Works in this Settlement, and requesting my opinion as to the fairness of the terms offered them, I must beg to be excused from complying with your request on the grounds that if my judgement should be opposed to their wishes and inclinations I could not express the same in duty to my employers without endangering my own life and presumably all probability of your being able to effect any reasonable arrangement with them, I must remind you that very recently my endeavours to carry into effect the instructions of the N Z Company’s Principal Agent I have been defeated by a combined resistance of the labourers, that an armed mob inflamed with alcohol attended the payment of wages at the Agency Office, and with threats of committing murder endeavoured to extort money the disposal of which had been entrusted to me by my Employers, that these violent men would (not) brook the exercise of my control over their labours, they would work only, when, where, and as little as they pleased, without prejudice to their receiving the same amount of wages, that when I appealed to the Police Magistrate of Nelson for protection and support in the discharge of my duties, his interference (which was promptly accorded) was met only with more determined and successful violence, one of the rioters whom he arrested was in a moment forcibly liberated by his companions, and there is reason to believe that they only turned from their intentions of taking the lives of several persons administrating the affairs of this Settlement by the magistrate acknowledging the authority of the mob and in deference thereto dropping all further legal proceedings against the parties implicated in these anarchical acts.
The magistrates possess (I am informed by a magistrate) information implicating several parties in a secret conspiracy to take the lives of several individuals.
A dispatch was sent jointly by P M Mr White and myself to Wellington laying before our superiors there the particulars of the violence which had been committed, and which was contemplated, and a strong representation of our inability to resist it. Mr White our P M here assured me that he would resign if the Government representative at Wellington did not give him the necessary aid and support to bring to justice the offenders. The N Z Comp’y principal Agent acknowledging the receipt of my despatch stated that he had represented the unfortunate state of our community to Major Richmond, and urged him to afford us adequate protection.
Major Richmond on receiving a second despatch forwarded under circumstances of renewed alarm at length proceeded here in the North Star and I am informed assured her commander and our magistrate that our condition did not require any protection or assistance not withstanding the law had been outraged with impunity & the P M defied and defeated and a general feeling that the security of life and property was alike threatened by our own emigrant population, as by the Maoris pervaded the community. Information subsequently obtained from parties whose character entitles their opinions to respect & consideration show that our representations of the extent of the danger apprehended was unexaggerated. Yet I am assured that Major Richmond smiled with complaisance and apathy at every representation and he insisted in declaring that our fears were groundless, reduced the number of constables, which was then wholly insufficient and dismissed the military and naval force which had so opportunely arrived. To a knowledge of the vicinity of which few we attribute under Providence, our preservation from a violent death.
As a British subject I demand protection from the Representatives of my Government. I am ready to affirm that I consider I cannot discharge my duty without endangering my life, that the life of the Government representative here was threatened, and that he opposed in self defence weapon to weapons. He saved his life, but his magisterial authority was then extinguished and we are now in a state of anarchy.
Mr Thompson whose duty it is to inspect the labour of the party of men who have submitted the Tender for your approbation informs me that he has been cautioned, if he has any regard for his life, not to be a party to grinding the labourers, in other words that they will dictate to their employers the scale of remuneration of labour, and altho this was uttered by a man (in liquor) yet I regard it only as his indirect betrayal of their combined and sober determination.
I beg to acknowledge my abstract obligations to my employers to comply with your instructions, and tho you should not consider my refusal as justified by the circumstances addressed, yet you will not impute it to any feeling of personal disrespect.
In alluding to the fact that men who openly resisted the Representative of Government here, and who also meditated the commission of murder, have not been brought to justice. I beg to disclaim entertaining any desire that such a step should be taken for my gratification or security, or that its being effected would now conduce to restore that respect for Laws and wholesome dread of violating them, which is a continued element of civilised society, what I desire for the community here, and what I have a right to expect from the Government, are measures of prevention which at once would deter men from the perpetration of such crimes, and afford adequate security and protection. It is not for me to attribute a motive for the incomprehensible act of its having been withheld and refused, its effect has been to inflict an injury on this Settlement from the grievousness of which it cannot easily recover.

                                                                         I remain Sir yours & respectfully
                                                                                            Frederick Tuckett   

Wm Fox Esq
Resident Agent
Nelson
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FTS-NLR16.  Transcript of a Letter dated January 6th 1844 from Frederick
                               Tuckett to William Fox Resident Agent Nelson

                                                                                        Survey Office Nelson Jan 6 1844

Dear Sir,
Mr Budge with his party arrived here yesterday, having completed the Survey of the Aorere valley, obtaining 99 Sections, and being deterred from proceeding with the Survey of the land along the N W coast of Massacre Bay by the opposition and threats of the natives at the next Pah, Ta Matea, no native at the Pah has received the presents which we made to the principal men at the others, provided they receive them in acknowledgement of the validity of the purchase made of the Land from Rauparaha, it was because none were of much consideration as chiefs and also because Ireno of the Aorere was also considered to be the Chief of Ta Matea, which I have since learned is not the case.
The lands which he is thus prevented from surveying would have been chiefly desirable as native Reserves. It appears to me either that it will be necessary to obtain their concurrence by making a considerable present to one of them, enough to subdivide amongst four or five of them or to abandon the survey and selection of Rural Sections as native Reserves.
I regret to learn from Mr Budge that a chief by name Erama living at Purra Purra (a brother of Emamu and Paramateo chiefs of Wakapawaka) has entered the houses erected by Mr Budge in the Aorere valley and taken away two or three guns, on the alleged ground of not having been sufficiently compensated hitherto and what he has received already, and did sign in acknowledgement of the sale of the Land, he now in violation of all truth and good faith asserts (it) to have been merely (a) payment for his consent to our proceeding with a certain portion of the Survey. He and they of Ta Matea are I believe reported Christians of the school of the Church of England.
Mr Budge is of opinion that he will endeavour to obstruct even the examination of the Survey of the Aorere. It is an affair which threatens much trouble, you cannot go there and pass over such an act unpunished, and if you proceed to arrest him you will, on account of his connections be resisted and again successfully, unless you have men who would volunteer for the adventure liking it, or who have been trained to fight.

                                                                           I remain yours etc truly
                                                                                        Frederick Tuckett 
Wm Fox Esq
Resident Agent
Nelson

P.S. as Mr Foster has returned with Mr Budge, perhaps it would be better to place him immediately with Mr Davidson at the Motueka valley, on his account, not for the progress of the Survey. Mr Davidson will leave on Tuesday, if you approve of such arrangement will you have the goodness to direct Mr Foster to place himself under the direction of Mr Davidson, he will pay more attention and receive in better spirit  your advice and directions.




Transcribed from copy provided by Archives New Zealand NZC 208/3, pages No 2-


FTS-NLR17.        Transcript of a Letter date 8th January 1844 from 
                        Frederick Tuckett to William Fox Resident Agent Nelson

                                                                                                   Nelson January 8 ~~ 1844
	
Dear Sir
Having heard from Mr Thompson that the number of men of whose labour he has the oversight has increased of late in consequence of Mr Valle not having an opportunity of employing them in his District, I am induced to call to your attention the wishes long since expressed of the Waimea residents to have a diversion from the main road to the Plain before ascending the hill on which the lime kiln is, carts would then pass by W Longues & Wards as far as Thorpes and then turn at a right angle to the east, I gave Mr Valle long ago the necessary particulars of this line.
Opposite W Longues is a valley at the head of which Beits lives, there are many industrious men there successful cultivators, at present it is difficult of access, I think no branch road is of equal importance at present, and the residents in the valley would no doubt be glad to be employed there.
I wish also to recommend T Hobbard and G Dodson neither of whom have yet applied for employment on the public works, and both are steady and industrious, and have been diligently cultivating land. They wish to be allowed to make the branch road which pass thro Section No 11 by Section to Section No 18 Sub No 6 north, open a communication to cattle by the hills to the Maitai.
Until this is done they cannot take a cart to the land which they cultivate, the frontage of Section 10 being very steep. I have spent a considerable sum of money in labour on Section No 10, and the adjoining Sections 11 and 18 are both very desirable and likely to occupied if accessible.
If there is any difficulty of placing the men out to work, I would recommend that the number up the Waiite be increased to accelerate the completion of that road, which on account of the District now being surveyed by Davidson is very important. A contract might be offered to all the carpenters in the Settlement, to whom earthwork is so irksome, to cut the Timber at the pass to the Wairau, and roll it aside and bridge all necessary drains and natural water courses, a width of 12 feet, with occasional plans to turn out in case of carts meeting would be sufficient. I am confident you will not get a better communication to the Wairau for stock, and that for many years that District will only be occupied by stock keepers without enclosures or any regard to proprietorship and I consider also that it is important to get a footing in the Wairau in this way whilst the expenditure on Public Works continues.

                                                                             I remain yours etc truly
                                                                                       Frederick Tuckett
Wm Fox Esq
Resident Agent
Nelson 
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FTS-NLR18.  Transcript of a Letter dated 13th January 1844 from Frederick
                                Tuckett to William Fox Resident Agent Nelson


                                                                                                   Nelson January 13 ~ 1844

Dear Sir
Certain German emigrants who have purchased of Mr Beit, a Chap----- & late of Hamburg, portions of Rural Sections in the Settlement, having frequently anxiously inquired of me the probable period of the distribution of Rural Sections, and grievously complained of the hardships to them consequent on being so long debarred from possession. I am induced to suggest that an arrangement might be made in their favour, by allowing them to exchange their orders for portions of Rural Sections, for such portions of Accommodation Sections, being Colonial Reserves, as should be considered equivalent in value. Provided they would covenant to reside on and cultivate the land thus acquired. I would treat them liberally and alike, irrespective of their good or bad fortune in the lottery, allowing them to select from any unsold Colonial Reserve, and exchange at the proportion of three or four to one, that is receiving one in lieu of every three or four of the future Rural Sections.

                                                                                   I remain very truly yours etc
                                                                                                    Frederick Tuckett
Wm Fox Esq
Resident Agent
Nelson
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FTS-NLR19. Transcript of a Letter dated 15th January 1844 from Frederick 
                        Tuckett presumably to William Fox Resident Agent Nelson

                                                                                        Survey Office January 15 ~ 1844

Dear Sir
In enclosing an application received from Mr Budge for an advance of money on his contract No 4 Aorere, I beg to certify that I have examined and approved of an extensive portion of that Survey amounting in value at the contract price to about £675.0.0. and consider that the sum now required by Mr Budge is due to him.
I have not yet received the Plan & Field Books of the entire Survey of ninety nine Sections, Until then I defer the examination of the remainder, and anticipate no obstruction from the natives, having been informed that the native Eramo who stole the guns, has had the good sense to restore them, delivering them (I believe) to Ireno for Mr Budge.

                                                                                   I remain yours etc truly
                                                                                                Frederick Tuckett 






Transcribed from copy provided by Archives New Zealand NZC 208/3 page No 9-


FTS-NLR20. Transcript of a Letter dated 2nd February 1844 from Frederick 
                               Tuckett to William Fox Resident Agent Nelson

                                                                                                          Nelson 2 Mo 2 ~1844

Dear Sir
The Town Section No 29 opposite to which Mr Beit proposes to construct a wharf and a pier, the earth of which is obtained by excavation in the Section abuts actually on the inside boundary of the road, which previous to the formation of the Roads was high water mark, in other words each Section was bounded by the high water mark securing a right of way, either above or below the same as might be found most advantageous in constructing the road. The road has for the most part been formed without the line of high water and the earth excavated from the Sections for the purpose of raising it.
Having replied to your enquiry, I beg at the same time to express an opinion That the construction of a wharf and pier affront this Section will rather enhance than diminish the value of this Section, and of Section No 29 especially in proportion to the extent of excavation, as in its natural state no building could be erected thereon.
Of the adjoining Sections the value appears to me would be indirectly increased by, whatever expenditure incurred which may render the site a place of frequent Public Resort.
I imagine that the local Government as the Trustees of Public ground for public purposes would so far protect the private individual as to secure to the owner of No 29 a right of landing at all times on the Pier or Wharf proposed to be constructed, and that they would impose a rental on the space below high water mark to be occupied by the wharf or empower the future Municipal Authorities to do so.
As a Proprietor of a Town acre chosen early, having water frontage, I would have been glad to have secured the erection of such works and buildings to my private and immediate advantage, but, I had much rather that they should be erected under an arrangement with the Police Magistrate, without the limits of the Survey, than that such valuable enterprise should be abandoned, as whatever increases the conveniences of the Port cannot fail directly or indirectly of enhancing the value of Town Property. 
I shall send Mr Davidson to Section No 36 Sub sub north as directed by you.

                                                                                       I remain yours etc truly
                                                                                                    Frederick Tuckett 
Wm Fox Esq
Resident Agent Nelson
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FTS-NLR21.   Transcript of a Letter dated 4th February 1844 from Frederick 
                                  Tuckett to William Fox Resident Agent Nelson

                                                                                                 Nelson February 4th ~ 1844

Dear Sir
In reply to yours of the 2nd inst which came to hand today, I beg to state that on Saturday the 24th I shall be prepared to relinquish my present position of Principal Surveyor to this Settlement, and to deliver to my successor Mr S Stephens or to yourself all Property, as Instruments, Books, Plans and other documents now under my care & connected with the business of the Survey department, & the property of the New Zealand Company.
I have conferred with Mr Stephens on this point vis the fixing on a day for the termination of my appointment, and have named to him the 24th subject to your approval for this arrangement.
I consider it necessary immediately to visit Mr Davidson’s survey, who has written to me for further instructions, and that a week will be requisite to put Mr Stephens fully in possession of the present position of the Survey and the property connected therewith, in order that on my resignation of my appointment I may be liberated from all responsibility attaching to it.
Mr Stephens informs me that he wishes to return to the Ruwaka for a week to arrange for his removal here.
As connected with this arrangement I beg to inform you that I provided at my own expense a Pair of Office tables complete with Drawers, which I have always used in the office, and which I should wish to transfer to the New Zealand Comp’y as part of the necessary furniture of the Office which I was authorised by the Court of Directors to provide. The cost of which in London was £18.6.6. They were made in the country for £15.0.0. exclusive of Locks and Brass handles which cost £1.6.6. the carriage to London and expenses on shipping them £2.0.0. ~ ~
I enclose a note received from Mr Thompson respecting the subdivision of Sub urban Section No 6. I was previously of the same opinion that the Section could not be subdivided into many lots, each providing available land and that which was necessary for the dwelling mill and rope walk, already erected thereon, was nearly the amount of the available land, and which as a mill Pond and River contiguous to the Town ought to be worth about £20 per acre.
I also enclose for your perusal the correspondence between the Secretary of the N Z Comp’y and myself, prior to embarkation, in reference to preliminary arrangements, authorising me to effect them. At the time I preferred retaining the Office Tables as my own property, and therefore did not charge them. At the Agency Office here are the invoices of such articles as were then paid for.

                                                                                I remain very truly yours etc
                                                                                           Frederick Tuckett
                                                                                                   Chief Surveyor 
Wm Fox Esq
Resident Agent
Nelson


Transcribed from copy provided by Archives New Zealand NZC 208/3 pages No 18


FTS-NLR22.       Transcript of a Letter dated 17th February 1844 from 
     Frederick Tuckett to William Fox resident Agent Nelson

                                                                                                 Nelson February 17 ~ 1844

Dr Sir
As regards the merits of Mr Bellairs claim for compensation for the loss of a Gun at the Wairau or rather Port Underwood I beg to state that I should have acknowledged it as legitimate had it not occurred at Mr Lavins whaling station, and been made a matter of complaint to the Magistrates of Port Nicholson, then on board the colonial Brig, in consequence of which I had hoped that it would have been recovered. I have on a former occasion sent you with the Papers, the Tender of Mr Parkinson, the clause of indemnification against loss sustained by the Surveyors in the event of interruption by the natives was adopted and used verbatim in my acknowledgement of the Tender accepted, as far as my recollection serves me its purport is to indemnify in the event of loss of property without specifying the uses or species, had either of the contractors claimed compensation for the loss of a Piano Forte I should have demurred, but a gun appears to me to be a useful and almost necessary instrument especially in conducting a remote Survey.
Mr Bellairs went to the conflict as an armed volunteer, he risked his life in the affair, staid with his leaders until they forbade further resistance, and then carried his gun away with him.
I noticed the Gun, I should think that it did not cost less than £10, perhaps more, it appeared to me to be a new one.
I have recently informed you that I had understood that Mr Parkinsons guns (for which he has been paid) had been recovered and were at Wellington, my informant was Mr Bellairs. A Party of constables were sent from Wellington to arrest some riotous whalers at this station & I have concluded that they obtained the guns, but I have no authentic information on the subject. Perhaps it would be worthwhile to write to Mr Lawyer inquiring if the Gun had been traced or recovered, and requesting a reply ~ but I should be sorry to subject Mr Bellairs to any unnecessary inconvenience believing that he has acted conscientiously and modestly in the matter.
I have omitted to mention that Mr Bellairs was returning with me from the Wairau, and with the late Mr Patchett, was reluctantly compelled to proceed thither on the Brig, our Boat being required for that expedition.
I enclose a Plan of the Road to section No 18 as I had proposed it should be carried after examining the Ground.
In the event of my employing a surveyor to execute a copy of the Plans of the Town and Settlement of Nelson, will the Police Magistrate pay the party on delivering the Plans or am I to remunerate him on behalf of the Company, to be charged hereafter to the Government. I make the enquiry because I anticipate that a copy of the Reduced Plan of the Survey of the Settlement will cost not less than £6.0.0.

                                                                             I remain respectfully yours etc
                                                                                                 Frederick Tuckett
Wm Fox Esq
Resident Agent
Nelson
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FTS-NLR23.        Transcript of a Letter dated 30th February 1844 from 
         Frederick Tuckett to William Fox Resident Agent Nelson

                                                                                                 Nelson February 30 ~ 1844

Dear Sir
I take the earliest opportunity to inform you that I protest against the award made by Messrs Domett & McDonald on their decision of Mr Duffy’s claim to continue in office at his own option beyond the period of two years, also I protest against their decision on the charge alleged by you and sustained by me as a witness “that the said Mr Duffy hath not diligently faithfully and effectively fulfilled and performed the duties of his office etc during the last 5 months of such office”.
I shall be prepared shortly to forward to the Court of Directors of the N Z Comp’y a statement showing on my part that the decision of the arbitrators was contrary to the credible evidence, that the arbitration was conducted in an unusual and improper manner, that the arbitrators were either incompetent or partial ~ and that their award in respect of expenses is utterly inconsistent with their decision on the chief subject and cause of the investigation.

                                                                          I remain very truly yours etc 
                                                                                               Frederick Tuckett
Wm Fox Esq
Resident Agent
Nelson
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FTS-NLR24 Transcript of a Letter dated 4th March 1844 from Frederick 
                               Tuckett to William Fox Resident Agent Nelson

                                                                                                       Nelson March 4 ~ 1844

Dear Sir
I have written to the Principal Agent of the N Z Comp’y in reply to a communication from him in respect to the Settlement of New Edinburgh ~ proposing to take Mr Davidson and others from hence to that Settlement, in the event of my proceeding there.
As regards this arrangement and the one which I proposed to you respecting the Instruments, now that a point of Form has been asserted by Mr Stephens, I shall maintain it, and continue to claim that precedence in judgement on either subject, in respect to Mr Stephens, which was delegated to me by the Court of Directors and which I have reason to believe it is their intention that I should still exercise.
You will see that you have been misinformed by Mr Stephens and have consequently been rather premature in importing to me this invasion of the authority of the Agent in disposing of the services of Mr Davidson. Independent of the point of Form, which Mr Stephens informed me, requires that I should submit my wishes to his approval, there would be other obstacles to any satisfactory arrangement, which I checked for example by specifying one instrument, vis a circular Protractor, but which he cannot possibly spare, altho he possesses one of his own of superior quality, which our Employers would I am sure approve of being hired or purchased, but to such an arrangement he will not consent, and the same immovable conservativeness was exhibited by Mr Stephens in reference to the use of his own Theodolite which I would gladly have purchased or paid him for using, to have liberated an Instrument of the Company at the time when Improvers assisting Mr Stephens made reiterated complaints that they had no opportunity for want of a Theodolite of learning its uses and management.
It has been my misfortune to differ in judgement with almost every one with whom in this settlement I have had to act. It is so improbable that I should have been right, and every one else wrong, that it is little apology for arrogance in one who is constitutionally arrogant, that hitherto time and events have justified me.
It is unnecessary to discuss further the propriety of the arrangements which I have proposed to Col Wakefield as not having heard from him in reply. I have no longer any expectation of continuing in the service of the N Z Company, on the contrary should he accept my offer and approve of the means which I have proposed, I shall then refer to your consideration and approval such disposition of the Instruments and apparatus of the N Z Comp’y entrusted to my care to be employed in their service as may appear to me most conducive to the interests of the Company.

                                                                             I remain very truly yours etc
                                                                                                    Frederick Tuckett 
Wm Fox Esq
Nelson
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FTS-NLR25.      Presentation Deed made by Frederick Tuckett on the 
 12th December 1846 to the Nelson School Society

                                                                                                Nelson. December 12. 1846

To, Messrs Barnicoat, Thompson, Campbell, and the other members of the Committee of Management of the School in Bridge Street.

Gentlemen,

So long as the School under your management shall be conducted on the principles of the British and Foreign School Society; that is, affording a scriptural Education without the inculcation of Sectarian views, I authorise you to receive whatever rents may be obtainable from the herein specified houses and lands, until the 31st day of December 1849, and to apply the sum of money annually derived there from to extinguish the debt due on the construction of the building erected on the Reserve granted by the Government for the School; in order that the property may be secured to the uses of that institution freed from any private claims could any such exist. Then if the debt can be paid by money’s derived from these sources within the specified time, or if other funds are obtained so that the object be effected, then any surplus may be applied to defraying expenses incidental to conducting the School.

Property 

Two houses on my Town acre Haven Road, recently occupied by Samuel Strong, at a rental of 18 and 14 pounds per annum respectively, and now unoccupied ~ which the Committee may let until the 31st December 1849.
A portion of a Town section occupied by myself, and the adjoining portion on which Robert Durrent is living, may be let by the Committee until 31st December 1849 ~ I authorise this Committee also to receive or sell the arrears of rent owing to me from the aforesaid Robert Durrent, the exact amount of which (being I believe about £30~ he not having paid anything and consequently forfeits all claim to a reduction of one half offered him), may be ascertained on applying to J. Greaves Attorney & c for the lease drawn and held by him.
Another portion of the same Town Section (which is nearly two acres in extent) is let to Robert Newth, lease drawn and held by J. Greaves & c, I authorise the Committee to receive the rent from Robert Newth for the past twelve months and until the 31st December 1849. there are seven fine trees left on the land let to Robert Newth, which on the amended and reduced terms of the lease are not to be cut down.
Of my 50 acre Section No 10 Suburban North District, a piece of the quantity of twelve acres is leased to Thomas Dodson, for the annual rent of Three pounds; One years rent will be due on the 25th of March 1847. I authorise the Committee to receive that, and the ensuing rents, as they become due, until the 25th March 1849.
On the same Section, a piece of the quantity of fifteen acres is leased to Isaac Weldon Hebbers, for the annual rent of Three pounds fifteen Shillings (£3. 15. 0), one years rent will be due on the 25th March 1847. I authorise this Committee to receive that, and the ensuing rents, as they become due, until the 25th of March 1849.
The remainder of the Section, Thomas Dodson is authorised to occupy free until the 31st of December 1849.
Section No 85 Waimea South; Thomas North, rents a piece 693 X 387 feet, Date of lease 23rd of March 1843. conditions one year rent free and afterwards Two pounds per annum, he owes next lady day, Three years rent or Six pounds (£6. 0. 0) ~
John Stoss, rents 693 X 383 feet, Date of lease 23rd March 1843. One year rent free, afterwards Two pounds Eight Shillings per annum. He owes next lady day three years rent or Seven pounds four shillings (£7. 4. 0)
John Norris rents piece of Section No 85. 693 X 383 feet, date of lease 23rd of March 1843. One year rent free, afterwards £2. 8. 0 per annum. He owes lady day 1847 three years rent £7. 4. 0.
Edward Fairall, rents a piece 693 X 383 ~do~, date of lease 23rd March 1843. one year rent free, afterwards £2 . 8. 0. per annum. He owes Lady day 1847 £7. 4. 0.
William Neale, rents 693 X 317. date of lease 23rd March 1843. One year rent free, afterwards £2 . 8 . 0 per annum. He owes lady day 1847 £6. 0. 0.
Thomas Price, rents a piece on the river of irregular form, date 29 September 1843. Terms the same - One year rent free £2. 0. 0. - he is liberated from claim for arrears of rent,  he represents that he has suffered from river floods.
Richard King, lease not signed, date September 1844. Quantity of land unknown. On the South side of the road.
George Biggs, has signed no lease, and is a squatter on the South side of the road (on a portion of Section No 85 cleared by the late Captain Wakefield) since September 1843.
I authorise the Committee to collect, or Sell the arrears of rent, and the future rents until the expiration of 1849. from Thomas North, John Stoss, John Norris, Edward Fairall, William Neale, Richard King and George Biggs ~~ I have offered a reduction to these three of one half the arrears, and one half in future, provided one half of the arrears be paid up ~ which they have not accepted and are not entitled to any consideration.
Norris, Stoss, and North, or some of them, are (I believe) Squatters on portions of the Sections opposite to those leased to them, situate between King, and Biggs Leases.
Leases drawn and held by Joseph Greaves, of whom copies may be obtained, excepting of the leases of Dodson, and Hebbers, which I hand to the care of Mr John Wallis Barnicoat.


                                                                               Signed Frederick Tuckett

Witness to Signature
             L H Stanton
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